It is this understanding that makes Christianity different from all other world religions.  All other religions picture rewards in eternity for how we are living our lives right now.  No wonder so many people think all religions are the same.  All other religions teach the same because they are man-made.

But the Bible teaches that an eternity with God is an undeserved gift, given to those who trust Jesus.  This is the unique message that only the Bible teaches.
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  John 3:17

What a wonderful Valentine we have received from our loving God!

Want to hear more good news?  Join us weekly for worship:

7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays

6:30 pm Wednesdays until Easter
Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor
stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
You can also like us on Facebook!
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A Valentine for You
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Isn’t it nice to get a Valentine?

It really does not matter what the Valentine is like.  It might be a home-made card from a child, a small card in a box of flowers or chocolates, a note on the pillow from your spouse. It could be nothing more than a signed card, bought at the local drugstore.  A Valentine means someone cares, someone cares enough about you to send their feelings in a message to you.

Do you realize that God has feelings of love for us, similar to how a man has feelings for that special lady in his life? That’s what the Bible says.  Let’s listen to how God spoke about his people 2500 years ago:
“As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.”  Isaiah 62:5

For your Maker is your husband … he is called the God of all the earth.  Isaiah 54:5

“Return, faithless people,” declares the Lord, “for I am your husband.” Jeremiah 3:14
Some people have a view of God as a far-away Being that is only interested is getting us to live a certain way.  But that idea does not come from the Bible.

	It is true that God wants us to be devoted to him, but not in the way that a slave is devoted to a master, but the way that a wife is devoted to her husband.  A devotion that is founded on feelings of love.
	
[image: image3]


And this devotion goes both ways.  Just as a husband is faithful to his wife, the Bible repeatedly speaks about God’s faithful devotion to his people.  This is especially remarkable because the people of ancient Israel repeatedly turned their back on their Creator-God.
Yet God made this promise to his rebellious people:  “The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers, when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, even though I was a husband to them.”
 Jeremiah 31:33 
The people of Israel worshipped false gods instead of the true God.  How did God solve this problem?  Not by divorcing his people, buy by starting over, with a new marriage covenant -- one not built on obedience, but built on the forgiving love of Jesus.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his One and Only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16

These same feelings of husbandly love are expressed at the start of the Christian church:
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church, and gave himself up for her…”  Ephesians 3:25
The Bible pictures Jesus as a groom so devoted to his bride that he was willing to give up his life for her.
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This is totally unexpected. God views us as his lovely bride, even though we regularly ignore him.  We are so wrapped up in worldly concerns that we forget about him.  In this way we are unfaithful to our God.

Yet, God forgives us and gives us a new wedding dress (Revelation 19:8), so that we will be properly dressed on the day he marries us eternally.
This is our God.  Not an angry Being far away, demanding our obedience, but a loving Suitor, wooing us back from self-indulgence.
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