Ten Lies about God
Based on a book by Dr. Erwin Lutzer, pastor at The Moody Church, Chicago
1.  God is whatever we want him to be

Over 90% of Americans profess to believe in God.  So why is the phrase “I believe in God” almost a meaningless phrase?

What are some of the many ideas people have about what God is like?

In our country, we believe that a person has a right to worship as he/she believes is right.  How does this affect the way we may consider other religious denominations?

What qualities do people generally want God to have?
What qualities do people want God not to have?

Read Ps 115:2-8.  How does our God differ from idols?

What is significant about the name God uses to identify himself in Ex 3:14, in regards to our imagining God to be a certain way?
What is true about our God?  Is 55:8,9

What unexpected thing is true about our relationship with God?  Ex 33:20

What is true about our relationship with our Maker?  Is 45:9-12

What does Is 45:15 say about God?                    What does this mean?

What does Is 57:15 say about God and where he lives?  (See also Eph 3:17; Rom 8:9,10)
How does God treat us sometimes?  Heb 12:7-11

What does Paul say he does when God is not the way Paul wants him to be?  Phil 4:11-13
What advice does James give regarding how we should live?  James 4:7-10; and vv 13-15
How does the James passage relate to the lie we are discussing?

Is the following a description of the true God, or of a false god?

God wants everyone to be healthy and wealthy.

God wants all of my emotional needs met
God is a God who hides and seeks

2. Many paths lead into God’s presence

Would you agree with this description of America?  “Sin has been defined out of existence, but if one sin still exists, it is thinking someone else is wrong.”

What is flawed about this kind of ‘tolerance’?

Today non-denominational community churches are growing faster than traditional denominational churches.  What is good and what is bad about this trend?
What did Jesus say about ‘many paths lead to God’?  John 14:6
What does Jesus do that is different from other great teachers?  Heb 7:24,25

God gives us many examples in Scripture to help us understand what is the right path to eternal life.  One of the first is the account of Cain and Abel, in Gen 4:2-7.  What is the reason scripture gives that made Cain’s ‘path’ to God unacceptable, but Abel’s was acceptable?  Gen 4:2-7, Heb 11:4
In the Old Testament, God prescribed how his people were to make regular sacrifices to him.  But how many sacrifices are actually pleasing to God?  Heb 10:8-14

In the New Testament, God gives us the example of the Pharisees, who tried very hard to obey God in all their outward actions.  But what did Jesus say of them? Matt 5:20
So is trying to live a good and perfect life one of the paths to heaven?
Paul felt it necessary to explain why the Jews of his day were not being found acceptable for heaven, yet the Gentiles were.  What made the difference?  Romans 9:30-33

Because of this, what does Paul declare to Timothy?  1 Tim 2:5,6
What did Peter declare before the Sanhedrin?  Acts 4:10-12


Actually, no matter what people believe, they are on the path to God’s presence.  Why?


Phil 2:9-11;   2 Cor 5:10

Because Jesus paid the price for our sins, what can we confidently do?  Heb 10:19-22

How do we live our lives, since we know there is only one path to heaven?


Heb 10:23-25


Matt 28:19-20

What can we say to someone who says he believes in Jesus, but does not go to church?

3.  God is more tolerant than he used to be
Reading the Bible, especially the Old Testament, some people have gotten the idea that it is safer to sin today than it was in Bible times.  What are some Old Testament examples that could lead someone to get this idea? 
And, is this idea true?

What command is found in both Testaments of the Bible?  Lev 11:44,45; 1 Peter 1:15,16

What does God tell us about himself in James 1:17, Malachi 3:6, and Hebrews 13:8?

God himself has not changed, but how God deals with people has changed.  In Old Testament times, God dealt only with one nation, Israel.  But in our time, he deals with the entire world.  Think of your dealings with your own children.  How might you treat them differently in the privacy of your home compared to when you and they are in public?
Why would some of your responses be different for their same behaviors, public and private?

Read Leviticus 20.  How was immorality dealt with in the Old Testament times?

Read 1 Corinthians 5:9-12.  How is Paul’s New Testament command different from Lev 20?
Jn 1:17  How do these passages explain why the Old Testament focuses on Law, and the New Testament focuses on grace?

Gal 3:24

1 Cor 10:6,11; Rom 15:4

Was God lenient toward his people in Old Testament times?  Ex 34:6-7; Ps 103:8-18
Does God still get angry about sin?  John 2:13-16; Rev 6:12-17; Rev 20:11-15

An Old Testament example that teaches about God’s holiness and our sinfulness is the account of Moses meeting God on Mt. Sinai.  What emotion did that produce in Moses and all the people?  Ex 20:18-19; Heb 12:18-21
Read Heb 12:22-27.  What mountain do we meet God at?   What does this mean?  List the ways how we meet God is different from how Moses met God. 
Read Heb 12:28,29.  Both Old and New Testament believers worship God with the same _________________ 
and ________, however.  Because God is still a ___________________________.   
4.  God doesn’t understand my suffering because he has never personally suffered
Many people find it hard to reconcile that God says he is both omnipotent and a God of love, yet the world is filled with human suffering.  Why does God allow this?  Is it because he has never suffered, he does not sympathize with us?

How would you minister to someone who is suffering and believes that God has abandoned him/her, or is unable to help?

Isaiah was given a view of Israel’s coming captivity and future restoration.   What does God tell us about how he feels, when he sees his people’s despair?  Is 49:14-16
There are many Old Testament passages which show us our Father’s love for us (e.g. Jer 31:20; Hosea 11:8; Is 43:1-4; Ps 103:13-18), but what is the clearest picture of the Father?  John 14:7-11

What things do we learn about God by observing Jesus?

What things did Jesus experience?


Mark 3:1-6


Mark 3:20-21


Matt 16:21-23

John 11:33-36
Luke 22:48

Hebrews 5:7,8

Hebrews 4:15; 2:18
Is 53:4-6

How deeply did Jesus suffer while on the cross?  Mt 27:46
What is also happening when Christians are being persecuted for their faith?  Acts 9:4-5
Many God-fearing parents have seen their children reject the godly upbringing they tried to give them.  Parents might pray to the Lord and ask, “why are you letting this happen to us?”  Why are you letting us suffer like this?  But what does God tell us about this experience?  Hos 11:1-4,8-9

Although we often do not know why people have to endure certain hardships and sufferings, what is one reason God does tell us as to why he allows us to suffer?  Hebrews 12:5b-11
What can we be assured of concerning the intensity of our suffering?  1 Cor 10:13
5.  God is obligated to save followers of other religions who have not had a chance to hear about Jesus.
Why do many people believe this?
All we have is what God tells us in Scripture.  Read  Deut 12:2-3

Why did God command this to his people?  How do we apply this example to ourselves today?
What does each of the following passages tell us?

John 14:6 &  Acts 4:12

1 Timothy 2:5-6

Acts 17:22-31, esp. v30

Psalm 53:2-3
Job 15:14-16

John 3:18
Non-Christian religions have been described as flawed attempts by man to reach God.  Why is this an accurate description?               What is different about biblical Christianity?

What revelation of truth do all people have?   Romans 1:18-21
Where is there a sense of right and wrong to be found?  Rom 2:12-16

(The ‘this’ of verse 16 refers back to vv 12 & 13)

Do you think the Gentiles who never heard of Christ obey the law they have well enough to be saved on Judgment Day?

What does God hint at that shows Judgment Day will be fair to all?   Matt 11:23-24

Luke 12:47, 48

It may not seem fair to us that heaven is held out only to those who believe.  How does Paul explain why some are saved and others not?  Romans 9:14-18

Because there are so many different religions and versions of Christianity today, what two things does God tell us to do?

1 John  4:1

1 Peter 3:15

6.  God takes no responsibility for natural disasters
Name some recent natural disasters that have been in the news:

Which statement do you believe is closest to the truth:
a) God allows natural disasters because he has turned his back on an sinful world

b) God allows natural disasters because he is angry with this sinful world

c) God directly causes disasters as a way to punish people’s sins

d) God only protects his people, his concern is not with the faithless
e) God uses natural disasters to show his power, love, and mercy

f) Natural disasters occur because God is not  100% in control of nature
g) Fill in your own idea: _____________________________________________________

Genesis 3:16-19 says God cursed the world.  Why do you think God did this?


How is God’s love for us displayed in his cursing of the world?

Genesis 6:17.  What was the greatest natural disaster ever? 
Did any good come from this?
Read Numbers 16.  Why did these ‘natural’ disasters (vv 31-33 & v 49) occur?
Does the command “You shall not murder” apply to God?  In other words, can we even say God is wrong when someone is killed by a natural disaster?

Read Luke 13:1-5.  Can we expect a specific explanation for every natural disaster today?

But what should be our response when we learn of a natural disaster somewhere in the world?

(also Acts 17:30)

Read John 9:1-7.  What is the reason Jesus gives that this ‘disaster’ occurred to this man?

How can we apply this to other disasters that have occurred?  (Notice the pronoun of verse 4a)
What other disasters (natural or man-made) can happen to our neighbor?  

What should we do when we see our neighbor in need?

Read Romans 8:18-21.  What is true about the problems of this world? (see v 20)  What example should we give to others when natural disasters occur?  Here is one way we can respond:

http://www.wels.net/aom/christian-aid-and-relief
Natural disasters cause a lot of suffering.  Is this a part of God’s plan to cause suffering?
Tell what these passages say about suffering.

1 Peter 1:6-8

Rom 5:3-5

7.  God does not know our decisions before we make them

Think of Cain and Abel.  Did God know Cain was going to kill Abel?  (If he did, he could have stopped it.)  How does believing that God finds out such behavior as it happens ‘protect’ God?

Some people reason that since after God created everything and saw that it was very good (Gen 1:31), and since he created Satan, that he must not have known that Satan was going to rebel at that time.  What do you think?
What does David say that applies to this question?  Psalm 147:5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Who can we trust more, a God who knows us exhaustively, or a God who has limited knowledge of us?  Why?

Did Jesus know Judas’ thoughts before Judas acted?  John 6:64,70; 13:18-19
Read 1 Chron 28:9.  God knows more than just our thoughts.  He also knows the ______________ behind our thoughts.

Read Heb 4:13.   Are there any exceptions to God’s knowledge?

Read Genesis 6:6 and 1 Samuel 15:11.  Do these passages mean that God did not have the foreknowledge of the bad actions of people?
David teaches us about God’s knowledge of us in Psalm 139.  Which verses teach us the extent of God’s understanding of us?  

What one part of God’s knowledge does David not understand?

What does David ask God to do, in light of his infinite knowledge?

Does God exhaustive knowledge scare you or comfort you?

8.  The Fall ruined God’s original plan for this earth – so he has settled for something less.
Many people believe that we are now living under God’s Plan B, that is, he originally wanted the angels and mankind to live in perfect harmony with him (Plan A), but some of the angels and all of mankind rebelled.  Thus Plan A was ruined, and we are now on Plan B.  Do you agree or disagree with this scenario?
To understand God’s Plan A, we can read some passages which speak of times before the Fall.  What specific things are part of God’s Plan A?
Ps 2:7-9  (also Heb 1:2)
Eph 1:3-10

2 Tim 1:9

1 Peter 1:19-20; Rev 13:8

Eph 3:10-11
In any of the above passages, does Scripture speak of a plan A and a plan B?

What is said of God’s decrees and plans?

Job 42:2; Is 46:10; Ps 89:34
Scripture does not say that sin was a part of God’s original plan, however, only that sin’s entering the world did not change what God originally intended.  Because of sin, we now suffer in this world.   Tell how God has made suffering into something good.
1 Peter 1:6-8

Rom 5:3-5
What other examples from the Bible can you cite where God used a result of sin as an instrument to accomplish something he originally intended.
Today we live in a world in rebellion against its Creator.  This will not last.  What does God promise to do at the Last Day?  Rom 8:21; 2 Pet 3:13
The vision in Rev 22 also indicates that God’s original home for mankind – the Garden of Eden – will also be restored.
How can it be then, that God’s original plan was to create a perfect world in which he had in mind those who would be given to his Son, yet today we see the majority of people being lost?  A hint may be found in Jesus’ parable of the weeds – Matt 13:24-30; 36-43

 9.  God wants Christians to live without the pleasures of life
Name some teachings of the Bible that give the idea that God does not want us enjoying the pleasures of this world.  (Mt 6:19-24, 13:22; Luke 9:57-62; 12:16-21; 16:25; 18:18-25; Gal 5:16-17; 1 Jn 2:15-17)
How do you view the Christian lifestyle?

a) It is following a bunch of rules designed to make us focus on God
b) It is a series of joy-filled opportunities of service to our Lord who saved us

c) Somewhere in between a) and b)

In your opinion, is God happy with his people, or angry with his people?
Although some people have the idea that the Christian life is boring enslavement to rules of behavior, what does Jesus say are reasons he came to earth?   John 8:31,32,36; John 10:9,10

What does God say that shows he wants his people to be happy?

Ps 37:4 (or Matt 6:31-34)
John 15:7

What conditions come with each of the promises above?

The apostle Paul was chained in prison for a while, and during that time wrote the letter we know as Philippians.  It is a letter filled with encouragement to Christians who might not be happy with their circumstances.  Tell how the following words are encouraging:

1:6

1:21
3:20

Paul also tells us how to live in the way that will bring us happiness:

2:3-4

2:14

3:13b-14
4:4-9

4:11-13

What could be wrong if we do not feel happy as Christians?
In your opinion, what is the key to happiness as a Christian?

10. God helps those who help themselves
Isn’t this a passage in the Bible some place?

In your opinion, what is wrong with this statement?

For this statement to be true, who must take the first step in approaching God?
What does the Bible say about our initial state in God’s eyes?
Eph 2:1-10
How would you explain spiritual death to an unchurched person?

What does this passage add to our understanding of God’s love?
Rom 5:6-8
Explain Matt 9:10-13
In what sense can the statement ‘God helps those who help themselves’ have an element of truth?


  ( 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 )
What about Rev 3:20?  (Consider Acts 16:14)
Scripture repeatedly teaches that God comes to those who cannot help themselves and gives them relief.  Name a few examples of this from scripture.  (Jn 4; Jn 8:1-11; Lk 16:19-22;  17:11-14)
It has been said that there are two types of people who find it hard to accept God’s grace – those who think they are too guilty (“I can’t be helped” or “God would never help me”), and those who do not think they need God’s grace ( “I don’t need help” or “I  am doing just fine on my own” ).  How might Christians fall into one of these ways of thinking, even though they have come to know God’s forgiveness?
What are some Christian customs or behaviors which might give discomfort to those who are feeling guilty, or comfort those who are self-righteous?

What can our congregation do to help people who have a hard time helping themselves – that is, who have a hard time with the life they are living?
