A Study of Jehovah’s Witnesses

When did this religion begin?

In the 1870’s, in America, Charles Taze Russell began a movement called the Bible Students Association.  He advocated many non-traditional beliefs, especially non-belief in the immortal soul, and non-belief in eternal suffering in hell.  He was influenced by the new Seventh Day Adventist movement, which first predicted that Jesus would return in 1844.  When that did not happen, they recalculated the return to 1874.  When that did not happen, they claimed Jesus did return, just not visibly.

Russell accepted their teaching that Jesus returned invisibly in 1874, and added that the battle of Armageddon had begun in that year.  But as years progressed, he changed the teaching to Armageddon would begin in 1914, all human governments would soon cease to exist, and Jesus would reign from Jerusalem from 1914 to 2914.  He started a magazine called Zion’s Watchtower in 1879, which explained his new teachings.  In the early 1900’s, Russell’s sermons were printed in city newspapers, and he became one of the most famous of America’s preachers.   By 1910 his sermons were in over 1000 US newspapers, and by 1913, over 2000 newspapers in the US, Canada, Britain, and South Africa carried his sermons.

Early beliefs:

Russell taught that there were two classes of Christians, the 144 000 who were a ‘royal priesthood’ and the rest of Christians, who were of a lesser standing.  The 144 000 would be rulers in the Millennial Kingdom on earth, the rest would be ruled by them.  In 1882, he began to reject the teaching that we have a Triune God, or that Jesus is God.  Instead, he said Jesus is really Michael the Archangel, and that the Holy Spirit is just a force, like electricity.  Other new teachings were developed during the early years before 1914.  By having the Bible study groups regularly study Zion’s Watchtower, newly developed teachings and doctrines could be unified among the groups.  A board of directors was established to oversee the organization, which he named the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.

Because of the World War in 1914, it was several years before it became clear that Armageddon had not occurred in 1914.  When Russell died in 1916, his followers called him the "the Laodicean Messenger, God's seventh and final spokesman to the Christian church”.  (The first six are St. Paul, St. John, Arius, Waldo, Wycliffe, and Luther.)  He was replaced by Joseph Rutherford.  Rutherford was very authoritarian, and some of the governing board quit and the rest were required to pledge allegiance to Rutherford.  Subscriptions to Zion’s Watchtower dropped from 45000 to 3000, and 1/7 of the Bible students left the organization.
Rutherford began the teaching that the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society was the organization that God uses to rule his people spiritually here on earth.  Jesus has returned, in 1914, but he returned invisibly, and has set up his kingdom and is now ruling through the WBTS.  All other denominations were part of ‘Babylon’ and would be destroyed.  He began to teach that serving as a soldier was wrong, calling it a sin equal to murder.  He was jailed under the Espionage Act, but was released on bail in 1919 and charges were dropped in 1920.  Rutherford emphasized door-to-door witnessing and distributing literature.  Witnesses were required to report weekly their door-to-door activity. 

In the 1920’s, Rutherford began teaching that Bibles have wrongly translated the Hebrew YHWH as LORD.  It should be translated as Jehovah.  Therefore, other churches do not use the correct name for God.  In 1925, the understanding of Armageddon became that of a war between God and Satan, rather than an earthly war.  But soon, Jesus would overthrow all governments on earth, and set up his kingdom.  This would occur before the last of those alive in 1914 would die out.  In 1928, the teaching that Christmas is a pagan holiday that should not be celebrated was formed.  In 1929, Rutherford declared that spreading God’s name of Jehovah was the primary doctrine of Christianity.

In the 1920’s, many of the original Bible students quit the organization, but formed smaller groups with ‘Bible Students’ in their name.  To avoid confusion, Rutherford changed the name of his organization to Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931, citing Isaiah 43:10 as the reason for that name.  Shortly after, the buildings where they meet started being called Kingdom Halls, rather than churches.  Under Rutherford, the practice of having elders rule the individual congregations was stopped.  He declared that Jehovah’s Witnesses were ruled by God through the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society in Brooklyn.

In 1935, Witnesses were told it was wrong to salute the flag, or pledge allegiance to the flag, as well as serve in the military.  In 1936, Witnesses were told Christ did not die on a cross, but on a pole, and that the cross was a pagan symbol.  In many schools, children of witnesses were expelled from school for not saluting or pledging allegiance to the flag.  In other countries, many witnesses were jailed for this.  Many cities passed laws which prohibited door-to-door witnessing by the JW’s.  Between 1938 and 1955, Jehovah’s Witnesses filed lawsuits, arguing that their religious rights were being violated by these rules and laws, and they won back most of their rights to do this.

In 1942, Rutherford died, and Nathan Knorr was elected president of the organization.  The practice of having all pieces in their publications being anonymous was begun.  In 1945, it was announced that blood transfusions were against Jehovah’s laws, since in the Old Testament believers were forbidden to eat meat with blood still in it.  In 1951, Jehovah’s Witnesses were told that celebrating birthdays were no longer acceptable, since the only two birthdays mentioned in Scripture were celebrated by murdering someone.  In the 1950’s, they began a new translation of the Bible, and in 1961, their own version The New World Translation was published.  It allows Witnesses to point to the Bible and claim their teachings are found in there. 
In 1966, the teaching that Jesus would destroy earthly kingdoms in 1975 was first taught.  In 1971, a Watchtower article urged young people not to go on to college since earthly occupations would soon disappear.  Witnesses who sold their property and used the proceeds for the organization were commended for their faith.  Even today, witnesses are not encouraged to go to a liberal arts college, but at most to go to a trade school to learn a trade for the few remaining years until Jesus appears.

When nothing happened in 1975, many Witnesses left the organization.  The governing board was purged of several members who were unsure that they were the voice of God in this age.  The doctrine that Jesus would appear before the last of those alive in 1914 had died, was changed to Jesus will appear ‘soon’.  They still teach that 144 000 are of a better class than the ‘great crowd’ which are the majority of believers.  In the Millennium, the 144 000 will be in heaven with Jesus, while the rest will enjoy Paradise on earth.  The Lord’s Supper is celebrated once a year before Passover, but only those of the 144 000 eat and drink.  So bread and water are passed around, and no one eats or drinks of it.

When old teachings need to be changed, Jehovah’s Witness say that Jehovah has given them ‘more light’, and cite Proverbs 4:18 to prove that God will slowly make things more clear, not telling us everything from the start.

Being a Jehovah’s Witness is being part of a family, a family that believes it has a special understanding of God’s Word.  This understanding teaches that all other religions are wrong, and only by being a part of this organization can one escape God’s wrath to come.  A person is not saved by God’s grace, but by his own work of being a faithful servant of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Witnesses are not taught to read the Bible and think for themselves, but to read the Watchtower and learn from it exclusively.  Anyone who leaves is shunned, and since they often have few friends outside of the society, they often fear being shunned more than having wrong beliefs.

It is the way of all cults to reduce biblical truth to make God comprehensible and understandable by their minds.  To this end, they subject God's word to their own reasoning, leading them into error.  Because the doctrine that God is a trinity is impossible to reason out, Jehovah’s Witnesses reject it.  Here is a list of scripture passages which speak of the three persons of the Trinity in one sentence.  
· Matt. 28:19, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit."

· 1 Cor. 12:4-6, "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  6And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons."

· 2 Cor. 13:14, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all."

· Eph. 4:4-7, "There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift."

· 1 Pet. 1:2, "according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure."

· Jude 20-21, "But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; 21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life."

The passages above will not convince a Witness that God is three in one.  He has been taught a comeback for each of the above.  To convince a Jehovah’s Witness of the Trinity, we must get him to explain passages which contradict his belief system.  Only if we can show him that the teaching of the Trinity does not contradict scripture, but his beliefs do, is there hope to bring him back.
· They believe that Jesus did not rise from the dead. Russell says His body either dissolved into gases or is still preserved somewhere. 
 
· They believe that God is not triune (i.e., Father, Son, and Holy Ghost). 
 

· They believe that there is no such thing as a hell of everlasting torment. Hell is just the grave. The wicked are simply annihilated. 
 
· They believe that man has no spirit or soul that continues to exist after death. 
 
· They believe the Holy Ghost is not a person of the Godhead, just a "life force" of God. 
 
· They exercise mind control over members. 
 

· They believe that man must work to be part of "God's system of things".
 
· They believe that only the 144,000 mentioned in the book of Revelation will live in heaven with God.
· They believe all dead people will have a second chance for eternal life at the millennium. If you do not prove worthiness at this time, you'll be destroyed.
 
· The believe the blood of Christ does not forgive sins, it gives us a "chance" to live again. They have NO assurance of salvation as Jehovah's Witnesses who supposedly know the truth.
 
· They believe Jesus is the archangel Michael - Jesus is a created being.
 
· They believe Jesus is just an agent of God, nothing more.
 
· They believe that Jesus' second coming occurred invisibly in 1874. Russell's successor, Rutherford, says this was confirmed by the creation of the first labor organization in 1874.
 
· They believed Russell when he said that in 1914 the millennium would occur and righteousness would be restored to the earth. As 1914 approached, he, and his successor, changed the date to 1915, 1916, 1924, 1928, and on and on to the present day! When you ask a Jehovah's Witness about this, they'll give you the party line, "Well, the Watchtower is reaching different levels of enlightenment."
 

Helping a Jehovah’s Witness by sharing God’s Word
(All quotations of the Scriptures come from the New World Translation used by Jehovah’s Witnesses)
Consider 1 John 4:1  -- Beloved ones, do not believe every inspired expression, but test the inspired expressions to see whether they originate with God, because many false prophets have gone forth into the world.
Do you agree that there are many false prophets in the world today?

Does Jehovah want us to only study the teachings of one prophet or religious organization?

Why not?

Do you think Jehovah would want you to sit down with a Lutheran to test Lutheran teachings to see if they originate with God?

Consider 1 Corinthians 4:6 – Now brothers, these things I have transferred so as to apply to myself and to Apollos for your good, that in our case you may learn the [rule]:   “Do not go beyond what is written,” in order that you may not be puffed up individually in favor of the one against the other.”
What is the rule Paul wants us to learn?  _______________________________________________
What are the writings Paul says we should we be careful not to go beyond?

Why is this an important rule for Christians to live by when studying God’s Word?

What do false prophets often do with God’s Word?
Consider 2 Timothy 3:16,17 – “All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.”

If a person reads the Scriptures, and learns only what is written there, how competent, how equipped will he become?

Some denominations, like the Roman Catholic Church, discourage reading the Bible alone, saying that we should read official church teachings as we read the Scriptures, to make sure we get the proper interpretation.  Do these words agree with that idea?

Would Jehovah approve of people reading the Bible alone, without using helps from the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society?

How often do you read the Scriptures alone, without the aid of Watchtower Society materials?

Consider Deuteronomy 18:21,22 – “In case you should say in your heart: ‘How shall we know the word that Jehovah has not spoken?’ when the prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the word does not occur or come true, that is the word Jehovah did not speak.  With presumptuousness the prophet spoke it.”
In the past, people have predicted that the world would end on a certain date.  What does this passage tell us about those who predicted what did not come to pass?

Charles Taze Russell and Joseph Rutherford made the following predictions before 1914 and in the 1920’s.  Did these predictions come true?
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of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have
an end, thus saith the Lord God: Remove the diadem,
and take off the crown: this shall not be the same ; exalt
him that is low and abase him that is high. I will over-
turn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more,
until he come whose right it is; and I will give it [to]
him.”—Ezekiel 21: 24-27.

430Tn the year 606 B. C. Zedekiah was overthrown.
THe was taken a prisoner, carried away to Babylon, and
Nebuchadnezzar established in the earth the first uni-
versal empire and the gentile times dated from that
time forward. The length of the gentile times is defi-
nitely fixed in the Scriptures as a period of seven sym-
bolic times of 360 years each, or a total of 2,520 years.

This period_beginning with the year 606 B. C. neces-
sarily must end in 1914 A. D. God had declared that
he would overturn the right of the descendants of Abra~
ham to rule, thereby permitting the gentiles to have an
uninterrupted sway until he should come whose right it
is. The one whose right it is is the great Messiah,
Christ Jesus the Lord. It would be reasonable to ex-
pect him to be present some time before he would take
unto himself his great power to reign. His presence
beginning in 1874, he has carried on his harvest work
from 1878 forward, but has not interrupted the gentile
dominion until that dominion should end. The end of
the gentile rule, therefore, would mark necessarily the

end of the present order ; therefore, the end of the world.

'We should expect, then, to find 1914 as th i
of The end of the old world or order of government..

And that this would take place during the presence of
the Lord he definitely stated. %
41\When the gentile dominion legally ends, the order
being a wicked one under the supervision of Satan, the
god of the evil world (2 Corinthians 4:3,4), and all
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$30Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faith-

ful prophets described by the apostle Paul in Hebrews
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11 are promised a better resurrection; because of the
statement of the Prophet that they shall be princes or
rulers in all the earth (Psalm 45:16), it is to be ex-
pected that they will be the first ones raised under the
terms of the new covenant. Therefore it is reasonable
to expect them to be back on earth at the beginning of
the restoration blessings. Hence these faitliful men may
& expected on earth within the next few years. They
will const i ist.
in fhe earth. They will be the visible representatives of
the kingdom of heaven, These are the ones who shall
administer the affairs of earth under the direction of
the Lord.
81\7e therefore see that there are two phases of God’s
kingdom: the heavenly, which is invisible; and the
earthly, which is visible, the faithful prophets of old,
namely, the ancient worthies, representing the Lord in
this regard.
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53 Fyery one, then, who believes God’s Word and who
confidently expects the kingdom to bring blessings to
mankind and who sees it now being established should
watch for the return' of Abraham and the other faithful
prophets and get into communication with them as soon
as possible after their return. And acting under their
advice, all such will doubtless find early many oppor-
tunities of service, which will bring to them blessings
and happiness.

84The Psalmist gives us another picture of this king-
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The photocopies above are from The Harp of God, © 1924, by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.
How should faithful servants of Jehovah regard these two self-described prophets – as true prophets of Jehovah or as false prophets?

WHY I BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE ONE TRUE GOD
Isaiah 44:6  Jehovah says: "I am the first and I am the last, and besides me there is no God."

Is 48:12  Again Jehovah says: "I am the first.  Moreover, I am the last." 

Rv 1:17  Jesus says, "I am the First and the Last".

Rv 2:8  Jesus is called "the First and the Last"

Both Jesus and Jehovah God claim to be THE first and THE last.  Can two different 

beings claim to be THE FIRST?  Can two different beings claim to be THE LAST?  Unless

 we believe one of them to be a liar, we must accept that the two are the one and same 

Eternal God.  

As Jehovah also says in Is 43:10:  "Before me there was no God formed, 

and after me there continued to be none."  No god was formed before or after Jehovah.
******************************************************************************

Rv 1:8  Jehovah God says: "I am the Alpha and the Omega."

Rv 22:13  Jesus says: "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End." 
Conclusion:  Jesus claims to be equal to the Almighty Jehovah God in terms of his eternal nature.

******************************************************************************

Ps 102:25-27  The psalmist tells the wonderful works of the almighty Jehovah.

Heb 1:10-12  The writer says that the words of Ps 102 cited above refer to Jesus. The writer does not consider it wrong to apply a passage about Jehovah to Jesus.
******************************************************************************

1 Ki 8:39  Jehovah alone is able to search and know the heart of any person.

 Rv 2:23  Jesus says "I am he who  searches the inmost thoughts and hearts" of all

 people on earth.  
Conclusion:  Jesus says "I am HE" in a way which indicates that there is only ONE 

BEING who can search and know the hearts of all people.  But Jehovah claims that 

ability alone.  The only explanation which accepts both as true is that Jesus is

 Jehovah, the one true God.
**************************************************************************

Is 42:8, 48:11  Jehovah says: "to no one else shall I give my own glory"

Mt 16:27  Jesus will come "in the glory of his Father."

Does Jehovah God give his glory to another or not?  If Jesus is a lesser being,

then either Jehovah lied in Isaiah, or Jesus lied to his listeners as recorded by 

Matthew.  The only explanation which accepts both passages as true is that Jesus and Jehovah are the same true God.
The Is 42:8 passage also means that we who are created beings are not to glorify 

or worship anything or anyone other than the Almighty God.  This agrees with what 

Jesus said to Satan in Luke 4:8:

Lk 4:8  "It is Jehovah your God you must worship."

Yet in Heb 1:6 we read "Let all God's angels worship him.   [‘him’ refers to Jesus].
"Are we going to say that the angels are disobeying Jehovah God?  How can they 

rightly worship Jesus?  The only explanation that can be, is that Jesus can be

 worshipped just as our Heavenly Father can be worshipped.  
Jesus himself said that all his believers must "honor the Son just as they honor the Father" (Jn 5:23).  Surely this would have been blasphemy on Jesus' part if he was not equal with our Father in heaven.
**************************************************************************

Is 44:24; 45:8,12  Jehovah created the heavens ALONE (cf. also Job 9:8).  

Is 48:13  Jehovah says, "My own hand laid the foundation of the earth."  
Col 1:16  All things in heaven and on earth were created by Jesus. (Also John 1:3)
Conclusion:  Since Jehovah created the heavens alone, by his own hand, a separate

 being was not helping him.  Yet Jesus created the heavens and the earth.  The only 

explanation that accepts both passages as true the way that they are written is the explanation that Jesus himself is the same being as Jehovah.  As he himself said, 

"I am Jehovah, and there is no one else."  Is 45:18
*****************************************************************************

1 Tim 6:15  Jehovah is referred to as the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Rv 19:16  Jesus is referred to as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
(Compare also to Dt 10:17 and Rv 17:14)

Is it possible for two different beings to be called King of kings?  Or Lord of lords?  Surely the only rational explanation is that Jesus is Jehovah, the one true God.

**************************************************************************

John 1:1   NWT reads “In the beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.”

Deut 32:39   “I am he.  And there are no gods together with me.”

Jehovah says there are no gods together with him, yet JW’s teach that Jesus is ‘a god’ together with Jehovah.  Who is telling a lie, God or Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Ask:  Do we have one Lord, or two Lords?

Luke 10:21  [Jesus] said: “I publicly praise you, Father, lord of heaven and earth, …..”

1 Peter 3:15  “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, ….

1 Cor 8:6  “there is actually to us one God, the Father, out of whom all things are, and we for him; and there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things are, and we through him.”

By their own translation, Jesus is ‘a god’ inferior to God the Father.  Yet scripture says there is only one God, the Father.  Jesus said his Father is “lord of heaven and earth”, yet both Jesus and his Father are called ‘Lord.”  JW doctrine contradicts scripture, but the Trinity doctrine explains scripture.

**************************************************************************

Other passages that support the teaching that Jesus is the one true God:

Compare:

Is 9:6 with Is 10:21

Is 40:10 with Rv 22:12

Is 45:23 with Philipp 2:10

Is 8:13,14 with 1 Pet 2:8

Zech 12:10 with Jn 19:37

Is 6:5,10 with Jn 12:41

Zech 14:9 with Acts 4:12, Philipp 2:10

1 Jn 5:20 with 1 Jn 1:2

Single passages:  Jn 5:18;  Jn 20:28;  Titus 2:13;  2 Pet 1:1;

Is 54:5;  Mk 5:19,20;  Jer 23:6
Why I believe the Holy Spirit is a person, not a force like electricity:

Can a mere force search?

1 Cor 2:10
“for the spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.”

Can a mere force ‘know’ things of God?

1 Cor 2:11
”no one has come to know the things of God, except the spirit of God.”

Can a mere force guide, speak, hear, and declare?

John 16:13
“However, when that one arrives, the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into al truth, for he will not speak of his own impulse, but what things he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things coming.”

Can a mere force be grieved by our behavior?

Isaiah 63:10
“they themselves rebelled and made his holy spirit feel hurt”

Eph 4:30
“do not be grieving God’s holy spirit, with which you have been sealed for a day of releasing by ransom”

Can a mere force ‘dwell’ or ‘reside’ in us?

Romans 8:9
“if God’s spirit truly dwells in you.”

Romans 8:11

“if now, the spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his spirit that resides in you.”

Can a mere force plead for us with groanings?

Romans 8:26

“the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the [problem of] what we should pray for as we need to we do not know, but the spirit itself pleads for us with groanings unuttered.”

Can a mere force decide how to distribute spiritual gifts?

1 Cor 12:11
“But all these operations the one and the same spirit performs, making a distribution to each one respectively just as it wills.”

Can a person lie to an impersonal force?

Acts 5:3,4
“Ananias, why has Satan emboldened you to play false to the holy spirit and to hold back secretly some of the price of the field?” ……. “You have played false, not to men, but to God.”

Can a mere force speak to people?  Can a force use the pronoun ‘I’?

Acts 13:2
“as they were publicly ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said:  ‘of all persons set Barnabas and Saul apart for me for the work I have called them.”

Why I believe Jesus’ body was raised from the dead:

John 2:18-21

“Therefore, in answer, the Jews said to him; ‘What sign have you to show us, since you are doing these things?’  In answer Jesus said to them:  ‘Break down this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’  Therefore the Jews said:  ‘This temple was built in forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’  But he was talking about the temple of his body.”

(All scripture quotations in this paper are taken from the Jehovah's Witnesses' official translation, the'New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures', copyright 1961.)
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GaY IS GOD A “TRINITY”?

12 Many religions of Christendom teach that God
is'a “Trinity,” although the word “Trinity” does
not appear in the Bible. The World Council of
Churches recently said that all religions that are
part of that Council should advocate the belief that
there is “one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,”
that is, three persons in one God. Those teaching
this doctrine admit that it is “a mystery.” The
Athanasian Creed, of about the eighth century of
the Common Era, says that the Father, the Son
and the Holy Ghost (Spirit) are all three of the
same substance, all three are eternal (and hence
had no beginning), and all three are almighty. So
the creed reads that in the “Trinity none is afore
or after other; none is greater or less than anoth-
er.”* Is that reasonable? More importantly, is it
in agreement with the Bible?

13 This doctrine was unknown to the Hebrew
prophets and Christian apostles. The New Catholic
Encyclopedia (1967 edition, Vol. XIV, p. 306) ad-
mits that “the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is not
taught in the OT [Old Testament].” It also admits
that the doctrine must be dated as from about
three hundred and fifty years after the death of
Jesus Christ. So the early Christians who were
taught directly by Jesus Christ did not believe
that God is a “Trinity.”

14 When Jesus was on earth he certainly was
not equal to his. Father, for he said there were

+ Cyclopeedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature, by J. M'Clintock ‘and J. Strong, Vol. II, p. 561.

12. (a) What do church creeds, such as the Athanasian Creed,
teach about God? (b) What questions should we ask about
this teaching?

13. According to the New Catholic Encyclopedia, did the Hebrew
prophets and the first Christians believe in a “Trinity”?

14, How did Jesus show that he was not equal with his Father?

‘WHO IS GOD? 23

some things that neither he nor the angels knew
but that only God knew. (Mark 13:32) Further-
more, he prayed to his Father for help when un-
dergoing trial. (Luke 22:41, 42) Also, he himself
said: “The Father is greater than I am.” (John
14:28) Because of this, Jesus spoke of his Father
as “my God” and as ‘“the only true God.”—John
20:17; 17:3.

15 After Jesus’ death, God raised him to life
again and gave him glory greater than he had
before. However, he was still not equal to his
Father. How do we know? Because later the in-
spired Scriptures state that God is still “the head
of the Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:3) The Bible
also says that Jesus is to reign as God’s appointed
king until he has put all enemies under his feet,
and that then shall “the Son also himself be sub-
ject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:28, AV)
Clearly, even since his resurrection Jesus Christ
is not equal with his Father.

16 But did not Jesus say on one occasion, “I and
the Father are one”? (John 10:30) Yes, he did.
However, that statement does not even suggest a
“Trinity,” since he spoke of only two as being one,
not three. Jesus was surely not contradicting the
scriptures we have already read. What he meant -
by this expression he himself made clear later
when he prayed regarding his followers that “they
may be one just as we are one.” (John 17:22)
Jesus and his Father are “one” in that Jesus is in
full harmony with his Father. And he prayed that
all his followers might likewise be in harmony

15. How do we know that Jesus was not equal with God even
after he was raised from the dead?

16. (a) Does Jesus’ statement, “I and the Father are onme,”
teach a “Trinity”? (b) What did Jesus mean by that expression?
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with his Father, with Jesus and with one another.
17 What about the statement at John 1:1 (4V),
which refers to Jesus as “the Word,” saying: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God”? Does that not
prove the “Trinity”? No. Notice, first of all, that
only two persons are mentioned, not three. Also,
in this same chapter, verse 2 says that the ‘Word
Alwas “in the beginning with God,” and verse 18
says that “no man hath seen God at any time,”

. yet men have seen Jesus.Christ. For these reasons,
and in full harmony with the Greek text, some
translations of verse 1 read: “The Word was with
God, and the Word was divine,” or was “a god,”
that is, the Word was a powerful godlike one. (AT;
NW) So this portion of the Bible is in agreement
with all the rest; it does not teach a “Trinity.”*
18 As for the “Holy Spirit,” the so-called “third
Person of the Trinity,” we have already seen that
it is, not a person, but God’s active force. (Judges
14:6) John the Baptist said that Jesus would bap-
tize with holy spirit even as John had been bap-
tizing with water. Water is not a person nor is
holy spirit a person. (Matthew 3:11) What John
foretold was fulfilled when God caused his Son
Christ Jesus to pour out holy spirit on the apostles
and disciples during the day of Pentecost 33 C.E.,
so that “they all became filled with holy spirit.”
Were they “filled” with a person? No, but they
were filled with God’s active force.—Acts 2:4, 33.
"% Trinitarians have practically ceased to cite the words “the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are
one” that appear in some Bible versions at 1 John 5:7. Tex-

tual scholars agree that these words are a later spurious addi-
tion to the inspired text.

17. Why does the statement at John 1:1 not teach a “Trinity”?
18. How does the Bible account of what took place at Pente-
cost of 33 C.E. show that the holy spirit could not be a person?

WHO IS GOD? ; 25

19 What, then, do the facts show as to the “Trin-
ity”? Neither the word nor the idea is in God’s
Word, the Bible. The doctrine did not originate
with God. But, you will be interested to know that,
according to the book Babylonian Life and History
(by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge, 1925 edition, pp. 146,
147), in ancient Babylon, the pagans did believe
in such a thing; in fact, they worshiped more
than one trinity of gods.

WORSHIPING GOD “WITH SPIRIT AND TRUTH”

20To love and respect a person, one needs to
know him as he really is. To give God the exclusive
devotion that he deserves, you need to study his
‘Word and ‘prove to yourself the good and accept-
able and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) The
important thing is not how humans want to wor-
ship God, but how God wants to be worshiped.

21 Religious ceremonies and “aids to devotion”
may seem beautiful in the eyes of those who use
them, but how does God view them? Surely you
want to know, because you want to have God’s
approval. God’s own Son tells us that “the true
worshipers will. worship the Father with spirit
and truth.” (John 4:23) Is the use of images, for .
example, worship “with spirit and truth”? Does *
it please God?

22 At Exodus 20:4, 5, in one of the Ten Com-
mandments, God himself says: “You shall not
make yourself a carved image or any likeness of

19. (a) So, is the “Trinity” a Bible teaching? (b) In what
ancient land did the pagans believe in trinities of gods?

20. According to Romans 12:2, what must we do to give God
exclusive devotion?

21. In the words of God’s own Son, how does God want to
be worshiped?

22. (a) What does the Bible, at Exodus 20:4, 5, say about
religious images? (b) What does God’s Word say to show that
the alse?ot images as an “aid” to worship is no part of true
worship
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What the Bible teaches about what is commonly called the ‘soul’ of man.
Those who deny the immortality of the soul often quote Genesis 2:7 from the King James Version of the Bible:   “7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”   They go on to rightly point out that the Hebrew word which here is translated ‘soul’ [nephesh] is said to die in other places in Scripture, like Ezekiel 18:4,20.  Clearly the Hebrew word nephesh means ‘living creature’ and is used for animal life as well as human life.  

Denying that there is an immortal part to every human being goes hand in hand with the denial that there is a place called hell, where souls who, on Judgment Day, stand before the Lord Jesus unworthy of heaven and remain conscious in eternity and apart from God.  Those who deny hell usually do so because they cannot believe a God of love would do this to anyone.

The basis for Christian belief in an immortal soul comes from passages other than Gen 2:7, which leave no doubt that there is a conscious part of humans which continues on after death.

Consider Luke 12:4-5:  4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”
If there is no soul which lives on after the body is killed, then what is there to fear God about?  If the soul is only the life force that energizes the body, and it returns to God, what gets thrown into hell?  This passage makes no sense without an element that continues on after death.

Consider 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, esp. v 8: 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.   

Paul would prefer to be away from his body and be with the Lord, but if he ceases to exist when he is away from his body, how will he be with his Lord?

Consider Philippians 1:23-24:  23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.
If Paul departs (i.e. dies), he will be with Christ.  But what part of him will be with Christ if his body returns to dust and his spirit is merely the animating force of his body?  Paul certainly speaks as if there is a part of him that continues to exist in a conscious state.

Jesus told a story of a rich man and a poor man Lazarus, who both died, and both continued to remain conscious, speaking to Abraham (Luke 16:19-31).  Jesus describes the rich man as being in torment, not as having an annihilated soul.  Nowhere in the text is this account called a parable, as if as a parable all that it speaks of can be considered not real.  Even if it is a parable, why would Jesus speak of hell as real if it did not exist, or of people being conscious after death if it were not true.  Jesus would be deceiving us with this account.

What the Bible teaches about hell
Consider Jesus’ words to the teachers of his day, from Luke 13:28:  28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.”  

If there is no hell and no consciousness after death, how can there be weeping, or gnashing of teeth?  How can those in hell see Abraham and the prophets in the kingdom?  How can they understand that they have been thrown out?

Consider Matthew 13:49, 50:   49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Certainly these words are the ending words of a parable of catching fish in a net, and throwing out the bad fish, and keeping the good.  But these words are the reality that the parable teaches – the parable ends with verse 48.  At verse 49, Jesus says “this is how it will be …”  He is describing the real thing.  And what is real is a blazing furnace, and weeping, and gnashing of teeth.

Some (the Seventh Day Adventists) teach that hell is real, but it does not burn forever – it burns just long enough to punish the sins of those who are sent there.  The more evil their lives, the longer they will burn.  But all will eventually burn out, when their sins are paid for.  But Scripture gives no hint of that.

Consider Revelation 14:11:  11 And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.”
What else can ‘forever and ever’ and ‘no rest day or night’ mean, but an eternity of suffering?

Consider Matthew 10:25:  15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
If all those who die suffer the same fate – ceasing to exist – how can it be said that for some it will be more bearable than for others?
Consider Matthew 25:41:  41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
Consider Luke 23:43:  “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
If the soul ceases to exist at death, what would be with Jesus in Paradise in just a few hours?  What comfort could Jesus give to the thief next to him if his consciousness ceased to exist at death.  Jesus would be lying to him, giving him a false hope.  
Perhaps the greatest proof of hell is from these words of Jesus on the cross “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  (Matt 27:46; Mark 15:34)  To be forsaken by God is to be in hell.  Jesus suffered hell while on the cross.  Why did he have to go through this, if there were no hell?  
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their ancestors. Still other religions teach that the dead
g0 to an underworld to be judged and are then reincar-
nated, or reborn in another body.

4 Such religious teachings all share one basic idea—that
some part of us survives the death of the physical body.
According to almost every religion, past and present, we
somehow live on forever with the ability to see, hear, and
think. Yet, how can that be? Our senses, along with our
thoughts, are all linked to the workings of our brain. At
death, the brain stops working. Our memories, feelings,
and senses do not continue to function independently in
some mysterious way. They do not survive the destruc-
tion of our brain.

WHAT REALLY HAPPENS AT DEATH?

s What happens at death is no mystery to Jehovah, the
Creator of the brain. He knows the truth, and in his Word,
the Bible, he explains the condition of the dead. Its clear
teaching is this: When a person dies, he ceases to exist.
Death is the opposite of life. The dead do not see or hear
or think. Not even one part of us survives the death of the
body. We do not possess an immortal soul or spirit.”

s After Solomon observed that the living know that
they will die, he wrote: “But the dead know nothing at
all.” He then enlarged on that basic truth by saying that
the dead can neither love nor hate and that “there is no
work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the
Grave.” (Read Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10.) Similarly, Psalm
146:4 says that when a man dies, “his thoughts per-

* For a discussion of the words “soul” and “spirit,” please see the
Appendix, pages 208-211.

4. What basic idea do many religions share concerning death?
5, 6. What does the Bible teach about the condition of the dead?

Where Are the Dead?

ish.” We are mortal and do not survive
the death of our body. The life we enjoy
is like the flame of a candle. When the
flame is put out, it does not go anywhere.
It is simply gone.

WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT DEATH

7 Jesus Christ spoke about the condi-
tion of the dead. He did so with regard to
Lazarus, a man whom he knew well and
who had died. Jesus told his disciples:
“Lazarus our friend has fallen asleep.”
The disciples thought that Jesus meant
that Lazarus was resting in sleep, recov-
ering from an illness. They were wrong.
Jesus explained: “Lazarus has died.” Where did the
(Read John 11:11-14.) Notice that Jesus flame go?
compared death to sleep. Lazarus was
neither in heaven nor in a burning hell. He was not
meeting angels or ancestors. Lazarus was not being re-
born as another human. He was at rest in death, as
though in a deep sleep without dreams. Other scriptures
also compare death to sleep. For example, when the dis-
ciple Stephen was stoned to death, the Bible says that he
“fell asleep.” (Acts 7:60) Similarly, the apostle Paul wrote
about some in his day who had “fallen asleep in death.”
—1 Corinthians 15:6.

8 Was it God’s original purpose for people to die?
Not at all! Jehovah made man to live forever on earth.
As we learned earlier in this book, God placed the first
human couple in a delightful paradise. He blessed them

7. How did Jesus explain what death is like?
8. How do we know that it was not God’s purpose for people to die?
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a place of fiery torment. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)
In saying this the apostle quoted from Psalm 16:10
[15:10, Dy]. Here the Hebrew word sheol’ was
used, and at Acts 2:31 this word is translated by
the Greek word hddes. This shows that sheol’ and
hddes refer to the same thing. The Bible “hell” is
actually mankind’s grave.

21 Ag further proof of this, consider the case of
Job, a righteous servant of God who suffered
much. He prayed to God: “Who will grant me
this, that thou mayst protect me in hell [sheol’;
the grave, AV], and hide me till thy wrath pass,
and appoint me a time when thou wilt remember
me?” (Job 14:13, Dy) How unreasonable to think
that Job desired protection in hell if it is a fiery-hot
place! Clearly, this “hell” is simply the grave, and
Job desired to go there so that his sufferings might
end. Good people as well as bad people go to the
Bible “hell,” the common grave of all mankind.

RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
22 There is one place where hddes occurs, how-
ever, that has caused some persons to believe that

the Bible hell is a place of physical torment. That -

is where Jesus spoke of the rich man and Lazarus,
and said that the rich man died, and in hddes ex-
perienced torment. (Luke 16:22-31) Why is the
use of hddes here so different from its use in other
places? Because Jesus was giving a parable or
jllustration and was not speaking of a literal place
of torment. (Matthew 13:34) Consider: Is it rea-
sonable or Scriptural to believe that a man suffers
torment simply because he is rich, wears good
clothing and has plenty to eat? Is it Scriptural to

21. (a) Did the righteous man Job believe hell to be a flery-
hot place? (b) So what is the Bible hell?

22. How do we know that Jesus’ words about the rich man and
Lazarus are an illustration?

K

1‘\ ’\' s wol | = Soy
K believe that one is blessed with heavenly life just
4 because he is a beggar? Consider this too: Is hell
%‘ literally within speaking distance of heaven so that
an actual conversation could be carried on? Also,
if the rich man were in a literal burning lake, how
' could Abraham send Lazarus to cool his tongue
) with just a drop of water on the tip of his finger?
What, then, was Jesus illustrating?

\% 2 In this illustration the rich man stood for the
i class of religious leaders who rejected and later
\ | Kkilled Jesus. Lazarus pictured the common people
y who accepted God’s Son. The Bible shows that

\ death can be used as a symbol, representinga great

\ )change in one’s life or course of action. (Compare
l

Romans 6:2, 11-13; 7:4-6.) A death, or change
{ from former conditions, happened -when Jesus fed

t&' | the Lazarus class spiritually, and they thus came

/ into the favor of the greater Abraham, Jehovah
/ God. At the same time, the false religious leaders
| “died” with respect to having God’s favor. Being
cast off, they suffered torments when Christ’s fol-
( lowers after Pentecost forcefully exposed their
evil works. (Acts 7:51-57) So this illustration does
\\not teach that some dead persons are tormented
n a literal fiery hell.

GEHENNA AND PURGATORY

2¢ Perhaps someone may object and say that the
Bible does speak of “hell fire.” (Matthew 5:22,
AV, Dy) True, some versions use this expression,
but in such cases the original Greek word here
used for “hell” is Géenna, and not hddes. Gehenna
23. What is the meaning of the illustration with regard to
(a) the rich man? (b) Lazarus? (c) the death of each?
(d) the torments of the rich man?
24. (a) When some Bible versions speak of “hell fire,” from

what original Greek word is the term “hell” translated?
(b) How was Gehenna used when Jesus was on earth?

WHERE ARE’ HEM \‘ 9;‘&;”@‘5
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about the resurrection to come. People who were restored
to life right here on earth were reunited with their loved
ones. The future resurrection will be similar—but much
better. As we learned in Chapter 3, God’s purpose is that
the whole earth be made into a paradise. So the dead will
not be raised to life in a world filled with war, crime, and
sickness. They will have an opportunity to live forever on
this earth in peaceful and happy conditions.

17 Who will be resurrected? Jesus said that “all those
in the memorial tombs will hear his [Jesus’] voice and
come out.” (John 5:28, 29) Similarly, Revelation 20:13
says: “The sea gave up those dead in it, and death and
Hades gave up those dead in them.” “Hades” refers to
the common grave of mankind. (See the Appendix, pag-
es 212-13.) This collective grave will be emptied. All those
billions who rest there will live again. The apostle Paul
said: “There is going to be a resurrection of both the righ-
teous and the unrighteous.” (Acts 24:15) What does that
mean?

18 “The righteous” include many of the people we read
about in the Bible who lived before Jesus came to the
earth. You might think of Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses,
Ruth, Esther, and many others. Some of these men and
women of faith are discussed in the 11th chapter of He-
brews. But “the righteous” also include Jehovah's servants
who die in our time. Thanks to the resurrection hope, we
may be freed from any dread of dying.—Hebrews 2:15.

19 What about all the people who did not serve or obey
Jehovah because they never knew about him? These bil-

17. How extensive will the resurrection be?
18. Who are included among “the righteous” who are to be resur-
rected, and how may this hope affect you personally?

19. Who are “the unrighteous,” and what opportunity does Jehovah
kindly give them?
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i aynrighteous” ones will not be forgotten. They
l!lg(?zvﬁ{ be resgurrected and given time t0 learn about the
true God and to serve him. Duringa peuf)d of a thousand
years, the dead will be resurrected anq given an opportu-
nity to join faithful humans on earth in serving ]ehov_ah.
It will be a wonderful time. This period is what the Bible
refers to as Judgment Day.” 4

20 Does this mean that every human who ever lived
will be resurrected? No. The Bible says that some pf
the dead are in “Gehenna.” (Luke 12:5) Gghenna go.t its
name from a garbage dump located outside of ancient

Jerusalem. Dead bodies and garbage were burned the_re.
The dead whose bodies were thrown there were consid-
ered by the Jews to be unworthy of a burial and a

resurrection. So Gehenna is a fitting }ymbol of everlast-

ing destruction. Although Jesus will have a role n‘i

judging the living and the dead, Jehovah is the final

Judge. (Acts 10:42) He will never Fesurrect those whom

he judges to be wicked and unwilling to change.

THE HEAVENLY RESURRECTION 1

21 The Bible also refers to another kind of resurrection,
one to life as a spirit creature in heaven. OnlAy one exam-
ple of this type of resurrection is recorded in the Bible,
that of Jesus Christ. i

22 After Jesus was put to death as a human, Jehovah did
not allow His faithful Son to remain in the grave. (Psalm
16:10; Acts 13:34, 35) God resurrected Jesus, put not”as a
hume;n. The apostle Peter explains that Christ was “put

* For more information on Judgment Day and the basis for judg-
ment, please see the Appendix, pages 213-15.

20. What is Gehenna, and who go there?

21, 22. (a) What other kind of resurrection is_thfre? (b) Who was
the first ever to receive a resurrection to spirit life?

I
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to death in the flesh, but . . . made alive in the spirit.”
(1 Peter 3:18) This truly was a great miracle. Jesus was
alive again as a mighty spirit person! (1 Corinthians 15:
3-6) Jesus was the first ever to receive this glorious type of
resurrection. (John 3:13) But he would not be the last.

2 Knowing that he would soon return to heaven, Jesus
told his faithful followers that he would “prepare a place”
for them there. (John 14:2) Jesus referred to those going
to heaven as his “little flock.” (Luke 12:32) How many are
to be in this relatively small group of faithful Christians?
According to Revelation 14:1, the apostle John says: “I
saw, and, look! the Lamb [Jesus Christ] standing upon
the Mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four
thousand having his name and the name of his Father
written on their foreheads.”

24 These 144,000 Christians, including Jesus’ faithful
apostles, are raised to life in heaven. When does their res-
urrection take place? The apostle Paul wrote that it would
occur during the time of Christ’s presence. (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:23) As you will learn in Chapter 9, we are now
living in that time. So those few remaining ones of the
144,000 who die in our day are instantly resurrected to
life in heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:51-55) The vast majority
of mankind, however, have the prospect of being resur-
rected in the future to life in Paradise on earth.

2 Yes, Jehovah really will defeat our enemy death, and
it will be gone forever! (Isaiah 25:8) Yet, you may wonder,
‘What will those resurrected to heaven do there?” They
will form part of a marvelous Kingdom government in
heaven. We will learn more about that government in
the next chapter.

23, 24. Who make up Jesus’ “little flock,” and how many will they
number?
25. What will be considered in the next chapter?

Real Hope for Your Loved Ones Who Have Died

7

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
= The Bible’s resurrection accounts give us a
sure hope.—John 11:39-44.
= Jehovah is eager to bring the dead back to
life.—Job 14:13-15.
u All of those in the common grave of man-
kind will be resurrected.—John 5:28, 29.

In Paradise, the dead will rise
and be reunited with their loved ones







