And God’s promises are trustworthy.  The Bible also says:  
“This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”       1 John 4:9,10
“If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.”     1 John 4:15,16

We invite you to come hear this wonderful message – God loves us, and has saved us through the life and death of Jesus.  It is the main message of the Bible.  It is heard each week at St Peter’s Lutheran Church in Mishicot.
Worship times:
 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays,
 6:30 pm Mondays.
Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
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It’s a New Year!
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Many people use the start of a new year as a time to reflect on the type of person they are.  As they do, they make resolutions to try to improve themselves in the coming year.

But though they resolve to do better, they find it impossible to break old habits and start new and better ones. 
Does this sound like you?

Do you have a list of things you want to change, but find it impossible to do so?
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Why is this?  Did God make us so poorly that we cannot even motivate ourselves toward self-improvement?

Actually, the Bible says God made us perfect.  We are the ones who chose to disobey him.  God lets us suffer the consequences of our disobedience, so we can come to realize that our situation is hopeless without him.
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(Not everyone recognizes how unable we are to change ourselves, however.)

2500 years ago, God looked at the people he considered his own and remarked:
Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil.  Jer 13:23
We see that the people in the Bible had the same problems we have today – they were sinful, disobedient, unable to please God, and unable and unwilling to change and become better.
No wonder Jesus said that the path to heaven is a narrow one, with few people on it -- and the path to hell is wide, with many people on it.  (Matt 7:13,14)
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Since we find it impossible to live the way we know we should in this life, we would surely deceive ourselves if we thought we could live in a way that would qualify us to be with God in the next life!
And what if we made a New Year’s resolution to live how God wants us to?  How much would we have to change?  What kind of lifestyle is pleasing to God?  

Actually, that very question was once asked of Jesus:
Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"  Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  John 6:28,29
Jesus did not give his listeners a long list of ways to improve themselves and live for God.  Because living for God does not consist of a list of do’s and don’ts.
Rather, doing what God requires consists of believing in Jesus, the one God sent to the earth.  Believing in Jesus means trusting that the perfect life that he lived will be credited to you on Judgment Day.  
We cannot place our hopes for the future on the resolutions we make.  Our behavior is not trustworthy.  But God’s resolution about us is:
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16
