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"Left Behind" doctrines --
Are they from the Bible?PRIVATE 

On the Christian bestsellers list for several years now is a series of novels about people living in the last days of earth’s history.  They are the “Left Behind” novels written by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins. 

The Rising: Antichrist is Born: Before They Were Left Behind
The Regime: Evil Advances: Before They Were Left Behind #2
The Rapture: In the Twinkling of an Eye
Left Behind: A Novel of the Earth's Last Days
Tribulation Force: The Continuing Drama of Those Left Behind
Nicolae: The Rise of Antichrist
Soul Harvest: The World Takes Sides
Apollyon: The Destroyer Is Unleashed
Assassins: Assignment: Jerusalem, Target: Antichrist
The Indwelling: The Beast Takes Possession
The Mark: The Beast Rules the World
Desecration: Antichrist Takes the Throne
The Remnant: On the Brink of Armageddon
Armageddon: The Cosmic Battle of the Ages
Glorious Appearing: The End of Days
Kingdom Come: The Final Victory
What Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins have written are not just novels with a story line they invented.  They are describing a doctrinal viewpoint that can be traced back to the 1830's to the followers of Edward Irving in Scotland, and John Darby in England, and even earlier to the writings of Manuel Lacunza, a Jesuit priest of the late 1700’s. These writers of nearly 200 years ago influenced C.I. Scofield, who printed the doctrine in the margins of the Scofield Reference Bible.  The teaching was and is a strong part of the Assemblies of God and Pentecostal churches, and the Moody Bible Institute.  Many non-denominational churches accept this interpretation.  The Left Behind series elaborates on the ideas taught by Hal Lindsay in the 1960's in the book Late Great Planet Earth.  The teaching is generally called the Pre-millennial (or Pre-Tribulation)  Rapture doctrine.  Simplified, it states:

1.  Today's nation of Israel had to be established in order for Christ to return. (Using Gen 13:15; 17:8-10; Ez 37:1-14, 26;  Is 11:11,12)

2.  Christ's Second Coming will be secret.  He will come to snatch away his people (the Church) in order to spare them the horror of experiencing the next seven years (using Dan 9:27) of Tribulation.  They will be "raptured" up to heaven.  (Using Mt 24:40,41;  1 Th 4:16-17)
3.  The unraptured world will band together and try to defeat Israel, giving power to a man called the Antichrist.  The antichrist will rule a 10-nation confederacy, initially headquartered in Rome (Using Rev 17:1-3;12-18).  The antichrist will eventually sit in the rebuilt Jewish Temple in Jerusalem and mock Christ. (Using  2 Th 2:4  Mk 13:14)

4.  The Jews living during these seven years will all be converted to Christ (Using Ro 11:25,26), and 144,000 of them will become effective missionaries to the Gentile nations (using Rev 14).  Therefore, those who missed the rapture will get a second chance at being saved.

5.  At the end of seven years of opposing Christ, the kingdoms of this world are defeated (at the Battle of Armageddon), and Christ returns to the earth and, sitting on an actual throne in Jerusalem, will set up an earthly kingdom of peace (Using Is 11) which lasts 1000 years.  During this time, only the believers are raised from their graves and reign with Christ.  (Using  Rev 20; Ps 2:6  Lk 14:14)

6.  Many people born during the 1000 year reign will rebel against Christ (Using Rev 20:7-10)  Christ destroys all that is evil at the end of the 1000 year reign, then raises the unsaved from the dead, judges them and condemns them to hell.  Finally he sets up the eternal kingdom of heaven for his believers.

The viewpoint is summarized by this picture:
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What does scripture say about these teachings?  Let’s look at them one by one:
Israel:

What about the idea that God still plans to fulfill his purpose through people of Jewish descent?  (That is, through the present nation of Israel)

Rom 9:6-9

Gal 3:6-9,29; 6:15-16

Phil 3:3

Rom 11:25,26

Josh 21:43-45 

The early Christians had a tendency to look to Jerusalem as if it were God's city, but which city do the epistles point us to?

Gal 4:24-26

Heb 12:18-24
The pre-millennial connection to Israel  comes from their understanding of God’s kingdom.  What did Jesus say about his kingdom?

John 18:36

The Great Tribulation

Will Christians be spared from experiencing the Great Tribulation?

What do the following passages tell us about Christians being spared from tribulations?

John 15:18-21;16:2

2 Tim 3:12

Acts 14:22

Matt 24:9,12-14

Matt 24 talks about the end of this age.  Persecutions so severe that there is a danger of the faithful people being wiped out.  But what is it that prevents this from happening?  vv 21-22

Although Christians will experience tribulation in this life, we are spared 
from God’s _____________ on the last day.  Read 1 Th 5:1-11, note v 9.  (Cf also Rev 16:19; 19:15)

What do the following passages tell us about the day the Lord Jesus returns to rescue his people from this evil world?

Acts 1:11

John 6:40

2 Pet 3:10-12

Mt 24:27  
The Rapture:
What do these passages say about a "secret" rapture of believers?

1 Thess 4:16-17

1 Cor 15:51-54

Mt 24:30-31

2 Th 1:5-8

What happens to those whom the Lord does not take to be with him?

Mt 24:48-51

Mt 25:1,6,11,12

Mt 25:31-46

2 Th 1:9-10

The Antichrist:

In pre-millennial teachings, the Lord comes first for his believers, then the Antichrist appears.  What order does Paul teach in 2 Th 2:1-10?

During the Reformation, the Antichrist was identified.  Who or what do we believe fulfills this prophecy?

The reformers identified the Papacy as rebelling against the truth, as these statements show which are part of the Council of Trent (1545-1563) proceedings:

"If anyone says that man is justified either by the imputation of the righteousness of Christ alone, or by the remission of sins alone, to the exclusion of grace and love, which is poured forth in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, and inheres in them, or even that the grace of God by which we are justified is only the favor of God, let him be accursed."  Session VI, Canon 11

"If anyone says that the justification received is not preserved and also increased before God through good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits and signs of justification obtained, but not a cause of the increase thereof, let him be accursed."  Council of Trent, Session VI, Canon 24

Compare the above statements to Rom 3:28

Pope Boniface VIII said around 1300:

"It is altogether necessary to salvation for every human being to be subject to the Roman Pontiff." 

Compare this to 1 Tim 2:5

What about the argument that the Papacy and the Catholic Church have changed since 1965 and Vatican II?

Consider this quote from the book Documents of Vatican II, pages 367,368:

"Finally, those who have not yet received the Gospel are related to the People of God (i.e. members of the Roman Catholic Church) in various ways.  There is, first, that people to which the covenants and promises were made, and from which Christ was born according to the flesh: in view of the divine choice, they are a people most dear for the sake of the fathers, for the gifts of God are without repentance.  But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are the Moslems; these profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the one, merciful God, mankind's judge on the last day.  Nor is God removed from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, since he gives to all men life and breath and all things, and since the Savior wills all men to be saved (cf. 1 Tim 2:4).  Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their conscience--those too may achieve eternal salvation.  Not shall divine providence deny the assistance necessary for salvation to those who, without any fault of theirs, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God, and who, not without grace, strive to lead a good life."

Compare the above statements to Acts 4:12 and John 14:6

144,000 Jewish “Billy Grahams”:

The pretrib millennialists look to Rev 7:1-8 as proof that 144000 Jews will evangelize the earth after the rapture.  How do we understand this?

What is unusual about the Rev 7 listing of the 12 tribes?
Battle of Armageddon:

Read Rev 16:12-16 and compare it to Rev 20:7-10.  We believe these are two visions of the same battle, the pretribbers believe the wars are 1000 years apart.  Compare to Jesus' words in Matt 24:22-24

How do you see Satan gathering the world against the Church of Christ today?

Resurrection from the Dead
How many resurrections from the dead does Jesus tell us there will be?

John 5:28-29    Paul agrees with this when he writes in 2 Thess 1:6-10

When are believers raised from the dead?  John 6:39-40

When are unbelievers condemned?  John 12:48
How does 1 Thess 4:13-18 fit with the words of Jesus we just looked up?

The Millennium:

Our understanding of the battles in Revelation is dependent on our understanding of Rev 20.  When does the millennium described here occur? We look to Jesus' words in John 5:24-25, and in John 5:28-29 to help us understand Revelation 20.
When do verses 24-25 occur?  What is meant by this resurrection to life?

This is the first resurrection of Rev 20:4-6.  What is meant by the second death?

What then is the first death?  Eph 2:1-5   Col 2:13

When did the first death come to mankind?  Gen 2:17

What did Jesus mean in John 8:51 and 11:26?  How does this help us understand Rev 20:6?

Once we understand when Revelation 20 takes place, we see that God’s interpretation of the entire book of Revelation is different than what the Left Behind series promotes.  

How can we understand Rev 20:2   (compare it to Lk 10:17,18, and Matt 12:29)
What about reigning with Christ in Rev 20:6?  Do we do this now? 
See Eph 2:5,6

What about Rev 20:7?  What and when does this refer to?

How then do we understand Rev 20:9?
The millennialists teach that there will be a 1000-year reign of peace.  Which verse of chapter 20 mentions this reign of peace?

What does the Bible say about the time when Jesus rules his kingdom?  Psalm 110:1-2

Isaiah prophesies a time of peace in Is 11:6-9.  When does this occur?
Further reading:

http://www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/media/CTCR/LeftBehind.pdf
http://www.lmn.org/magazine/170/Jesuits.html
http://www.wlsessays.net/node/473
This booklet was prepared for your spiritual edification by St Peter’s Lutheran Church in Mishicot, WI.  For more information, or if you have questions or would like to discuss the material in this booklet further, please send an email to

pastorrdj@gmail.com  or   rlf54220@yahoo.com   or call 920.755.4555
