Jonah – the Reluctant Missionary
Have you ever been asked or told to do something that you didn’t want to do?  How did you respond?

· Avoided/ignored the request

· Argued with the requester

· Fulfilled the request reluctantly

· Ran away from the situation

Read Jonah chapter 1

Ninevah was the greatest city of Assyria, Israel’s enemy to the north.  The events of this book occurred about 60 years before the Assyrians conquered Israel, during a time when Israel and Assyria often fought.

Why does Jonah respond the way he does?  Where is Tarshish?

What different actions are part of Jonah’s running away?

What about trying to run away from God?  (see Psalm139:1-12)

When God sends the storm, Jonah is not the only one affected.  Is this fair?

How does the storm get Jonah to do God’s Will even before he is thrown overboard?

What ‘hard things’ does God ask us to do?

What storms does God sometimes send to us to get us to do his Will?  

Read chapter 2

Which verses are expressions of faith in God’s love for Jonah even as he is in the fish?
Comment on v8.  What are idols we have that keep us from experiencing all the benefits of God’s grace?

Read Chapter 3
It has been suggested that the reason Ninevah responded to Jonah so quickly was that Jeroboam II, king of Israel, had recently conquered some of the Israelite territory previously taken by Assyria, and the Assyrians had seen God’s power. ( 2 Kings 13 and 14 )
God gave the Ninevites a second chance.  What second chances has God given you?

Read chapter 4

What spiritual problems does Jonah exhibit?

Have you ever withheld or been tempted to withhold God’s mercy from someone?

What type of people do you have trouble reaching out to?

What does it say about God, that he asks a reluctant person like Jonah to do his work for him?

What should we remember when we think we are too inadequate to do God’s work?  Phil 4:13, 1 Cor 3:6

