	I almost never go to church.  If I went some day, God probably would not recognize me when he saw me.
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	And can God read my mind?  If he can, I know I am in big trouble!  I can’t seem to go a day without having impure thoughts about something or other.


If God judges me just the way I am, I probably won’t get into heaven.  My only hope is that at least I am not as bad as other people.  At least I hope I’m not.  Lots of people do things I would never do.  Hopefully, that will count for something when I die and have to face God.

These thoughts scare me.  But I know that avoiding these thoughts is not the solution….
Have you ever thought this way?  If so, God wants you to know that ……
Yes, there is hope for you!
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The message of the Bible is a message of hope – hope for all people, no matter how bad they are.  So, yes, there is hope for you!
Jesus said “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. . . . I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matt 9:12,13)  In other words, if you are already good enough for heaven, Jesus is not for you.
	But, how good do you have to be to get to heaven?  How good is good enough?
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Jesus tells us:  “Be perfect, as your Father in heaven is perfect.”   (Matt 5:48)  And about heaven the Bible says:  “Nothing impure will ever enter it.” (Rev 21:27)     In other words:

 We have to be perfect – 100% sinless – in order to get into heaven.

But this is still good news -- even though the Bible says “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23),  it also says we are “justified freely” by God’s grace “through the redemption that comes by Christ Jesus. “ (Rom 3:24)

Jesus has fixed the problem with sin.  Jesus gives us hope!  Jesus is our Hope! (1 Tim 1:1)
How did Jesus do this?
Even though there is no chance that our lives are good enough to get us to heaven -- Jesus lived the perfect life we could not.
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Even though God in his perfect justice should send us all to hell for the way we have lived our lives – Jesus suffered hell in our place.

[image: image6.jpg].




Even though the Bible says “The wages of sin is death.”  Romans 6:23   -- Jesus says “He who believes in me shall never die.”  John 11:26
Because Jesus died in our place, he took the punishment that should have come to us.
Jesus said “I am the Resurrection and the Life” and  “he who believes in me, though he dies, yet he shall live.”  (John 11:25,26)
Being able to go to heaven is not about how good we are.  It is about how good Jesus is.  He never sinned, he earned a place in heaven for us because we cannot.  He did this for you, to give you hope.
You are invited to come and hear these wonderful words of hope each week at St Peter’s Lutheran Church, 325 Randolph Street, Mishicot.
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Come and worship our God, thanking and singing praise to him for all he has done for us.

Sunday Worship:   7:30 and 10:00 a.m.

Monday Worship:  6:30 p.m.
Summer Bible study, Tuesdays:  6:30 p.m.
What if I am not the church-going type?
Many people today think church is not for them.  Are you one of them?   Maybe you had a bad experience with church when you were a child.  Maybe you’ve gotten the impression that church is just for ‘good’ people.  Maybe the example that church goers give has turned you off.  Maybe you just don’t want to dress up.  

Let’s make some things clear:
1.  You can come dressed any way you wish, no one will turn you away.

2. Church people are sinners.  Period.  They don’t always act the way they should.  Admit it, you have a lot in common.
3. Church exists for sinners.  Jesus came to heal the sick, not the healthy.

4. Church is about fresh starts.  Things that happened when you were a child are not good reasons for staying away today.

Bottom line:
You are always welcome to visit us and hear the message of hope that Jesus has brought to this sin-sick world.  You are forgiven for all the bad things you ever did.  Jesus has made you fit for heaven!
Contact us:   755-4555

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com
Or visit us on the web:

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
Robert Johannes, Pastor
Is there Hope for me?
I’d like to go to heaven when I die, but I’ve not been the person I know I should have been…..

	I swear way too much, I know.  And about little things, not just about the big things.  Is there hope for me?
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	My spouse and I argue way too often, and about the littlest things. Is there hope for me?


	When I was in high school, I used to steal things from the store.  I’ve mostly forgotten about it, but has God forgotten about it?
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