It’s understandable that people like to plant gardens, even though gardens are a lot of hard work – work that lasts all summer long.  The joy comes from the harvest.  Harvesting the fruit makes the hard work worthwhile.
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Did you know God himself is a gardener?  He tells us in several places in the Bible.  In Isaiah 5:1-7, for instance, God tells us that he planted a vineyard, but when he looked for grapes, he found only bad fruit.  Then he tells us:

“The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight.  He looked for justice, but saw bloodshed, for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.”   Is 5:7
People are God’s garden.  The words above were written 2700 years ago.  God’s people – the Old Testament Jews – had turned their hearts away from God and were worshipping the gods of surrounding nations instead.  God chastised his people by letting them get conquered by the surrounding nations, and carried off as prisoners of war.
This had the desired effect.  While they were captives in a foreign land, they turned to God for help, and he rescued them and brought them back to Jerusalem.  
But by the time Jesus lived on the earth, the nation had largely turned away from God again.  Jesus told them a parable about a gardener, in Luke 13:6-9

“A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree, and have not found any.  Cut it down!”  
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Jesus’ words meant that God had been looking for fruit from his people, but did not find it.  This is because the Jewish people rejected Jesus and his message of forgiveness and peace with God.  And just as in the parable, the Jewish nation was cut down by the Roman Empire in A.D. 70.

What about us today?  God’s people are still his vineyard.  God plants each believer into his garden, and makes sure we get the water and nutrients we need to grow and produce fruit.
Sure God gives us earthly food each day, so we can grow physically and become mature human beings.  But more importantly, God gives us food so we can grow spiritually.  That food is his Word, the Bible.  God tells us:
“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  Deut 8:3
and

“Faith comes from hearing the message”  

Rom 10:17
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How about you?  Are you growing spiritually?  Are you reading God’s Word regularly?  Are you talking about spiritual topics when you are together with friends?  As you do these things, God’s Holy Spirit works in you and makes your faith and understanding grow.
This is where a church comes in.  God has set up churches wherever his children are found.  A church is a place where a person can go to hear a message from the Bible.  A church is where Bible studies are held, and questions about what God has written can be discussed.  A church is a place where opportunities to serve are made available.  As we do these things, our faith and understanding of God’s love for us will grow.  
God wants each of us to grow like plants in a garden.  He is looking for fruit from each of us.  Being a regular attender at a church that teaches God’s Word is a very important part of growing our faith.
We invite you to visit us at St Peter’s Lutheran church in Mishicot.  You will find messages from the Bible that will help your faith grow as you learn to trust God more and more.  You will find friendly faces and lasting friends.  Come visit us!

Visit us Sundays at 7:30 or 10:00 a.m. for worship, 8:45 for Bible study.
Monday worship at 6:30 p.m.
Robert Johannes, pastor

755-4555

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com
http://mishicot-stpeter.org 

Planting a Garden

The time is finally here!
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It has taken a long time, but the cold of winter weather is finally over, and people who like to work in the soil can get to their gardens again.  Whether that means planting flowers, or planting vegetables, or even relandscaping some area around our home, the enjoyment that comes from working and seeing the fruit of our labors is rewarding indeed.
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