Sadly, most people do not know or understand or believe this good news from the Bible.  Our greatest problem, death, has been taken care of by Jesus!  People do not understand this because they do not read or hear God’s Word on a regular basis.

What about you?
Do you read the Bible regularly?  Do you go regularly to a church that teaches God’s Word?  If, not, why not make that a resolution for the new year?  You are always invited to visit and worship with us.  Come hear about Jesus, the Son of God, who came to earth to live and die for you.  He is your Savior, your teacher, your substitute, your Redeemer, and your Lord.
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Dec 23:  10:00 a.m. Children’s Program
Dec 24:  9:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship

Dec 25:  9:00 a.m.  Christmas Worship
Regular Schedule:
Worship 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays, 6:30 pm Mondays.  Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
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Who is this Jesus whose birth we celebrate?
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Although the US is a country with a rich Christian heritage, in our day more and more people have only a vague understanding of who Jesus was.  Few people understand that Jesus fulfilled about 100 prophecies made many years before he was born.  For instance, in 700 BC, Isaiah the Jewish prophet was given a description of Jesus which he related to his countrymen.  This description is found in the 11th chapter of Isaiah’s prophecy.  Let’s take a moment to see what God reveals to us there.

Is 11:1 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”

The Jewish nation is pictured as the stump of a tree, chopped down because the nation had turned away from their God who made them.  Jesse is Jesus’ ancestor.  We are told here that Israel will be revived by this Branch, which is Jesus.

 Is 11:2 “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord – and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.”

The shoot that comes from the stump is said to be filled with the Holy Spirit, who will give him great wisdom, understanding, and the ability to teach others the fear of the Lord.  No wonder the crowds were amazed at Jesus and remarked that “he taught as one with authority.”  Matt 7:29
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Isaiah continues:  “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.” (vv 3,4)
When Jesus taught the crowds, he did not see them as other teachers saw them – Jesus looked straight to their hearts.  Jesus knows what is in everyone (John 2:25).  And his decisions are just for all.  He especially is concerned with the poor and needy of this earth.  The ‘poor and needy’ we understand to mean those who realize that their sins make them poor in God’s eyes.  We all are needy in that we need God’s forgiveness, without it we cannot stand before him on the Last Day.
Here we are told that Jesus judges the poor and needy with righteousness.  This is how he deals with us, he gives us his righteousness, so we can stand before him on the Last Day.
 Is 11:4b  “He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.”
Mixed in with the prophecy of his first coming, are these words about Jesus’ second coming, when he comes as Judge.  In the future he will not come as a baby meek and mild, as he did at Bethlehem.  When he comes the second time, he will come striking the earth with judgment, and destroying the wicked with the breath of his mouth.
And now he is drawing each of us to himself, asking us to trust that what he did for us was nothing less than taking the punishment in our place for the sinful and imperfect lives we live before God.
Are you ready for the coming of Jesus?
It is easy to be ready for the coming of Jesus at Christmas --- we just make sure we have presents for our closest friends and relatives, and make sure we have enough food in the house for guests.  

But are we ready for his second coming, when he comes to judge everyone on earth?

Jesus will judge us with the “rod of his mouth” and the “breath of his lips” – that is, we will be judged by his Word, the Bible.  What does the Bible tell us?

1. We are all sinful (Rom 3:10-12)
2. We all deserve to die (Rom 6:23)

3. Jesus saves us from death (Jn 11:25,26)

