“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28)

So if tragedy strikes close to you some day, how will you react?  Will you doubt God’s power?  Will you blame God for allowing it to happen?  Or will you admit that because of your sins you deserve nothing better, and trust that God is using this hardship to bring you closer to himself?
God’s ways are not our ways.  God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  We may not understand how God can bring good out of a tragedy, but we trust that all things that come from God are for our good.
We invite you to come hear the wonderful message of God’s love for you and me and all the world.  God loves us, and has saved us through the life and death of Jesus.  This is the main message of the Bible.  It is heard each week at St Peter’s Lutheran Church in Mishicot.  You will always find a warm welcome here.
Worship times:
 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays,
 6:30 pm Mondays.
Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
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Why does God let bad things happen?
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Ten years ago, when our country was attacked, many people asked “If God is real, how could he let this happen?”

Or when an earthquake or tsunami strikes, with huge loss of life, we may ask, “If God is all-powerful, couldn’t he have stopped this?”
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Tragedies are all around us.  People die in hurricanes, tornadoes, snowstorms and other natural disasters.  And people die in war and at the hands of other people.   We all may wonder how a God of love can let these things go on.

Some people say they lost their faith in God because of some terrible tragedy they witnessed or experienced.  Where was God when he was needed most?

The Bible gives us the answer.  And the answer is that we are asking the wrong questions.

God has done nothing wrong when a disaster strikes.  God tells us that he created this world perfect.  We are the ones who messed it up.  As soon as our first parents (Adam and Eve) sinned, they began to experience evil along with good, just as God said they would.  Pain and suffering and death are the results of our sin, not God’s original desire for us. (Genesis 3:16-24)
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But God did not send Adam and Eve pain and suffering to punish them, but to bring them closer to him.   They got close to God again when they realized how wrong they were, and as they trusted his mercy and forgiveness as their only hope.  
Likewise, tragedies and hardships today are not punishments for sin.  God does not work that way, rewarding good deeds and punishing bad behavior.  Rather, tragedies and hardships occur to show us the consequences of sin.  And to show us how weak we are and how much we need God’s love and protection.  Hardships and tragedies help us keep our focus on God, the One who blesses his people with what they need most to make their faith grow. 
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Tragedies also serve as opportunities to put the love God has shown us into action.  We can reach out and help others in their time of need.

The Bible gives many examples of when God’s people had it good in their lives, they forgot about him and turned their attention to worldly things.
But when tragedies struck, the people returned to their Lord.  And the suffering they experienced served to strengthen their faith, not weaken it.

What about you?
When bad things happen to you, do you feel God is unfair, or not caring about you?  Do you think you deserve a better life than what he has given you?  Although it is natural to think that way, these thoughts are not from God.
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The truth is, none of us deserve anything good from God.  We are all rebellious against him.  Yet God loves us.  And he does what he knows is necessary to bring us closer to him.  It may be an illness, a job loss, a tragic death, or some other hardship.   But it will be exactly what we need to lead us to depend on him more.
