The Trinity:

Is this teaching in the Bible?
There are many ideas about God floating around today.  The Bible’s teaching, that there is only one true God who consists of three distinct persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – is being challenged by many.  Not just atheists and agnostics deny this teaching, but also religious people – Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Muslims, Bahais, followers of The Way, and many others -- teach that the doctrine of the Trinity is not from scripture, but from the ideas of men.

Some teach that the 4th and 5th century creeds adopted by the church – the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed – are man-made documents that are the source of the Trinity doctrine.  But in fact, it was in the 4th and 5th centuries that the teaching that God is Triune came under attack, and these creeds are statements of what the church always taught about God from the very beginning.

Those who deny the Trinity do so mainly because they deny that Jesus is God in the same way that the Father is God.  Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, teach that Jesus is just ‘a god’ who is the first creature that the Father created.  Muslims and atheists teach that Jesus died and stayed dead.  Other groups have other ideas about Jesus.  Once a person becomes convinced that Scripture teaches that Jesus is true God with the Father, any doubts about the Holy Spirit are easily resolved and the teaching of the Trinity is understood to be biblical.
You are encouraged to find a blank page in your Bible and copy the scripture references cited in this booklet onto that page of your Bible.  That way, when God gives you the opportunity to share your faith with a skeptic, you will have a ready list of passages you can refer your friend to, to show that the teaching of the Trinity is indeed the teaching of the Bible.
1. What we learn about God from the Old Testament.
A verse known by all Jewish people is Deut 6:4  “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.”  This verse certainly teaches that there is only one God, as does Isaiah 43:10 Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me.” And Isaiah 44:6  I am the first, and I am the last, apart from me there is no God.”  Clearly, any teaching about God based on the Old Testament must teach that there is only one true God.  Despite what mockers may say about the teaching of the Trinity, the Trinity is a teaching that there is only one God.  Never has the church taught that there are three gods, rather, that there are three persons in that one God.
In the Old Testament God revealed his name to his people.  In Exodus 3:14, God appears as a fire in a burning bush and tells Moses “I am who I am.”  This is what you are to say to the Israelites:  ‘I AM’ has sent me to you.”  The name for God – ‘Yahweh’, or ‘Jehovah’ – is the name that comes from the Hebrew word for ‘I am.’  Eventually this name became considered so holy by the Israelites, that they did not utter it, even when reading the scriptures.  Instead, they would say ‘Adonai,’ the word for ‘Lord’ instead of speaking the divine name for God.  Following this tradition, many Bible translations render this name for God as Lord, using all caps.
What characteristic of God do we learn from his calling himself this name? 

The Old Testament also teaches that God has a Son.  In Psalm 2:7 we read words spoken by that Son: “He said to me, ‘You are my Son, today I have become your Father.”  And the Hebrew word for ‘become your Father’ is the same word that is used for how a man becomes a Father.  Nowhere does Scripture teach that the Son is merely a creation of the Father, as Jehovah’s Witnesses teach.   How exactly the Son is begotten of the Father is not explained in scripture, and we must be content with that.  But we can assume that as a human child is of the same essence as the parents it came from, so Jesus the Son of God is of the same essence as God the Father.  As the Nicene Creed also states, the Son is ‘begotten of the Father, …. God of God,  … begotten, not made.’
The Old Testament teaches that the Son will be born, and will also be called God.  In Isaiah 9:6 we read: “For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders, and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Scripture teaches there is only one true God, and yet the Son is called the Mighty God, and the Everlasting Father.  Only the Trinity teaching makes sense of these scriptures.

The Old Testament refers to the Holy Spirit as being God himself.  One example of this is in the last words of David, found in 2 Sam 23:2,3 “The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me, his word was on my tongue.  The God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me:”  David says that when the Holy Spirit spoke to him, it was God speaking.   Again in Isaiah we read God’s distress over the people he had made as a nation for himself (63:10) “Yet they rebelled, and grieved his Holy Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit feels the pain that was in God’s heart as he dealt with the rebellious nature of Israel.  The Holy Spirit is not a mere force, but a being who feels what God himself is feeling.
There is also a passage in Isaiah which speaks clearly of the Triune nature of God.  Read Isaiah chapter 48.  In the first 15 verses, the pronouns “I,” “my,” and “me” are used repeatedly.  We read:  

(v3) “I foretold the former things long ago” and 
(v11) ”I will not yield my glory to another” and 
(v12) “I am the first and I am the last.”  
As you read through Is 48:1-15, who would you say is the “I” of this section?

Ask a skeptic who is the “I” of these passages, and he will have to say “God the Father”, since no one else can make these claims.  But then lead the skeptic to verse 16:  “Come near me and listen to this:  From the first announcement I have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens, I am there.  And now the Sovereign Lord has sent me, with his Spirit.”  Suddenly we see the “me” is distinct from the Sovereign Lord.   He is therefore another person, and the Spirit too is separate from the Sovereign Lord.  Only by understanding that God is Triune does this make sense.  The ‘me’ that is spoken of is Jesus, who was sent by God.  He is the one who “laid the foundations of the earth.” (Is 48:13, John 1:3, Col 1:16,17) 
The Old Testament also has other passages which tell us that the nature of God is somehow plural.  At the creation of man, God says (Gen 1:26) “Let us make man” and at the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:7) “Come, let us go down and confuse their language.”   God was not talking to the angels when he said these things, for in Gen 1:27 we read that God created man in his image (singular) and in Gen 11:8 that the Lord (singular) scattered the people.  Plural and singular right next to each other in the same accounts -- because God is plural in person but singular in Godhead at the same time.
In Zechariah 2:10-11 we have another passage which only makes sense when we understand God as plural.  In v10 is the phrase: “I will come and live among you.”   Who speaks that phrase?

Now read v11:  Again the phrase is repeated, “I will live among you.” But then scripture says “Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you.”  Who is the ‘me’?  

The only way this passage makes sense is if Jesus is the Lord Yahweh who was sent by the Lord Yahweh, and who has come and lived among us.  

In Jeremiah 23:5-6 we find a prophecy of the coming of Jesus.  He is a righteous Branch, a King who does what is just and right.  And the name by which he is called is “The Lord (that is Yahweh) our Righteousness.“ Jesus is called Yahweh, the name God gave to himself when he spoke to Moses through the burning bush.
In Genesis 18, Abraham is visited by three men (v2).  But as they are talking with Abraham, one of the three is referred to as the Lord (vv10, 13, 17, 20, 22, 26, 33).  Yahweh took on human flesh in order to speak with Abraham about destroying Sodom and Gomorrah.  When the time of destruction occurs, we read an interesting expression (Gen 19:24) “Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah – from the Lord  out of the heavens”  The Lord, who was on the earth, called down sulfur from the Lord who was in the heavens.  Again, two persons can be called the Lord.  The teaching of the Trinity agrees with this scripture, the idea that only the Father has the name Yahweh is opposed to scripture.  (In line with this, remember that when Jesus gave the command to make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:19-20), he commanded us to baptize in “the name (singular) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”  Three persons, but one name.

2. What Jesus says about himself in the New Testament.
Jesus taught very clearly to those who listened to him what his true nature is.  The apostle John records more claims Jesus made about himself than the other three gospel writers.  One chapter full of Jesus’ self-identification is John chapter 8.

Read John 8 starting at verse 12.  Jesus teaches that God is his Father, and that he was sent to earth by his Father (v 16).  He also calls himself the Son of Man (v 28), a teaching some were denying at the time John wrote his gospel. The Trinity doctrine states clearly that Jesus is both Son of God (truly God) and Son of Man (truly man).

As you read John 8, it is easy to see that Jesus did not think of himself as just a good teacher, but his relation to God his Father was unique.  But the claim Jesus made about himself is the one that caused his death (John 19:7), Jesus claimed to be the very “I am” of the Old Testament.  In John 8:24, Jesus said, “If you do not believe that I am, you will die in your sins.”  In verse 28 he said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am, …”  In verse 58, Jesus said “Before Abraham was, I am.”  The Jews recognized what Jesus was claiming about himself, because they immediately tried to stone him to death (v 59).  This was in line with Leviticus 24:6.

In John 5:22-23 Jesus is quoted as saying “The Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.”  If Jesus were not God, he would be a blasphemer to say that all must honor him just as they honor the Father.
When Jesus scolded Satan for wanting to be worshiped, he said, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”  (Matt 4:10)  But speaking of himself, Jesus said, “My Father will honor the one who serves me.”  (John 12:26)  On the one hand, we are told to serve God only, on the other hand Jesus tells us to serve him.  If Jesus were not God, he would be a blasphemer.

John records these words of Jesus in chapter 12, verses  44-45.  “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me.  When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.”  A good teacher does not say things to confuse his students, but to lead them to a deeper understanding.   Jesus tells us that believing in him equals believing in the Father.  Jesus says seeing him equals seeing the Father.  Can there be any other way to understand this than that Jesus is as much true God as the Father is?
John chapter 14 also has many of Jesus’ claims about himself.  Jesus told his followers (John 14:1) to “Trust in God, trust also in me.”   He also said (John 14:9) “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”    Jesus also claimed that (v6) “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”   Unless Jesus truly was God, he was certainly a blasphemer.
At the start of Jesus ‘ ministry, he told Nicodemus (John 3:14-15) “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”  How can Jesus say that everyone must believe in him?  If Jesus were not God, he would be claiming an honor that only God should be given.  But Jesus tells his listeners repeatedly during his ministry to believe in him. 
When Jesus prays to his Father shortly before being crucified, he prays (John 17:5) “Glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”  Jesus claims to have been with the Father before the world began, and to have the same glory as the Father has.  If Jesus is not equal in glory to the Father, then the words of God in the Old Testament would not be true:  (Isaiah 42:8) “I will not give my glory to another.”  The only way Jesus can have the glory of the Father is by understanding that Jesus is true God with the Father, as the Trinity doctrine states.
When Jesus predicted his death and resurrection, recorded in John 2:19-22, he said “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it in three days… the temple he had spoken of was his body.”  How can Jesus raise his own body from the dead if he is dead?  He says again in John 10:18 that he has the authority to lay down his life, and the authority to take it up again.  Only God has the power to bring himself back to life after being dead.   This is why Jesus could make the bold claim (John 11:25-26) that “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.  And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
When the apostle Thomas could not bring himself to believe that Jesus had come back from the dead, Jesus proved it to him by appearing in the flesh before him.  This is recorded in John chapter 20.  When Thomas became convinced that indeed Jesus had come back to life, he exclaimed to Jesus “My Lord and my God!” (v28)  This was truly a confession of Thomas’ faith -- he called Jesus his Lord and his God.  Did Jesus accept Thomas’ assertion that he was both Lord and God?  Since Jesus did not respond by correcting Thomas, we can assume there was nothing to correct.  Jesus truly is our Lord and our God.

When Jesus was praying for his followers in the garden (John 17) he asks that his Father would protect them by the power of his name (v11).  What is the Father’s name?  Yahweh, of course.  Then he adds that this is the “name you gave me.”  The Father gave Jesus the name Yahweh also!  This is what the doctrine of the Trinity teaches, but not what Jehovah’s Witnesses or other skeptics teach.
We find another name for God in Revelation 1:8.  Look up Rev 1:8?  What other name does God call himself?

Now look up Revelation 22:13.  Jesus is speaking here.  What name does he call himself?

We understand that this name speaks of the eternity of God Almighty, since alpha and omega are the beginning and end of the Greek alphabet.  Truly Jesus is God himself, because he claims the name of our Almighty God as his own name.
3.   What the New Testament writers say about Jesus.
When John wrote his gospel, already there were those who were teaching false ideas about who Jesus was.  As we saw in part two from the many quotes from John’s gospel, John recorded many words of Jesus in order specifically to clear up this confusion.  

John begins his gospel:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  In case we are unsure of who is meant as being the Word, John clarifies this in v 14, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  Clearly Jesus is the Word and Jesus is called God.   Jehovah’s Witnesses have to have their own falsely translated New Testament in order to get around this clear teaching about Jesus.

When Luke writes about how Jesus healed a man possessed by many demons, he records Jesus telling the man, “’Return home and tell how much God has done for you.’   So the man went away and told how much Jesus had done for him.”  If Luke did not believe that Jesus was God, he surely would have been more careful when writing his gospel to prevent anyone from drawing this conclusion.
When Paul wrote his epistles, he says many things of Jesus that clearly show he thinks of Jesus as equal to the Father, now that he has risen from the dead and ascended to the Father’s side.  An example:  Paul writes to Titus (2:13):  “we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, …”  Paul is not afraid to call Jesus our great God.  
John too, at the end of his first letter, uses this closing (1 John 5:20)  “And we are in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”  John clearly states that Jesus is the true God.

The New Testament does not use the name Yahweh when referring to God, like the Old Testament does.  Rather, the writers used the word ‘Lord’ to refer to the Father, and to refer to Jesus.  As was said earlier in this booklet, this comes from the Jewish tradition of not pronouncing the name Yahweh when the scriptures were read publicly.  The Jews spoke the word for ‘lord’ instead.  In the New Testament, the word ‘lord’ is used for all three persons of the Trinity. (e.g.  Luke 10:27, 1 Pet 3:15a, 2 Cor 3:17) 
Yet even though Father, Son and Spirit are all called ‘Lord,’ what does Paul say about how many Lords there are?  (Eph 4:5, 1 Cor 8:6). 
When Paul writes that no one can call Jesus ‘Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:3), he has in mind that calling Jesus “Yahweh” is done with the help of the Holy Spirit.

4. Comparing the Old Testament to what is said of Jesus in the New Testament
Some of the clearest teachings that Jesus is God come from comparing what is said in the Old Testament to what is said in the New Testament.  God encourages us to use our reason (Isaiah 1:18), and as we compare scripture with scripture, the most reasonable conclusion is that Jesus is God with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
In Isaiah 44:6, the Lord (Yahweh) says: “I am the first and I am the last, apart from me there is no God.” (also Isaiah 48:12)  In Revelation 1:17, Jesus says “I am the First and the Last.”  (also Rev 2:8)  Now, using our reason, can two different beings both be first?  Can two both be last?  No.  Only one can be first or last.  Yet the Lord says he is first and last.  And Jesus calls himself the first and the last.  The only reasonable conclusion is that Jesus is our Lord Yahweh.
The book of Hebrews makes a logical argument, trying to persuade Jews that Jesus is their Messiah.  In chapter 1, the writer quotes Psalms 45 and 102, telling us they speak of Jesus.  Psalm 45, written about the great King whom the nations will praise for ever and ever (v17), calls this king “the most excellent of men” (v2), and also calls this king God with the words:  “Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever.”  (v6)   So in Psalm 45, the same king is said to be a man, and said to be God.

In Psalm 102, we see that the early verses are speaking about the Lord Yahweh, and verse 24 is a prayer to God.  In verse 25, it says of God: “In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.  They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment.”  In Hebrews 1:8-12, these two Old Testament verses are said to speak of Jesus.  So in Psalm 45:6, Jesus is referred to as God.  In Psalm 102, Jesus is referred to as Yahweh.
Now about the glory given to God the Father:   In Isaiah 42:8 we read “I am the Lord, I will not give my glory to another.” (also Is 48:11)  But when Jesus comes to take us to heaven, he will come “in his Father’s glory”  (Matt 16:27).  When Jesus prayed to his Father just before he died for us, he said (John 17:5) “Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”  If Yahweh is only the Father who does not give his glory to anyone, how can Jesus say he has his Father’s glory?  The only logical understanding which agrees with God’s Word is that Jesus is Yahweh our Lord. 
Again God teaches us through Isaiah 44:24: “I am the Lord, who has made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself.”   Also Is 45:12:  “My own hands stretched out the heavens.”  Show these passages to someone who doubts that Jesus is God.  Ask the person if God had a helper when he created the universe.  Then go to John 1:3, and Colossians 1:16.  In Col 1:16 we read: “By [Jesus] all things were created:” and also in John 1:3 “Through [Jesus] all things were made.”  The only explanation that agrees with scripture is the Trinity doctrine, which says that Jesus is our Lord Yahweh.
In Ezekiel 34, the Lord God explains how the priests of the nation of Israel are not shepherding the people like they should, and so the people are like scattered sheep without a shepherd.  The Lord Yahweh tells the solution in verse 16: “I myself will tend my sheep … I will search for the lost and bring back the strays.  I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak.”  God’s solution is that he himself will come to his people and help them.  How does Jesus identify himself?  He says: “I am the Good Shepherd.”  (John 10:11,14)  What does Jesus say is the reason he came?  “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  (Matt 11:28)  Jesus identified himself as the Good Shepherd Yahweh who promised to come personally to his people.

Look up 1 Kings 8:39.  This is Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple.  In what way does he say God is unique?

But when Jesus speaks to John in Revelation 2:23, he says:  “Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds.”  The way Jesus says “I am he” shows that he agrees with Solomon, there is only one who can search the hearts and minds of mankind.  That One is Yahweh, our Lord.  Only the Trinity doctrine teaches that Jesus is Yahweh.
Another example which uses our reason is the title of “King of kings, and Lord of lords”.  Read 1 Timothy 6:15. In this passage, who is the “King of kings and Lord of lords?

Now read Revelation 17:14 and 19:16.  Who is called “King of kings, and Lord of lords” here?  

Is it possible that two different kings can be called “King of kings”?  Can two different lords be called the “Lord of lords?”  Besides, scripture teaches that there is only one Lord, and that is Jesus (1 Cor 8:6).  It is the doctrine of the Trinity which explains that Jesus is our Lord and our God.
One more example of the many passages that clearly teach that Jesus is our Lord comes from comparing one of the descriptions of the Last Day found in the Old and New testaments.   Yahweh speaks through Isaiah (45:23-24) “Before me every knee will bow, by me every tongue will swear.  They will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone are righteousness and strength.’”  The picture is of Judgment Day, when even all the unbelievers will be forced to bow before Yahweh and acknowledge that they were wrong, that he alone is the source of righteousness and strength.  In the New Testament, this same picture is given through Paul (Philippians 2:10-11) “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”.  Clearly Paul applies the Old Testament passage to Jesus, because he knows that Jesus is Yahweh.
The reader is encouraged to compare the following passages also:

Isaiah 8:13-14 with 1 Peter 2:8  (Who is the stone?)
Zechariah 12:10 with John 19:37  (Whom do they look upon?)
Isaiah 6:5 with John 12:41  (Whom did Isaiah see?)

Zech 14:9 with Acts 4:12 or Philippians 2:10  (What is the one name?)
5. Is the Holy Spirit a ‘what’ or a ‘who’?

Although the biggest reason skeptics do not believe in the Trinity is because they refuse to believe Jesus is Yahweh, our Lord, most are also confused about the Holy Spirit.  Who or what is he or it?  The Jehovah’s Witnesses, for instance, teach that the Holy Spirit is not a separate person of the Godhead, but is more like an energizing force that comes from Jesus and from God the Father.  But what do the scriptures say?

Already mentioned is David’s oracle in 2 Samuel 23:2,3 in which he uses the term ‘Spirit of the Lord’ interchangeably with the term ‘God of Israel.’  So it is with the New Testament writers as they speak of the Holy Spirit.  Nowhere do they teach or hint that the Holy Spirit is an entity different from God Himself.  When Ananias lied to the apostles, saying that he had donated all his money to them, Peter said, “How is it that … you have lied to the Holy Spirit …” (Acts 5:3)  “You have not lied to men, but to God.”  
Also Paul clearly states that “Now the Lord is the Spirit”  2 Cor 3:17  Keep in mind that the New Testament does not use the divine name of God – Yahweh.  The writers use the word ‘Lord’.  So Paul is simply stating what the early Christians believed about the Holy Spirit – “Now the Lord [Yahweh] is the Spirit.”
The scriptures never speak about the Holy Spirit as if he were just an emanation coming from the Father and the Son.  The scriptures always speak as if the Holy Spirit is a living, thinking, being.   Look at these examples from Scripture, and tell what personal attribute is attributed to the Holy Spirit.

Is 63:10, Eph 4:30

Ezekiel 3:24, Acts 10:19, 13:2, Rev 14:13
1 Cor 12:11

Rom 8:27
Rom 8:11

1 Cor 2:11; John 16:13
There are more passages that could be listed, but if a skeptic is not persuaded by the passages listed, he/she will not be persuaded by more evidence from the Scriptures, either.  Sadly, the biggest reason people do not believe in their hearts that Jesus is Lord, is because they choose to avoid the scriptural evidence, or choose to distort the words of scripture, not because the scriptures are silent on this matter.  

When you have a discussion with someone who is skeptical about the Trinity, ask the following questions and share the passages just mentioned:

Can a mere force from God experience grief?

Can a mere force speak?

Can an impersonal force determine who gets which gifts? 
 Would a mere force have a mind?  
Can an energy force live in us?  
Can a force know the thoughts of God?  

Would it be said of a mere force that he hears and speaks?

6. What about the Creeds, aren’t they just man-made documents?
Those who reject the teaching of the Trinity generally teach that this doctrine comes from the later creeds of the Church, especially the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed, which came from church councils convened in the 4th century.  The message from these skeptics is that Jesus is not God, and that this idea came from the church leaders, not from the scriptures.

Here is where God’s people have the responsibility to determine the truth and discern fact from fiction.  It is certainly true that these two creeds were formulated by church councils.  But they were formulated after years of battling a teaching that was not taught by Christians during the first two hundred years of the Church.  This teaching, made more widespread by a deacon named Arius of Alexandria, said that there was a time when Jesus did not exist.  In other words, Jesus was created by God.  This was similar to what Jehovah’s Witnesses teach today.  There had been others who taught that Jesus is always somehow less than God the Father, not just during the time he walked the earth, but Arius spread this teaching so much that the Church decided it must convene a conference of leaders to clearly state what the original teaching of the Church had always been.  The Nicene Creed is that first statement, and the Athanasian Creed is a later, more detailed statement of the earliest scriptural teaching of the Church about the Trinitarian nature of our God.
If these creeds had been a new and heretical teaching, many theologians would have rejected them.  But that is not what history shows.  The theologians agreed that these Creeds state what the scriptures state about Jesus and the nature of our God.  Our hope is, as you have read this booklet, and researched the passages of scripture which were cited, that you agree that the teaching of the Trinity is indeed drawn from scripture, and is not a man-made doctrine.  

We live in a society where there many different and conflicting ideas about Christianity are proclaimed.   One of these is that the New Testament scriptures which were cited in this booklet cannot be trusted, that they too, are writings altered over the years to support the Trinity doctrine.  But in fact, the evidence for the reliability of the New Testament is greater than for any ancient document.  Because so many early manuscripts exist, the wording for the New Testament is over 99% certain.
It is to be expected that the truths of God’s Word would be attacked from many angles, for the ‘god of this age’ (2 Cor 4:4) seeks to confuse people, and draw them away from the Truth and to his own lies.  As God’s people, we must know our scripture well enough that we are not carried away by various ‘winds of doctrine’ which only serve to destroy our faith (Eph 4:14).  Instead, we need to know our Bible well enough that we can speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15) to those who are skeptical of what scripture teaches.
The teaching of the Trinity is certainly something that requires diligent study.  It is not something our small, human minds can fully understand.  But it is not unexpected that the nature of the eternal God would be difficult for mortal minds to grasp.  If you still have questions about the Trinity, please contact our pastor.  His email address is given below.  
This booklet was prepared by St Peter’s Lutheran Church of Mishicot, Wisconsin.  Robert Johannes, pastor.  Contact  stpetersoffice@yahoo.com for more information.
