There are many passages in the Bible which speak about the end of the world.  These give us a different picture of what will happen than what Mr. Camping had been teaching, however.  Let’s take a moment to explore what the Bible really says.   Here are a few of the prophecies:
1 Thess 4:16-17  “The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”

Matt 24:27  “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”

These two passages alone tell us that the end of the world will not be like Harold Camping predicted.  Camping said that believers would be secretly taken from the earth.  This false view is common among many evangelicals who believe in the rapture.  But scripture says our Lord will come “with a loud command” and be visible “as lightning”.  The Bible teaches that our Lord’s coming will be a great and glorious event that everyone sees and knows.
Because of Camping’s date-setting prediction that the world would end on May 21, 2011, he has made more than just a fool of himself and his followers.  Late night comedians, newspaper editors, and others have openly ridiculed the idea that the world will ever end.  This is as predicted:
2 Peter 3:3-4  “You must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”
Even though people laugh at the idea, the Bible clearly says this world will end:
2 Peter 3:10 “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”
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What will happen to the people of Earth when this world ends?  
1.  All people will come back to life:
John 5:28-29  “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out – those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.”

2.  Jesus will judge all who have ever lived.
Matt 25:32-34, 41  “All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right, and the goats on his left.  [He] will say to those on the right, ‘Come … take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of this world.’” “He will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”
2 Cor 5:10  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

Acts 17:31  “For [God] has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”
When will this happen?
Jesus taught that he will come as a thief, that is, when we least expect it.  So no one knows the day or hour.  But in Matthew chapter 24, Jesus also gives many signs that the end is near:  wars, earthquakes, false prophets, increased persecution towards Christians.  Then he adds (vv 12-13):

“Because of the increase in wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.  But he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”
As evil as this world seems to be today, Jesus makes it sound like it will get even worse before the end.   
But there is good news too:  “And this gospel will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, then the end will come.”  Matt 24:14
We see that part fulfilled today, no other religion is so widespread around the world as Christianity. 
Why hasn’t Jesus come yet?
The Bible answers that too.  The apostle Peter give us the reason:  “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  2 Peter 3:9

Jesus has not ended the world yet, because conditions are not bad enough – it is still possible for people to hear the good news that God loves us, in spite of all our sins – there is still time for us to repent.  As we believe in Jesus -- that his perfect life will be counted as if it were our life, Jesus will declare us ‘Not Guilty’ and we will be judged as worthy to live forever with God.

We invite you to hear the good news that comes from the Bible.  Come visit us at St Peter’s Lutheran church in Mishicot.  You will find messages that will help your faith grow as you learn to trust God more and more.  You will find friendly faces, lasting friends, and wisdom from the Bible.
Visit us Sundays at 7:30 or 10:00 a.m. for worship, Monday worship at 6:30 p.m.
Contact us if you would like further Bible study on any topic.
Robert Johannes, pastor

755-4555

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com
http://mishicot-stpeter.org 

Judgment Day
Will it really ever happen?
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As our world approached May 21, 2011, thousands of people were handing out leaflets, paying for billboard and newpaper ads, and donating to radio stations with one intention -- to proclaim that Jesus would return to take all his believers to heaven.  
The only problem:  it did not happen that way.  Not to worry, says  Harold Camping, the radio preacher who made the prediction.  It will actually happen on October 21, 2011.  So the question on many people’s minds this summer is:  What does the Bible really teach about when the world will end?
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