The Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple
Opening question:  Do we have a God who wants to be close to us, or who is aloof and distant from us?

What keeps God away?
Back at Creation, in the Garden of Eden, what is mentioned about the relationship between God and Adam and Eve that hints that God wanted to be close to them?

After they sinned, Adam and Eve became afraid to be so close to God.  What was the main reason God banished them from the Garden of Eden?  Why was this a good thing for us?
 If they had tried to go back to the Garden, what would they have seen? Gen3:24
At the time of Moses, God showed his love to his people by rescuing them from Egypt.  As he did so, he appeared as a pillar of cloud, and a pillar of fire which both led them and shielded them from the Egyptians (Ex 13:17 – 14:31).  But even after all this, they were still afraid of him (Ex 20:18-21).  Nevertheless, God had Moses instruct the people to build the Tabernacle in the desert.  What was one of its purposes? (Ex25:8)
The Tabernacle was an object lesson to the people, teaching them about God and about themselves.  First of all, God lived with his people (Ex 29:44-46).  He was not far away, he was down on their level, and in the middle of their camp.  How did he provide for them each day in the desert?

Did this make them revere him and trust that his way was the best?
The Tabernacle was built with an outer wall of skins, with only one entrance.  (Cut off of the right side of the picture below.)  How is this also true about God?  John 10:9; 14:6
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Secondly, the Tabernacle was a way to teach people about themselves, especially about their sinfulness.  The first thing that a person encountered when entering the outer court was the bronze altar.  At minimum, how many lambs were sacrificed here each day?  Ex 29:38; Num 28:3
At the altar people were reminded that their sins had to be taken care of by the shedding of blood. Heb 9:22
Between the altar and the Holy Place was a large laver, or basin, of water.  Only Levitical priests could enter the Holy Place.   But before they could enter, what did they have to do?  Ex 30:17-21
The Holy Place had two rooms, the first was where the priests prayed on behalf of the people.  The second was considered the place where God actually resided, called the Holy of Holies, or Most Holy Place.  Anyone could come into the outer court, but only priests could enter the Holy Place.  What was God teaching the 
people by this?[image: image1.jpg]=T AT

Tablo of
e
X w i

SRR T





Inside first room of the Holy Place, on the left was a golden lampstand. (Ex 
25:31-40)  In addition to the one central candle holder, it had six branches 
holding candles.  The Holy Place had no windows, so this lampstand was the

 only light.  What does this remind us of?  
(John 8:12; 12:35-36)
On the right side was the Table of Showbread, or Bread of the Presence (Ex 25:23-30).  How many loaves of bread were to be set out on the table?  Lev 24:5

Directly ahead in the first room was the Altar of Incense.  Ex 30:1-10.  Incense was burned morning and evening.  What did the rising smoke represent? Rev 8:3, Ps 141:2

What was directly behind the Altar of Incense?  Ex 26:31-33? 
Inside the Most Holy Place was the Ark of the Covenant.  What did God say to Moses about the Ark in Ex 25:22?
Normally no priest entered the Most Holy Place.  Except on which day?  Lev 16

What was placed inside the Ark of the Covenant?  (Heb 9:4) 
1)

2)

3)

 How did each remind the Jews of their sins? (Num 17 tells about Aaron’s staff)
How did even the angels on the cover of the Ark remind the Jews of their sins?

The Tabernacle was used until the days of Solomon, when a huge temple of stone was built.  The general form of the Temple was the same as the Tabernacle, but the Holy Place and Most Holy Place were twice as long and twice as wide.  The Holy Place had 10 tables of Showbread and 10 lampstands (2 Chron 4:7-8) instead of one.  Outside light came into the Holy Place through windows (1 Kings 6:4; 7:4).  Solomon put 30 rooms around the Holy Place (1 Kings 6:5,10), and 10 basins on movable stands around these (1 Kings 7:27-40; 2 Chron 4:6).  In front of the entrance to the Holy Place were two pillars named Jachin and Boaz.  A huge basin on sitting on the backs of 12 bulls, called the Sea (1 Kings 7:25), was for the priests to wash themselves before entering the Holy Place, and a huge bronze altar was for the daily sacrifices.
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Although the Temple sat in Jerusalem, the capital city of the Israelite nation, how could it be said that Solomon’s Temple made the people feel more separate from God than before the Temple was built?
What warning did God give to Solomon right after the Temple was finished?  1 Kings 9:6-9

Solomon’s Temple lasted about 400 years, until which event?
Why did God let Solomon’s Temple be destroyed?   Jer  2:1 – 6:30

What wrong attitude did Israel have about their Temple?  Jer 7:3-15, esp. v4 and v14
What did Jeremiah prophesy about the Ark of the Covenant?  Jer 3:16

After the Israelites returned from Babylon, under Zerubbabel, they built a less lavish version of Solomon’s Temple.   This was their Temple until 15 BC, when Herod rebuilt the Temple, making it bigger. How long did it take Herod to remodel the Temple?  (John 2:20)

 About how many years did Herod’s temple stand?
Is there a Temple in heaven?  From Ex 25:40, Ps 11:4, and Heb 8:5, it seems there may be in heaven somewhere a Temple that the Tabernacle was just a replica of.  But in Rev 21:22 John tells us that there is no Temple in heaven.  The truth is, we do not know if the earthly Tabernacle and Temples are patterned after a Heavenly Temple, or not.
What does God want us all to understand about his dwelling place?  Acts 17:24-25 

Where does God tell us he lives?  1 Cor 3:16,17; John 14:23; 
Which house is God concerned most about?  Eph 2:19-22

These passages also refer to this new structure:   1 Pet 2:4-5; 1 Cor 3:9; 2 Cor 6:16

What kind of a relationship does God have with his people today?  John 14:15-21

What type of worship did Jesus predict in the future?  John 4:21-24

In Revelation 21 we have a vision of what it will be like when sin is finally done away with.  Where is God finally able to dwell once again? Rev 21:1-4
Will the Temple in Jerusalem be rebuilt before the Lord’s return?

Many Evangelical Christians today say that the Temple will be rebuilt before our Lord returns.   Their reasoning often looks to Ezekiel 40-46, where Ezekiel is taken in a vision to Jerusalem and is shown the Temple, even though the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed 25 years earlier.   Also Daniel 8:14 mentions the sanctuary.  But the books of Ezekiel and Daniel are filled with word pictures and visions that are meant to offer comfort and hope to the believers in Babylon.  The vision of the Temple is best understood as another picture which will give God’s people hope in a foreign land.  
The traditional view of Protestants for nearly 500 years is that Jesus and his body, the Church, are the true Temple of God.  This view comes from the clear teachings in 1 Cor 3:16,17; Eph 2:19-22; and others cited above.   In the last 100 years, however, the Dispensationalist view that the Jews need to reestablish their nation and rebuild the Temple before Jesus can return has infected a large portion of the Protestant church.  Many events since WW2 have been used as proof of this viewpoint.  Regardless of what people say and what events in history may occur, Christians look first to God’s word.  The Dispensationalist view is not in accord with the clear teachings of Paul and Jesus.  Most of what the Dispensationalists teach is their own interpretations of the books of Daniel, Ezekiel, and Revelation, not the clear teachings of scripture.
As Lutherans, we see no scriptural need for the Temple to be rebuilt.  Indeed, we believe this may be part of a final great deception of the world, predicted by Jesus in Matt 24:24.  Ever since the establishment of the nation of Israel after World War 2, there is an increasing amount of speculation by some Christians about how God will use this nation for his purposes before Jesus returns.   Books like Late Great Planet Earth and the Left Behind novels capitalize on this speculation.  But with all things, of what does Paul remind us in regard to the things we believe and teach?  1 Cor 4:6
Freemasons and Mormons are two non-Christian groups that also desire for the third Temple to be rebuilt.  The Mormons, however, believe it will be rebuilt in Independence, Missouri, which they say was also the site of the Garden of Eden.  Freemasons believe it will be rebuilt in Jerusalem.  Many Orthodox Jews also want to rebuild the Temple.  But what large obstacle is there in Jerusalem today which prevents this from happening?
Summary:  What we can learn from the Tabernacle and Temple:
1.  God desires to be near his people, and he wants us to know that.

2. Sin separates us from God, but Jesus took care of this problem.

3. In the New Testament era, there is no need for a physical Temple, God lives in his Church by his Spirit.  The close relationship God desires is restored in all who are faithful.
