But sometimes, we have to admit, snow makes everything beautiful.  Like how the trees look after a gentle snowfall.
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All the trees were leafless and looking dead, and we wake up to find them covered with shiny crystal snow.  And we think “what a beautiful sight!”
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This makes for an interesting comparison to our condition before our God.  God tells us: 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23
“There is no one righteous, not even one” Romans 3:10
We are all “dead in our transgressions and sins” and “objects of God’s wrath”  Ephesians 2:1-3

Because of our sin, we are all just like those leafless trees in winter.  We too, need to be covered with something to make us beautiful in God’s eyes.  And so we are.  And God uses the imagery of snow as he gives us this hope.  He says:
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow.”  Isaiah 1:18

It’s as if our sinful lives are covered and hidden from God’s view, just as snow covers the ugly ground and bare trees, and hides them from our view.

Another image from the Bible about how God forgives us our sins is the picture of coming back to life: 

“God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.”  Ephesians 2:5
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Just as the dead branches will bud and come to life in spring, so we come to life as we trust in Jesus.
Some people are afraid to draw near to God, because they believe that they are beyond hope when it comes to being loved by him and forgiven.
But the Bible is full of examples of people who fell into great sins and yet were fully forgiven by God.  Consider King David, who murdered a man and took his wife.  At first David tried to hide from God, but when confronted with his sin, he turned to God with this prayer:  “Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow” Psalm 51:7
And he was assured by his pastor that: “The Lord has taken away your sin, you will not die.” 2 Samuel 12:13
We all have that same assurance as we turn to God and trust that he can take all the dark deeds that torment our consciences and make them as white as snow.
This message about God’s love for the people of this sinful world is brought to you by St Peter’s Lutheran Church of Mishicot.  You are always welcome to visit us.  We worship at:

 7:30 and 10:00 Sunday mornings, and
 6:30 Monday evenings
Or visit us on the web at:
 http://mishicot-stpeter.org
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

More Snow!?!
I’ve had enough already!
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Each year at this time we usually grow tired of all the snow that comes our way.  We scrape it off our windshields, we blow it off our driveways.  Sometimes we even have to shovel it off our roofs or the weight might be too much.  Unless you like to ski or go snowmobiling, you are probably asking yourself:  “Will spring ever get here?”
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