Did you know that body piercing is in the Bible?
That’s right.  The Bible speaks in several places about a person being pierced.  For instance, about 3000 years ago King David described a person who could say:  “They have pierced my hands and my feet.”  That’s found in Psalm 22.  Listen to what else this person said there:

“All who see me mock me”,

“I am poured out like water”

“all my bones are out of joint”

“my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth”  

“they divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing”

This is a description of someone suffering a lot of pain and anguish.  Who is it?

It is none other than Jesus, and in Psalm 22 are words that predicted his crucifixion 1000 years before it happened.  
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But why was Jesus pierced?
To us who live in the 21st century, the idea that Christians look to a crucified man as the Savior of the world may seem a bit strange.  People would rather put their hopes in someone strong and indestructible, like the hero of a movie, than in someone who died by being nailed to a wooden crossbeam.
But the Bible tells us why Jesus died this way. 

The prophet Isaiah, who wrote 700 years before Jesus lived, said of him:

 “he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities … by his wounds we are healed.”  Isaiah 53:5
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It is because of our sins, that Jesus was pierced.  We all have rebelled against the One who made us, we have all gone our own way instead of God’s way.  We all deserve the punishment of hell for the way we live our lives.  Yet Jesus took that punishment for us when he allowed himself to be put to death on a cross.

The Bible explains that sin must be punished.  God could not be a fair and just God if he let the evil of this world go unpunished.  Yet God loves the Creation he made, even though we do not love him in return.  

How can God be fair and just, yet not give us the punishment our behavior has earned?

Isaiah answered that also.  He wrote:

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  Isaiah 53:6

God pierced Jesus, so you do not have to be punished in hell.
Have you ever wondered what will happen to you when you die?  Will you get the punishment you deserve?  The Bible tells us to trust what Jesus has done for us and in our place.  He has taken our sins away by placing them on himself and carrying them to the cross.  We can get to heaven!
But that is not the end of the story.  You see, God wants you to be pierced too.  But not with nails or other sharp objects.  God wants to pierce you with his love, found in the truths of the Bible.

God says, “The Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any two-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  Hebrews 4:12

God wants to pierce you with the Bible.  
That’s right.  When people hear and learn the message of the Bible, it is like being pierced to the heart.  That message tells us that no one is good enough to get to heaven on his or her own.  But don’t give up.  God still cares for you.  In fact, God really loves you.  He sent his only Son to die in your place, so you can be with him in heaven forever.  Let this wonderful news pierce your heart also!
We are now in the season of Lent, where we take special time to consider what Jesus went through to save us.  Come join us Wednesdays at 4:00 or 6:30 until Easter for a special message, or come at our regular worship time on Sundays.
Regular worship times:
 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays,
Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
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Have You Been Pierced?
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Lately it seems like everyone is getting body piercings.  It used to be just ears that were pierced, but nowdays it’s eyebrows, noses, tongues, lips, cheeks, and a lot of places that won’t be mentioned in this brochure.
People just want to be noticed,and we all do things to attract attention from others.  Certainly piercing some part of us is one way to get the attention of others and be noticed.
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