Israel’s Sacrificial Offerings
In the book of Leviticus, God spells out the kinds of offerings the Israelites were to bring to him.  Where were these offerings to be made? Lev 17:1-7

Why do you think God wanted to stop the practice of building an altar in the field and making an offering there, like Abraham did?

God established different kinds of offerings in order to teach his people about the cost of their sins and about his love for them.  Five types of offerings are listed in Leviticus:
1) The Burnt Offering – Lev 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24 (Voluntary)
What types of animals could be used?  Lev 1:3,5,10,14
What is the most likely reason bulls and rams are required, not heifers and ewes?
Lev 1:3 – why without defect?

Lev 1:4 – why lay the hand on the head?
Lev 1:4,5 – who did the slaughtering?
Lev 1:5, 11 – why did the priests sprinkle the blood?  (Heb 9:19-21)
Lev 1:6 – why take the skin off?  (Lev 7:8)

Lev 1:9,13 – why do you think the animal had to be washed before being burned?

How much of the animal was burned?

What did this symbolize?

Lev 1:9,13,17 – what are we reminded of by the statement that the burnt offering was a pleasing aroma to the Lord (Eph 5:2)

What can we do that gives a pleasing aroma to the Lord today?  (Phil 4:18)
Although the burnt offering was a voluntary way for a person to show his devotion to the Lord, burnt offerings were also required.  When?  Num 28:1-11

What was commanded about the fire at the bronze altar? Lev 6:13

What did God say through Hosea about making burnt offerings?  (Hos 6:6)
2) The Grain Offering – Lev 2; 6:14-23  (Voluntary, often done together with a burnt or fellowship offering)  This is the only offering that was without blood.
Fine flour and oil given to priests to burn.  How much of what was brought was burned, and what was done with the rest?  (Lev 2:2-3,10)
In which three ways could the offering be prepared? Lev 2:4,5,7

Lev 6:16 – where did the priests eat this meal?

Lev 2:4,11 -- Why do you think it was prepared without yeast?  (Mt 16:6)
Why do you think honey was also banned as an ingredient?

Lev 2:13 – what else was added?  Why?

3) The Fellowship Offering – Lev 3; 7:11-34 (Also called The Peace Offering) (Voluntary)
What about this offering was different from a burnt offering?
Where was the fellowship offering placed?  Lev 3:5
What are the three types of fellowship offerings? (Lev 7:12, 16)
What part of the offering was considered to belong to the Lord as food?  (Lev 3:9-11)
What happened to the rest of the animal?
Which part was reserved for the priests?  (Lev 7:28-34)

4) The Sin Offering – Lev 4:1 – 5:13; 6:24-30 (Mandatory )
When did a sin offering have to be performed?  (Lev 4:2)
What did the Lord teach the people through having them offer a sacrifice for unintentional sins?
In what ways was a sin offering different from a burnt offering? 
What is significant about taking the rest of the animal outside the camp and burning it?  Heb 13:11-13

5) The Guilt Offering – Lev 5:14 – 6:7; 7:1-10   Mandatory – for deliberate sins, and for sins where restitution to another person was needed.  The Guilt Offering was an expression of repentance for injury to another person, and showed willingness to correct the injury.
In what way was a guilt offering more costly to a person than the other types? Lev 5:16
What was different about how the non-fat parts of the animal were used in this offering?

Which of the 5 types of offerings was Jesus, when he was crucified?   Romans 8:3
These offerings had to be repeated year after year, but what does Heb 9:25-26 say about Christ’s sacrifice?
Yom Kippur – The Great Day of Atonement -- Lev 16
Atonement = at-one-ment = unity or reconciliation

Occurred once each year in fall.  (Sept or Oct)  Not a festival, but a solemn, serious event.
Lev 16:2 -- On this day the priest entered a room in the tent or temple.  What was this room called?

Five animals were needed to keep this ceremony.  One bull, two rams, and two goats.
Lev 16:3 -- What two types of offerings were made on the Day of Atonement?

Lev 16:4 – what was different about the High Priest’s clothing on this day?

How was the High Priest normally dressed? (Ex 39) What does this change of clothes symbolize?
Lev 16:6 – before making a sacrifice for the people, what did the High Priest do?
Lev 16:6-10 – two goats, one is sacrificed, one is released

Lev 16:11-17 – What does the High Priest do with the blood of the bull and one of the two goats?
What did Jesus do that makes his work superior to the work of the High Priest? (Heb 9:24)

Lev 16:20-22 – What happens to the other goat?

Lev 16:23 – Then the priest changes his clothing again.  What does this symbolize?
Finally, in the regular clothing of the High Priest, the ceremony concludes with the sacrificing of a ram.

What happens to all the hides of these animals? v27
This Day of Atonement is celebrated annually, on the 10th day of the seventh month.  The seventh month, Tishri, actually has three festivals in it.  On the first day is the Feast of Trumpets, the 10th is the Day of Atonement, and the 15th begins the Feast of Tabernacles
How is the Gospel revealed in the sacrifices the Israelites were required to make?

Why was the curtain at the entrance to the most Holy Place torn in two at the moment Jesus died?  (Matt 27:50-51)

Why don’t Lutherans celebrate the Day of Atonement?  (Col 1:20; Rom 5:11; Eph 2:16)
What sacrifices and offerings do Christians make?  Rom 12:1;  1 Pet 2:5
