Isaiah – Lesson 1 – Chapters 1-6
Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, in the years before our Savior walked the earth, you raised up men to speak to your people, warning them of their sin, and promising a Savior.  Isaiah was one such man, a prophet to whom you revealed many details about our Savior.  As we study the words of this prophet, send your Holy Spirit to teach us the many truths contained in this book.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Who was Isaiah?  Son of Amoz, prophet who spoke mainly to the southern kingdom (Judah), warning them of their sins.  He preached from about 745 BC to 685 BC (about 50 years! -- Isaiah 1:1).  During his time, God allowed Israel (the northern kingdom) to be conquered and taken away by the Assyrians.  Amos, Hosea, and Micah were prophets which overlapped their ministries with Isaiah’s.  Isaiah was probably from a wealthy family, as the language of the book is definitely from a highly educated person.
Interesting facts:  Isaiah was sent about midway between the time of Moses and Jesus.  His book is quoted 68 times in the New Testament.  There are 66 chapters, just like there are 66 books of the Bible.  Isaiah divided into chapters 1-39 which speak of judgment for sins, and chapters 40-66 which speak more of the love God has for his people in spite of their sins.  The OT has 39 books, the NT has 27.
Language:  The poetry of Isaiah is considered the most beautiful in the Old Testament.  Isaiah uses personification more than other prophets (“sun and moon are ashamed”  24:23, “forests burst into song 44:23, “trees clap their hands” 55:12).  Isaiah speaks of God’s people as his vineyard (5:1-7), imagery Jesus also used (Luke 13:6-9).  Isaiah uses over 2200 different Hebrew words, more than any other prophet.  Isaiah is often called “the fifth Gospel”, because so much of his book looks ahead to Christ.
The first chapters speak of the time soon after the northern kingdom of Israel was conquered and taken away by the Assyrians.  This is dated at 721 BC.  Isaiah explains to the southern kingdom of Judah why God allowed this to happen to the northern kingdom of Israel.  The kings of Judah mentioned in Is 1:1 reigned from 792 BC to 686 BC.
Isaiah 1:2-9  A father’s grief over how his children have turned out.
(v2) God reared children, but they __________________________ against him.   (v4) They have _______________________ the Lord and turned _______________________________ on him.

(v7) Their fields are ____________________________ by __________________________.  (v8) But Jerusalem (the Daughter of Zion) was spared, like a __________ in a field of ____________________.  

(v9) If God had not spared her, the people would have been like __________________ and ______________________.

Isaiah 1:10-17  What God is really looking for in his people.

(v10)  Who is Isaiah speaking these words to?

(v11) God has no ________________________ in the __________________ of bulls and lambs and goats. (This parallels what David wrote in Ps 51:16)   (v14) Their _________________________ have become a ________________________ to God.  Stop doing wrong!   (v17) Defend the cause of the ____________________________ and the __________________.

Isaiah 1:18-31  God says to them, ‘Let’s think about what just happened.’
If you wanted to paint a picture of verse 18, what would you paint?

(v19) If you are _______________ and ______________________, you will __________ from the land, but (v20) if you ________________ and ___________________, you will be ______________________.  (v23) Your rulers are ____________________, they love _____________________ and __________________.
Consider vv 24-28.  What is God predicting he will do? (Remember he is speaking to the southern tribes.)
Verse 25 uses an analogy from metallurgy.  How are metals purified?
Does God do this with us also?  (Romans 5:3-5)

(v26) After the purifying is complete, by what new name will they then be called?

Isaiah 2:1-5  A vision into the future regarding Jerusalem
Isaiah will often use the phrase “in the last days” as did other prophets.  When did Peter believe the “last days” would occur?  (Read Acts 2:17, also see Hebrews 1:1,2)

Whenever we have a prophetic vision in the Bible, it is best to remember that it is a vision, not necessarily a description of a physical object.  In the OT, the “Lord’s Temple” was a grand building in Jerusalem, where God was said to dwell.  It was destroyed in AD 70.  It does not have to be rebuilt for this vision to come true.  Where is God’s Temple today?  (Eph 2:19-22)
(v2)  What is unusual about who are streaming into the temple?
(v3) Saying the “word will go out from Jerusalem”, does not mean today’s Jews must be converted to Christ and begin preaching Christ.  Remember the all nations stream into the city, and that the purified people of 1:26 are themselves called the “Faithful City.”  What does this picture portray?

Nowhere does it say that verse 4 must occur before the world ends. Many Old Testament prophecies tell of events in the near future (the New Testament era) and the far future (the final consummation of history) all in one breath.  Jesus clearly said he did not come to bring worldly peace (Matthew 10:34-36).  Only after Judgment Day can we be assured of worldly peace as described in verse 4.
Isaiah 2:6-22 to 4:1:  Judgment will come to the remaining tribes (Judah) too, some day.  Why?  (2:6) They are full of ____________________________from the ____________, and _____________  ______________ with ______________________.  How are people still doing today what is described here?

(2:8) Their land too, is full of _________________.   
How does verse 3:10 stand out in contrast to the verses around it?

(3:14)  The Lord blames the ______________________, for ruining his ____________________________.  (3:16)  What are the women most interested in?
Isaiah 4:2-6  But after all this predicted destruction, a message of hope.  A branch is just a small part that remains of the larger tree which was destroyed. (This will be explained in chapter 11.) What are some things he says he will do for those “who are left in Zion, who remain in Jerusalem.”

(v5) What is the cloud and fire a reminder of?  
So is this comfort or warning?

Isaiah 5:1-7  A song about God’s vineyard  (See also Jesus’ parable in Luke 13:6-9, or Matt 21:33-41)
Who was God’s vineyard?  

(v6) What will God do with his vineyard?

Isaiah 5:8-30  Further descriptions of how and why God will destroy his people.

(vv 26 to 29) How will God carry out the destruction of his people?

Isaiah 6:1-7  A vision of the Almighty God
Since Uzziah reigned until 740 BC.  This chapter is a flashback to earlier than chapters 1-5.

(v5)  What did Isaiah expect would happen to him, because he had seen God in his glory?  (Ex 33:20)

(vv6,7)  But instead, what happens?

Isaiah 6:8-13  Isaiah is commissioned to do the Lord’s work.
How does verse 8 show both the unity and the plurality of God?

Verses 9 and 10 are quoted by Jesus in all four gospels (Matt 13:14-15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:41; and by Paul in Acts 28:26-27)  Why is it a strange message?
(v13)  But what ray of hope is still given?  (What can happen to stumps of trees that are cut down?)

Isaiah often will begin with words of judgment on God’s people because of their sins, but end with words of comfort from our loving and forgiving God.  So it is here.

Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, like the people of Isaiah’s time, we too are a society which has turned away from you.  Forgive us, Lord.  And comfort us with the sure knowledge of your steadfast love and forgiveness.  Because of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Isaiah – Lesson 2 – Chapters 7:1 – 9:7

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, you know the end from the beginning.  In your wisdom, you revealed to your prophets events which would soon take place, and events which would take place much later.  As we study your words to us, given through Isaiah, give us a deeper understanding of your love and protection for your people of all times.  In Jesus’ name we ask this, Amen.
7:1-9 This chapter takes place shortly after chapter 6.  There is a gap of 5 or six years between Uzziah, and Ahaz, when Jotham was king.  So it is about 734 BC.  Israel’s capture by Assyria is 12 years away.   Is the news of verse 2 (that _____________ is now allied with _________________) good or bad?  Why?

[Side note:  Ephraim is another name for the 10 northern tribes.  Why?  (See 1 Kings 11:26)]

(vv 3-9)  Why can Ahaz be hopeful of his future?

(vv 8,9)  Why does God say “only” Rezin and Pekah, the heads of Aram and Israel?  How is Ahaz, the head of Judah, different?

(v 9)  Also, it is not his lineage that should give Ahaz hope, rather what?

7:10-17  A sign that the northern threat will not last.  Ahaz had weak faith, so to calm his fears, the Lord is willing to give Ahaz a sign.  Actually, to say Ahaz had a weak faith is too kind.  What kinds of things had Ahaz done during his reign as king?  (2 Kings 16:3; 7; 17-18)

Although he does not ask, God himself gives Ahaz a sign that he has nothing to worry about:  The ____________________ will give birth to a ____________ and call him _______________________.

Before the son is grown, the threat from Ephraim and Aram will be gone.  But who will take away the threat?  (v17)

Look carefully at v 13 and 14a.  To whom does Isaiah give this prophecy?

The New Testament fulfillment is in Jesus, as Matthew records in 1:23

A fuller understanding of verse 17 is found by reading 2 Kings 16:5-9.

7:18-25  A prediction of what God through the king of Assyria will do to those who are unfaithful.
Because of these invading armies, the land will become ______________________________.
8:1-10 Isaiah has a son and is to name him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.  What does this name mean?

What does this name refer to? 

(See 2 Kings 16:8,9)

What does the picture of ‘gently flowing waters of Shiloah’ (v6) contrasted with ‘mighty floodwaters of the River’ mean? (v7)

8:11-17  In these troubled times, who should be the sanctuary for both houses of Israel?

(vv14,15) What is he instead?

How do Paul and Peter use this passage to speak of the Jews of their day? (Rom 9:32-33, 1 Pet 2:8).

8:18-22  Who is the ‘I’ of verses 17 and 18? (Hebrews 2:13)

Who will be right there with them in these uncertain times?

(v 19) Where do unbelievers go when they are uncertain of the future?

(v 20) Where should God’s people go?

9:1-7  A look into the bright future.  This prophecy occurs after the events of Isaiah 7:17.  
 Where is Zebulun and Naphtali, and how did God humble them?

How did God honor this area later?  (Matt 4:13-16)

(v 4)  What happened in the day of Midian?  (Judges 7:22-25)

(v 6)  What government is Jesus the head of?

      Wonderful Counselor means incomprehensible teacher.  What incomprehensible teachings came from Jesus?  (ex.  Matt 5:4; 5:11; Luke 6:27-30)

      Here is proof that Jesus is indeed true God.

      In what way is Jesus the Everlasting Father?  (see also the prophecy in Isaiah 22:21-24)

      How is Jesus the Prince of Peace? (John 14:27, 16:33)

(v 7)  How is there no end to the increase of his government?

      How is there no end to his peace?  (Ephesians 2:14-18)

      When do we say Jesus began reigning on his throne?  (Acts 2:33-36)

      How long does he reign?  (Hebrews 1:13; 1 Corinthians 15:24-27)

     Who gets all the credit for accomplishing this?

Closing Prayer:     Lord Jesus, you are our Wonderful Counselor, our Prince of Peace, our Everlasting Father, and our Mighty God.  Reign in us and through us, giving us boldness to bring your kingdom to others, that the increase of your kingdom and of the true peace you bring will be without end.  Amen.
Isaiah – Lesson 3 – Chapters 9:8 – 12:6
Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, you show us in your Word how you deal with those who reject you and who in pride take credit themselves for things you have done.  We pray that you give us spirits of humility, that we give you glory for all the good things you do.  Send your Spirit to be among us, as we gather together to look into your Word.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Isaiah 9:8 – 10:4

Although Chapter 9 begins with wonderful hope for the future, at verse 8 it turns back to the present reality of God’s anger with Israel.  What is Israel’s response to God’s judgment on them? (v 9,10)

(v13)  What had been God’s purpose for striking Israel?

What will God therefore do?  (v14, 15, 19)

What is the refrain that is repeated four times (9:12, 17, 21, 10:4) and what does this refrain indicate?

Isaiah 10:5 – 19  After dealing with Israel, God will also punish Assyria, why?  (v 12, 13, 15)

(v16)  Despite Ahaz’s paying money to the king of Assyria, later in 701 BC, when Hezekiah is ruling, king Sennacherib of Assyria conquers most of Judah, and besieges Jerusalem, but withdraws without conquering it.  Isaiah 37:36-37  Why did he withdraw?

Isaiah 10:20 – 34  Through all the turmoil which is coming in the future, God’s purpose will prevail.  His purpose is that a _______________________ of Jacob will ________________________________.(v21)
The siege of Jerusalem and defeat of Sennacherib is alluded to in vv 32-34 again.

Isaiah 11  The Branch from the Stump of Jesse
Isaiah sees further into the future, giving hope to God’s faithful.   How is the image different to say the Branch comes from Jesse, rather than from the stump of David?

Matthew may have been referring to 11:1 when he said Jesus fulfilled a prophecy that “He will be called a Nazarene.” (Matt 2:23)

(v2)  The Spirit rested visibly on Jesus at his _______________________, but was always with him (Luke 4:1; 4:18; John 20:21,22)

(v3)  Why did Jesus not need to judge by what he saw and heard?  (John 2:25)

(v4)  Who are the poor and needy that Jesus brings justice to?  (Matthew 5:3-6)

(v4)  A rod or sword or scepter coming from the mouth is a common picture of Jesus (Rev 1:16, 2:16, 19:15)  What is that rod?

(v5)  Each of us is said to be dressed for battle in a similar way (Eph 6:10-18)

(vv6-9)  We look at society around us, and do not see this, so we understand that Isaiah sees far into the future, even after Judgment Day, to the eternal peace that Jesus’ work eventually brings.  How does Paul express the final result of Jesus’ work in Romans 8:20-21?

(v10)  A banner was held high, so soldiers could see the gathering point, and know the battle lines.  As Christians, what is our banner?   (John 3:14,15; 12:32)

(v 11)  How is this verse fulfilled?

(vv12-16)  Which words of this section tell us that this section is picture language, not literalistic?

So, what does it picture?

What is the Mormon understanding of the Root of Jesse who is a banner to the world?

Isaiah 12 – The Song of the Christian era

(v2)  These words are a parallel to Exodus 15:2, words of Moses after they had crossed the Red Sea.

(v3)  What are the wells of salvation where we draw water?  (Jer 2:13; John 4:13-14)

(v4,5)  What are we to do with the good news that God has become our salvation?

Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for sending that Branch from the stump of Jesse, to whom we look for the waters of salvation, and for the righteousness he has earned for us by faith.  Give us opportunities to share the good news of salvation with our friends and neighbors.  In His name we pray, Amen.
Isaiah Chapters 13-23 – Session 4
Warnings to the Nations
Opening Prayer:  Lord, you spoke through your prophets in years past, urging them to turn to you and rely on you completely.  You let your people experience the consequences when they did not rely on your protection.  Give us a faith that learns from your Word and from the experiences of the faithful and of the unfaithful as recorded in your Word.  Teach us Lord, now as we look into that Word.  Amen.

In these 11 chapters, Isaiah pronounces doom and destruction on nations surrounding Israel.  It is unlikely the kings of these nations were ever made aware of these words.  But the people of Judah heard them.  They, like we, were expected to take the messages to other nations to heart, learning from their mistakes, and by being faithful to God, avoid doing the things which brought judgment to them.

Isaiah 13:1 to 14:23 – A message of doom against Babylon

To the east of Israel and Judah lay the powerful city of Babylon.  At this time it is still part of Assyria, a century later (627 B.C.) it would become its own powerful country.

(13:6-9)  What will the ‘day of the Lord’ be like for Babylon?

(13:10-13)  Isaiah sees not only the destruction of Babylon, but also of what?

What is God’s purpose in shaking the heavens and earth?  (Hebrews 12:25-28)

(13:17) The Medes, further to the east, would first join with Babylon and defeat the Assyrians (c. 610 BC),  then turn against the Babylonians and defeat them (c. 539 BC).  By the year 500, Babylon would be deserted (v20).  It was never rebuilt, although Saddam Hussein began restoring it as a tourist attraction.

(14:1-2)  When Babylon was overthrown, they were holding God’s people for 70 years of discipline.  Who brought them back to the Promised Land?  (v2)  

Did the physical nation of Israel ever ‘possess the nations’?         How do we understand this?

(14:3-11)  A taunt against the king of Babylon.  But how have vv 12-23 also been interpreted?  (Hint:   how did the KJV translate “morning star”?)

But only two places in Scripture clearly speak of Satan being cast out of heaven to the earth, Rev 12:9 and Luke 10:18.  But in each of these cases his fall is connected with what action?

(14:24-27)  The Assyrians, too, will be crushed (occurred c. 539 BC when Medes and Persians conquered everything)  Verse 27 is like Job 42:2 or Ps 33:10-11

(14:28-32)  The Philistines should not rejoice at Assyria’s defeat, they too will get it.  Only in one city will there be a refuge (v32).

(15:1 – 16:13)  The Moabites to the east – a frequent enemy of God’s people in the past -- will be destroyed (by Assyria).  Believers are told to give shelter to the Moabite refugees (v3,4).  One ray of hope is mentioned in 16:5

(ch 17)  Remember Damascus, capital of Aram, is (or was recently) allied with Ephraim.  In 732 BC, the Assyrians conquered Damascus, and by 721, conquered Ephraim (vv 4-9).  What is the reason God allowed this to happen to his people? (v 10)

In what ways must God’s people of all times take this warning to heart?

Was there a time in your personal life when you “forgot the Lord”?  What circumstances brought you back?

(17:13-14)  Although to God’s people the nations appear very strong and formidable, like a surging river, they are really more like ___________________ or ___________________________ before the Lord.

(ch 18)  Cush is south of Egypt, present day Sudan and Ethiopia.  It too, was conquered by Assyria.

(ch 19)  Egypt will fear for their lives at what the Lord will send upon them, as Assyria conquers Egypt.

(19:19-25)  But this prophecy also looks ahead to a day when both Egypt and Assyria look to the Lord.  This must point to the 600 years after the beginning of the Church at Pentecost.  Egyptian cities were some of the strongest Christian cities, as well as cities of the Assyria of Isaiah’s day.

(ch 20)  Isaiah pictures the humiliation of Egypt and Cush by going around barefoot and without his sackcloth (burlap) outer robe (v3).  Judah had been tempted to make an alliance with Egypt and Cush to protect themselves against the Assyrians.  What is the reason God allowed Assyria in 701 BC to conquer Egypt and Cush?  (20:5,6)

How do some in the visible church today ‘make alliances’ with the unbelieving world, rather than putting simple trust in God’s Word alone?

(ch 21) Babylon was not a world power in Isaiah’s day, that would come 100 years later.  But Babylon, Edom, and Arabia will all be brought low.  Fulfilled by the Medes, in 539 BC, when they conquered these areas.

(ch 22)  The term ‘Valley of Vision’ may be sarcastic, since Jerusalem is really acting in spiritual blindness, rather than trusting its Lord.  Verses 1-14 are about events that have already happened, or may speak of future events in the past tense. Verse 11 occurred when Sennacherib of Assyria surrounded Jerusalem, and Hezekiah dug a tunnel inside the city, so these words are probably reflective of what happened in 701 BC.  The Lord allowed the armies of Assyria to surround Jerusalem for what purpose?  (v12) _______________________________

But what did the people do after the 185,000 soldiers of Sennacherib died? (v13)______________________

Two officials in Jerusalem are contrasted, Shebna and Eliakim.  Who is faithful, who is not?

What is Shebna doing at this time, as Assyria surrounds Jerusalem? (v 16)

In fact, Eliakim, the faithful official will be like one who will come in the far future.  (cf. Rev3:7)  What are the keys that this official holds?  (cf Rev 1:18)

What will eventually happen to the faithful official?  (v 25)

(ch 23)  Tyre, too, will be destroyed.  As a port city, it was not destroyed when conquered by the Assyrians, but later was destroyed by Alexander the Great about 350 years in Isaiah’s future. (332 B.C.)

Closing Prayer:   Heavenly Father, as we look at the warnings Isaiah gave concerning the nations surrounding God’s people, help us to take to heart the message that you want our complete devotion to you.  We too are surrounded by  dangers, and we too, often look to earthly leaders and human inventions to rescue us.  Give us the kind of trust and devotion that relies totally on your promises.  You have promised to remember all who call upon your name, and rescue them in your own time and in your own way.  Give that assurance, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.

The Apocalypse of Isaiah – Session 5

Chapters 24 to 27
The word apocalypse means “an unveiling or revealing” of something previously unknown.  Like John at the end of his life, which he recorded in the Book of Revelation, Isaiah is given a vision which looks ahead to Judgment Day and the events leading up to it.  When was this vision given?  The previous 11 chapters which gave judgments against surrounding nations seem to have been given before 721 BC, when the Northern Kingdom was conquered and carried away.  This next prophecy about the earth may follow this event, as if God is saying “See what happened to Israel for her unbelief, something similar will one day happen to the entire world.”

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, everything we need to know is recorded in your Word.  We see your judgments against the unfaithful, and your rescue of those who look to you.  Be with us as we look into that Word, help us understand the truths you want us to know, and guide and direct our thoughts, to your glory.  Amen.

Read Isaiah 24:1-13
Name ways the judgments of this chapter are different from the judgments of chapters 13 to 23.

(v2)  What’s one thing about Judgment Day that’s taught in this verse?

(v5)  Why is God destroying the earth?

Commentators wonder what is meant by the “everlasting covenant”.  Since all people on earth have broken this covenant, it is not a covenant made only with God’s faithful.  Some suggest Romans 2:14-16 as a universal principle that may be meant.

Read Isaiah 24:14-23

(vv14-16)  However, all is not bleak.  In the distance, from both east and west, there are survivors!  And what are they doing?

If we are privileged to see this final Day, what should we do on that day?  (Luke 21:25-28)

(vv19-22)  Those who have opposed the Lord will meet their doom.  V 22 is similar to 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6.
(v23)  The earth, moon and sun are all said to be humiliated on this day.  But Mount Zion and Jerusalem are the center of the Lord’s reign.  This is an indication that Mount Zion and Jerusalem are not a part of the earth, that is, the physical places on earth are not what is meant.  This is similar to how the writer to the Hebrews uses the terms ‘Mount Zion’ and ‘Jerusalem’ in Hebrews 12:22-24.

Read Isaiah 25:1-5

(v1)  What does it mean when it says God does things in perfect faithfulness?

(v2)  “The city” could mean any city, or the earth, or could be Samaria, recently destroyed by the Assyrians.

(v3)  What does it mean that God will be revered by “strong peoples” and “ruthless nations”?  [ Perhaps the unwilling acknowledgement which occurs at Judgment Day (Phil 2:10-11, Psalm 22:27-28).]

(vv4,5)  The power of the ruthless will be taken away, just like the warmth of the sun is gone when obscured by a cloud.

Read Isaiah 25:6-9

The glories that await us in heaven are often pictured as a great banquet.  Jesus also taught this.  What additional piece of information about heaven do we get from Matthew 22:1-14?

What additional do we learn from Revelation 19:7-8?

Finally, what has already occurred before this banquet is given?  (1 Cor 15:52-54)

The banquet is held on a mountain, and on this mountain the sheet or shroud that covers all nations will be destroyed.   What is that sheet?

God will wipe away our tears.  The same thought is in Revelation 21:4.

Read Isaiah 25:10-12.  Why single out Moab?  Sitting next to Israel, Moab had lots of contact with God’s people.  Yet Moab did not believe.  The Moabites were unwilling to acknowledge Jehovah as God, other nations were simply ignorant of the true God.

Read Chapter 26.

This is a song of two cities that represent the righteous and the unrighteous, the faithful and the unbelieving.  The City of God (vv1-4), the New Jerusalem, and The City of Man (vv5-6), the "lofty city" that symbolizes the world in its rebellion against God.

Notice the difference in description of the walls of the city of v1 with the walls of 25:12.

(vv1,2)  The city or nation Isaiah is describing is the same as that described in Rev 21:1-2.


What makes the nation righteous?  (see Phil 3:8-9)

(vv3,4)  What is the key to perfect peace?

(vv 9b-11)  What are some reasons and what are not some reasons that the wicked are wicked?

(vv12-21)  These verses speaks of the futility of human effort to accomplish salvation.  What specifically is mentioned in these verses:

v 12.








(like Philippians 2:13)

v 14.

V 15.

vv 17-18

(v 19) Isaiah sees the resurrection from the dead.  In his vision, it looks similar to ______________ rising off the land as the morning sun begins to shine.

Read Chapter 27.

(v 1)  Who is Leviathan?    

But these words remind us of Revelation 12:9, where Satan is deposed, and probably speak of him.

(v 2-3)  Who is the vineyard?

(vv4-5)  Which words indicate that Israel is lukewarm in their faith?

(v 6)  This promise reminds us of the words to Abraham in Gen 12:3, in that Israel’s positive influence is world wide.  

(v 7)  The answer to these questions is ___________.  (v 8)  But what does God use as he deals with his vineyard?

(vv 9-11)  A look ahead to what will happen to the remainder of God’s people.


God will come down with the hammer on his people, with the intent that they should repent.

(v 12)  Why does God use the word ‘thresh’ for what he is about to do?

(v 13)  Yet after all this, there are words of hope, and a future.  What happens at the sound of the Great Trumpet?  

Matt 24:31  
_____________________________________________________________________

1 Cor 15:52
_____________________________________________________________________

1 Thess 4:16,17
_____________________________________________________________________
Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, in your good timing, you will destroy this present sinful earth and all who do not look to you in faith.  Keep us faithful to the end Lord, help us to continue to trust your promises.  Give us opportunities to share your love with others around us who do not know you as their Savior.  In Jesus’ name we ask this.  Amen.
God’s Help, or Man’s Help? – Session 6

Isaiah 28 – 33
Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, you are our refuge and strength, what can man do to us?  Help us each day to remember these words of scripture, and trust without wavering that you control all events in our lives in ways that benefit us best.  Lord, increase our faith and trust in you.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Read Isaiah 28:1-13
Ephraim is Isaiah’s name for __________________________________.

The wreath of Ephraim is her most important city, Samaria.  Since these words speak of the destruction of Israel is yet to come, it is assumed these chapters were written before 721 BC.  In forceful language, Isaiah predicts its destruction.

(v5)  In contrast to Samaria, God Almighty will be a ___________________________.

(v7) the priests and prophets should have been a source of inspiration to the people, instead they

(v9,10)  What two objections do the people who hear Isaiah’s message have?

Are we ever tempted to think of our religion as just a bunch of rules, instead of a relationship with our Lord?

(v 11)  Isaiah answers them, very well then, if they do not listen to Isaiah, who will be sent to them?

What does this mean?

Paul used this verse in his argument to the Corinthians about speaking in tongues (1 Cor 14:21,22).  How does he use it in his argument?

Read Isaiah 28:14-29
(v14)  With the Northern Kingdom as an example, Isaiah now speaks to the leaders of Jerusalem.
(v15)  The people evidently think they do not have to listen to Isaiah – they have made a covenant with death – that death will not touch them.  This refers to Judah’s pact with Egypt for mutual protection against Assyria.  But Isaiah assures them that they have made a __________ their ______________________ and their ________________________   ____________________.

(v 16) Isaiah responds with “here is a pact to make sure death does not touch you – God himself will lay a foundation stone of a new building – a precious cornerstone.”  What is he talking about?

(see Romans 9:33; Eph 2:20-22)

(v 17)  God will judge using a measuring line of _______________________ and a plumb line of _________________.  (in other words, he will be very fair.)  (v 18) The alliance with Egypt will not help. 

(v 21)  David defeated the Philistines at Mt. Perazim (2 Sam 5:20), and Joshua defeated the Amorites when God sent a hailstorm upon them in the Valley of Gibeon (Josh 10:9-12).  God will do as great a work, but this time it will be a ‘strange work’, an ‘alien task’.  What is this work?

(vv23-29)  Isaiah uses the illustration of a farmer, who carefully plans his work.  In the same way, God’s way of saving his people is also carefully planned.

Read Isaiah 29:1-14

(v 1)  Ariel is another name for ______________________________.

(vv 3-6)  What will happen to Ariel, and what will happen to its enemies?

Verses 7 and 8 probably refer to the unending desire of other nations to attack Jerusalem.

(vv 9-14)  The people of Judah who are hearing Isaiah’s word will be too dull to understand it.

(v13) Quoted by Jesus about the Pharisees (Matt 15:8-9)

Why is it that people have sometimes also turned Christianity into another religion of rules taught by men?

(v14)  Quoted by Paul about the Gospel message (1 Cor 1:19)

Read Isaiah 29:15-24

Verse 15 probably refers to Hezekiah secretly making an alliance with Egypt to protect his land from the Assyrians.  Verse 16 is God saying, “I made you, so listen to me.  Don’t think you know better.”

(vv18-24) Isaiah again shifts his message and sees deep into the future to the Messianic age.

Read Isaiah 30:1-11
Rejecting the Lord’s protection, going to Egypt instead, will only bring them ___________________(v5).

(vv 6-7)  Going to Egypt via the Negev desert is unusual.  Perhaps because the Assyrians controlled the main route.  (vv 8-11)  What is the request of the people of Judah to whom Isaiah is bringing his message?

Read Isaiah 30:12-18

(vv 12-17) Because the people won’t listen, God says “OK then, have it _______________  __________.

(v 18) Yet through it all, God’s desire is to ________________________________________________.

If this is God’s longing and desire, why don’t the people of Judah understand this?

Read Isaiah 30:19-33

There will come a day when the people of Judah will turn back to their God.  This could refer to their temporary repentance after Sennacherib’s army was defeated in 701 BC.  Or perhaps to their time in Babylon, or even to the New Testament age.

(v33)  Topheth is the valley where the people who worshipped Molech, god of the Ammorites, would sacrifice their children.  But, who is this valley ready to receive?

Read Isaiah 31
(vv1-3)  How might we today ‘go down to Egypt’ instead of trusting the Lord?

What does Jesus say is the way to combat this temptation?  (Matthew 6:31-33)

(vv8-9)  Assyria will be defeated in a miraculous way.  (2 Kings 19:35-37)

Read Isaiah 32

Verses 1-8 promise a day when a king will reign in righteousness, which didn’t happen until Jesus.

Verses 9-20 speak of the near future, when people will live in fear, but ends with a picture of peace and living in righteousness in fertile fields, away from the city which did not protect them.  This has its fulfillment in the reign of Jesus in our age, and finally in the age to come.

Bible scholars wonder about v10.  Will the invasion by Assyria be just one year away?  Or is this poetry for a short time?

Read Isaiah 33

Although now is a time of trouble, in the future there will be a day when people will not fear.

(v1) A warning to the nation of Assyria – it will be destroyed.

(v6)  Our Lord is the ___________   __________________________ for our times of trouble too.

(vv14-16)   How does ethical behavior display love for God? 

How does it display love for man? 

How does the corruption of taking bribes destroy righteous government?

Read 2 Kings 17 to 19 for next time.
These chapters tell of the defeat of the 10 northern tribes by the Assyrians, and of the victory of the Lord over king Sennacherib as he surrounded Jerusalem.

Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for prophets like Isaiah, who got to see far into the future, seeing the reign of Messiah himself.  Help us Lord, to cling to the promises which were revealed to Isaiah.  We too, like the people of Judah, tend to look to the world for help, when we should be looking to you.  Forgive us for this Lord.  Help us to consider the advice found in scripture to be more reliable than the advice we get from this world.  Keep us strong in the faith to the end of time.  Amen.
God’s Judgment and Grace in History

Session 7 -- Isaiah 34-39
Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, you promise to come to the rescue of all who look to you.  Help us to always look to your Son, our Lord.  Be near us as we live each day of our lives, to help us with daily struggles, right up to the end of our lives, to rescue us from death.  Guide our studies as we look into your Word this evening.  Amen.
Read Isaiah 34   The oracle begins by expressing God’s wrath against the entire world.  God alone can do this -- he is not just a regional deity, like other nations have.  Jesus and John also described the end of the world as including destruction in the heavens like verse 4 describes (Matt 24:29; Revelation 6:12-14).

Beginning at verse 5, most of what is described is against Edom.  Who are the people of Edom?

Edom opposed Israel throughout its history, starting in Numbers 20:14-21, when they would not let the nation enter the Promised Land via the most direct route.

(v8)  What is the reason the Lord is directing his vengeance onto Edom?

Isaiah describes how God will turn Edom into a desert (vv 9,11,13-15), full of unclean animals.  

(v16)  If this vision is disturbing, where should people look for comfort?

Read Isaiah 35    Whereas Ch 34 speaks God’s Law and judgment, Ch 35 is all God’s Gospel and grace.
(v1)  In prophecies, when there is a vision of deserts blooming, we should not think of plants.  What does God see which is described as a blooming desert?

(v5)  When John the Baptizer was in prison, and his disciples were discouraged, John sent them to Jesus to ask if Jesus was indeed the one to come.  Jesus used this verse to assure John and his disciples that he was indeed the Messiah.  See Matthew 11:2-6

We do not consider the physical miracles to be the most important part of Jesus’ work, as he himself told us in John 14:11-12.  What works are we privileged to do which are greater than making the blind see, the deaf hear, etc.?

(vv 8-10)  What words tell us that this Way of Holiness is not a physical highway?

What is the Way of Holiness?  (John 14:6,  Acts 24:14,22)

After seeing how God allowed Assyria to destroy Samaria and the northern tribes of Israel, Hezekiah instituted reforms that brought Judah back to true worship of God at Jerusalem.  Hezekiah also fortified the city and prepared for eventual attack from Assyria (2 Chronicles 29-32).  The next four chapters of Isaiah are in narrative prose with only sections in poetry.

Read Isaiah 36   Starting at verse 4, this chapter is identical to 2 Kings 18:19-37

Sennacherib wants Hezekiah to surrender without a fight, since the only unconquered part of Judah is Jerusalem.  What are some arguments he uses to try to get Hezekiah’s envoys to convince Hezekiah to give up?

(v6)

(v7)
What had Hezekiah done that is being referred to in verse 7?  (2 Kings 18:4)

(v8)

(v10)

What could have made Sennacherib claim the Lord told him (v10) to capture Jerusalem?

(v11)  Why do you think Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah wanted the Assyrian commander to speak to them in Aramaic, rather than Hebrew?

What other arguments does the commander use to get them to surrender without a fight?

 (v14)

(vv16,17)

(vv18-20)

Read Isaiah 37    This chapter is identical to 2 Kings 19

(v2)  Hezekiah sends some of his advisors to see Isaiah, to tell him what has happened.   They also ask Isaiah to ____________________________________________ (v4).

(v6)  What is the message Isaiah tells the advisors to relay back to Hezekiah?   

(v14)  What does Hezekiah do when he hears the demands of Sennacherib?

(v20)  What does Hezekiah appeal to when he asks the Lord to spare Jerusalem?

(v29)  The Assyrians often treated captured peoples this way, parading them off to other areas.

(vv30-35)  Isaiah has good news for the future.  A _______________________ will come from Jerusalem and prosper.

 (v35)  What is the reason the Lord will defend Jerusalem?

Read Isaiah 38:1-8   This account may have happened shortly before the death of the 185,000. (v 6)
(vv1-3)  Isaiah informs Hezekiah that it is time to die.  Does Hezekiah want this?

(vv4-6)  What two things does God do for Hezekiah?

(vv7-8)  Plus the Lord gives Hezekiah a miraculous sign to assist his weak faith.

Read Isaiah 38:9-20   Hezekiah’s writing is rich with the human emotions that fill even a child of God when facing a serious illness.  Both despairing words and words of deep faith are found here.

Read Isaiah 39   The king of Babylon apparently heard of the miraculous defeat of Sennacherib, and decides to send an envoy to Hezekiah.  (It’s good to have a friend like Hezekiah, he reasoned.)  But what does Hezekiah do with the visiting officials?

(v5)  But what will happen because of this foolish incident?

Closing Prayer:    Heavenly Father, you saved the nation of Judah and Jerusalem from capture by the Assyrian army, even though they were surrounded on all sides by the enemy.  We too, are surrounded on all sides by Satan, our Enemy.  Keep our faith strong, that we can stand up to his temptations, and with your help, overcome those temptations.  Rescue us, as you rescued Judah.  In Jesus’ name we ask this, Amen.
