It’s understandable that people like to plant gardens -- even though gardens are a lot of hard work, work that lasts all summer long.  The joy comes from the harvest.  Harvesting the fruit makes the hard work worthwhile.
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Did you know God himself is a gardener?  He tells us in several places in the Bible.  And just like any other gardener, God looks forward to getting a harvest.  He tells us this, in one of the most famous of Jesus’ parables -- the parable about the farmer who scattered seeds on many different kinds of soil.  
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Some seed was scattered on the path, but the birds ate it before it could take root.
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Some seed fell on rocky soil, it sprouted but then died, because it could not take root.
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Some seed fell in a thorn patch, where no one weeded out the competing plants, so when the seed sprouted and tried to grow, it was choked by the other plants.
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And some fell on good soil, which produced the abundant harvest the farmer wanted.
Jesus explained this parable:  the seed is the Word of God, and the many different kinds of soil are the many different ways people let the Word of God take root in their lives.
The truth is, we all can be like the hard-packed soil on the path.  We are hard-headed some times, and don’t listen to God.  We are sometimes rocky, and don’t let God’s Word affect our behavior.  And we all have so many ‘things’ that distract us, we just don’t take the time to let the God’s Word grow in us and change us into what God wants us to be.

How can we be more like good soil?  The soil that produces the fruit that God is looking for?

Ask yourself these questions:

Am I hearing God’s Word regularly in church?

Am I reading God’s Word at home?

Do I study God’s Word in a Bible class?
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These are things we can do which allow the Word of God to grow in us, and produce godly fruits in our lives.
As we hear and study the Bible, God’s Holy Spirit works in us and makes our faith and understanding grow.
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God wants each of us to grow like plants in a garden.  He is looking for fruit from each of us.  Being a regular attender at a church that teaches God’s Word is a very important part of growing our faith.
We invite you to visit us at St Peter’s Lutheran church in Mishicot.  You will find messages from the Bible that will help your faith grow as you learn to trust God more and more.  You will find friendly faces and lasting friends.  Come visit us!

Visit us Sundays at 7:30 or 10:00 a.m. for worship, 8:45 for Bible study.
Monday worship at 6:30 p.m.
Robert Johannes, pastor

755-4555

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com
http://mishicot-stpeter.org 
St Peter’s Lutheran Church
325 Randolph Street

Mishicot, WI   54228-9550

Gathering in the Harvest
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Our long hot summer is finally over, and if you have a garden, for several weeks now you have been reaping the rewards of your work of weeding and watering.  You are gathering in the tomatoes, squash, carrots, pumpkins, and whatever else you may have planted this year.  What a wonderful time of the year it is!
