Many people are afraid of Judgment Day.  They are afraid of taking that Final Exam.  Deep inside, they know they won’t pass.  Do you want to know the secret of getting a passing grade on Judgment Day?  Here it is:      
Let Jesus take the test.

Jesus is the only person who ever lived who lived good enough to get to heaven.  He never lied, never cheated, never sinned.  God the Father loves you and me so much, and wants us to live forever with him so intently, that he punished his Son Jesus for our sins.  “The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all”  (Isaiah 53:6)
This is good news!  This means when our time comes to leave this earth and take that Final Exam, we have a chance to pass!  By trusting Jesus, his passing grade becomes ours!  Also by trusting Jesus each day, the problems we face in this life become easier to handle, as we can see through our troubles to the wonderful Graduation Day that is waiting for us.
Want to hear more good news?  Join us weekly for worship:
7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays

6:30 pm Mondays

Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
[image: image1.jpg]St Peter's Lutheran Church
225 Randolph Street
Mishicor, W1 52228




Graduation Day Approaches
[image: image2.jpg]



It’s springtime, and in a few weeks another crop of seniors will officially end their years of education and begin the next phase of their lives, going in many different directions. 

A few seniors, sadly, will take their final exams only to be told that they are not adequately prepared, and will not be receiving that diploma.

Graduation Day is a day of happiness for many, but for others, a day of embarrassment and sadness.
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The Bible says that we all reap what we sow.  Though there may be exceptions, graduation day is a reflection on how diligent each student was with his work.

In general, that’s how people are.  Some like to be prepared for what lies ahead, others do not plan for the future, and are unprepared.
What about you?
Are you prepared for your future?  If you had to take a test to get into heaven, would you pass?  Jesus predicted that most people will die unprepared.  He said that the road to hell is wide, and many are on it, but the path to heaven is narrow, and few are on it (Matt 7:13,14).
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The Bible clearly says there is a final exam waiting for all of us.   It is called Judgment Day.  Jesus promises to come in glory and reward us according to how we have lived (Matt 16:27).  On that day all who are in the graves will come out, some to eternal life, some to eternal destruction (John 5:28,29).

We cannot avoid it.   Judgment Day will come for each of us.  Now suppose that Final Exam we all must take has one essay question:  “Why should you enter heaven?”  How will you answer?

“I did the best I could while I was alive.”  Well, did you really?  You can surely think of times when you did not do your best for God.  We all have done things we are ashamed of.  Besides, our best is not good enough for heaven.  The Bible says, “our righteous acts are like filthy rags” in God’s eyes (Isaiah 64:6).
“I lived better than some of the people I know who went to church every week.”  God tells us not to compare ourselves to others (2 Cor 10:12) but to his perfect standard.  And so we all fall short.
“At least the good things I have done have outweighed the bad.”  Really?  God says we must be perfect (Matt 5:48), and that nothing impure will enter heaven (Rev 21:27).  Pure means 100% perfect.  We all miss that mark.
In another place the Bible says “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and with all your mind.”  That is an impossible task.
No wonder Jesus’ own disciples once asked, “Who then can be saved?”
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Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."  (Mark 10:27)
Once Jesus was asked “What must we do to do the works God requires?”  Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: Believe on the one he has sent.”  (John 6:29).  No list of do’s and don’ts.  Just believe in Jesus.  Only those who believe in Jesus will be raised to eternal life on that Last Day (John 6:40).
What grade will you receive when you take that final exam?
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