A Study of the Epistles of John

Intro and 1 John 1
Opening Prayer:    Lord Jesus, you are the great "I am".  You are the Light of the world, and we are privileged to walk in that light. Grant that as we read and grow together, we might go home strengthened in our faith and blessed with greater joy in our lives. We ask this in your name. Amen.

Introduction:  We know John as one of Jesus' disciples, an eyewitness to the life of Jesus.  He was brother to another of the apostles, _________________.  Their father was named _________________ Jesus gave them the nickname ___________________, which means ___________   _____   _________________  ( Mark 3:17 ).  At the Crucifixion, four women are mentioned (John 19:25, Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40).  Assuming these are the same four, we arrive at what conclusions?



#1


#2


#3


#4

John 19:25
________________
________________
________________
________________

Matt 27:56
________________
________________
________________
________________

Mark 15:40
________________
________________
________________
________________

What did John and James once ask Jesus to do?  Mark 10:35-40

Another time, what did John and James want to do?   Luke 9:51-56

What special privilege did Jesus give John from the cross?

Assuming that the 'other disciple' John writes about in his gospel is John himself, what do we learn about John from
 John 18:15-16?
And from John 20:3-8?

What early rumor was there that Jesus said about John, which Jesus really did not say?  John 21:20-23
 Peter, James and John were an inner circle of three disciples to which Jesus confided more than the other nine.  John was the youngest of the Twelve, and the one who lived the longest on earth.  He wrote 5 books of the New Testament, probably late in life when he was exiled by the Emperor Domitian to the island of Patmos, during a time of intense persecution.  Domitian died in AD 95, and John died about AD 98.
The tone of the three letters of John is fatherly, the reader can easily imagine he's hearing the words of an elderly man passing on the wisdom he learned during his life as a Christian.  Since the Church was persecuted during the most likely time these letters were written, we assume the letters were written to people who met secretly in house churches.  And the advice he gives as useful advice for persecuted believers.
John's gospel and letters were written to oppose early errors about who and what Jesus was.  One of the earliest heresies came from Cerinthus and the Docetists, who mixed Greek ideas about sinful flesh and the pure mind and soul and claimed that the Christ could not have been true man, since flesh is sinful.  Also that the God part of Jesus did not die, only the human part.  Their idea was that the Christ descended on the man Jesus at his baptism, but left him just before the Crucifixion.  (This idea is refuted by what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians  2:8 )
They not only separated the spiritual nature of Jesus from his physical nature, but also in themselves they drew a distinction.  The result is that they believed they could be 'spiritually pleasing' to God in their mind, yet live without regard to holy living.  The Docetists claimed they had more knowledge than the original apostles of Jesus had.  This heresy grew as years went on, and was given the name Gnosticism.  As we study John's letters, make note of things he says which would refute this heresy.
Are there similarities to Docetist thinking in Christians today?  How?

Read 1 John 1:1-4

1.  Which words show that John is an authority about the things he writes?

2.  A term the Docetists and Gnostics used was "the Word" (Gk:  logos) to refer to Jesus.   But these heretics understood logos to mean the spiritual being which stayed separate from the flesh of Jesus.  What did John write in John 1:1,2,14 which spoke against this heresy? 
3.  What does Jesus say of himself that teaches us he is 'from the beginning'?  (Revelation 22:13)
4.  What does John say in verses 1 and 2 of this letter and which Luke records in 24:39 that speaks against the false idea that the spiritual part of Jesus did not mingle with his body?
5.  John also uses the term 'fellowship' (Gk: koinonia) and says he is writing this letter so that the readers could have fellowship with John and others who understand Jesus the same way.  Here we see hints of lines that early Christians drew between those who believed correctly about Jesus and those who did not.  Today we often define fellowship as 'friendliness', but it's deeper meaning has to do with 'no discord', 'no disagreements', and 'oneness."  This is what John hopes this letter will produce.
Read 1 John 1:5-7

6.  When John uses the term darkness, he is referring to ____________________.

7.  How can we' walk in the light', if we are sinful creatures?
8.  How would you define 'walking in darkness?'

Read 1 John 1:8-10

9.  These words somewhat answer question 7.  What does John say we must do , and what must we not do, if we want to 'walk in the light.'

10.  What two things are mentioned that result from confession of sins?

11.  How would you explain the difference between the two answers to #10, or are they two ways of saying the same thing?

Closing Prayer:   Lord Jesus, your perfect life under God's laws, and your unjust death on the cross have satisfied your Father's anger against our sins.  Keep our faith strong, trusting all you have done for us, and motivating us to live in ways that show we are thankful for your goodness to us.  Amen.  
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1 John 2

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, through the work of Jesus, not only have you taken away our sins, but have given us the Holy Spirit to help us live our lives for you.  Through the Holy Spirit, help us conduct ourselves in ways that please you.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen 

Read 1 John 2:1-2

1. John begins this chapter with “My dear children,” and uses this expression 7 more times as he writes this letter.  What qualifies John to speak this way to his readers?

2. Compare verse 2:1 to verse 1:10.  Is there a contradiction here?    How do we harmonize the two statements?

3.  What is said in 2:1 that speaks against praying to saints for help?

4.  Verse 1 reminds us of a courtroom scene.  God's Law condemns us, but Jesus speaks up for us.  (See also Romans 8:34 and 1 Timothy 2:5)

5.  Verse 2 says Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the entire world.  What should we do with the world because of this truth?  (Mark 16:15)

6.  Sin produces guilt.  Understanding the gospel is a way of dealing with our guilt -- that is, we understand that it has been taken away.  But what are some ways unbelievers (and weak Christians) deal with the guilty consciences that result from their sins?

Read 1 John 2:3-11

7.  What again was John's purpose for writing this letter? (v1)  What specific things does John mention which Christians do in line with this purpose?

2:4

2:6

2:10

2:15-17

8.  Consider verse 5a.  How do we understand this?  Could we ever say God's love is incomplete?  In what ways would God's love not be complete?

9.  Consider verses 5b & 6.  How can these words be misunderstood, making us uneasy?  

10.  How can both verse 7 and verse 8 be true?

11.  What is the command which is both an old command and a new command?  (John 13:34,35) Name some practical things we could do to fulfill the command to "love our brother".

12.  How does a person by hating his brother indicate that he is still living in darkness?  (see also Matthew 6:14,15)

Read 1 John 2:12-14

13.  From the words of this section, would you say John is writing to new Christians, or Christians who are more mature in their faith?  Defend your answer.

Read 1 John 2:15-17

14.  How many ways can you think of that people love the world?  Why is it so important that believers ponder this question?

Read 1 John 2:18-23

15.  At first these verses may seem to be a change in direction for John's message.  But how can we understand that John is still writing about how to turn away from sinning?  

16.  Do we have antichrists with us today?  What might be some examples?

17.  What anointing do Christians have, and what is its purpose?  (1 Corinthians 1:21-22)

18.  Verse 22 is written against the idea of the Docetists -- the idea that the Christ was not one with Jesus, but stayed separate from the flesh.  When John says "Jesus is the Christ" he means that the flesh-and-blood man Jesus was also the Christ who is sinless and saves the world.

Read 1 John 2:24-27

19.  Because of the false teachers (the antichrists) were teaching that they had a 'higher knowledge', John writes that they should keep in their hearts 'what they have heard from the beginning.'  In other words, don't abandon what you were taught in favor of the Docetists.  What don't they need because of the anointing they received?

Read 1 John 2:28-29

20.  John does not want anyone to be ashamed at the time of Jesus' coming.  What will happen then?  (Matthew 25:31-33)

21.  What allows us to be confident and unashamed?

Closing Prayer:  Lord Jesus, although we sin every day, you speak to the Father in our defense.  Thank you, Lord for this.  Through your Spirit, give us confidence to speak to our neighbors, telling them how great is your love for all the world.  In your name we pray, Amen.
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1 John 3

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, though we often address you as 'Father' we don't often consider what a privilege this is.  We, who are sinful and rebellious, can come to you with requests just as a child asks his earthly father for the things he needs.  Thank you Lord, for making us your children.  Remind us each day to live in ways that show others that we are indeed your children, and heirs of eternal life.  Amen.

Read 1 John 3:1-3 

1.  What a wonderful truth is verse 1!  We are God's children!  Paul describes in Galatians that our being God's children is not natural, however.  Consider Galatians 3:22-25.  In what state do we begin our lives?

 2.  Then consider Galatians 4:4-7  What does Christ do?

3.  A slave must address his master as 'Lord', but how can we address our Master?  

4.  Of course, because of our sin, we cannot claim to be natural children of God, we are children by ______________________, but children none-the-less, and therefore have full rights, including looking forward to an _________________________________ (Galatians 4:7).

5.  In verse 2 we are told a mystery is still to come -- when Jesus appears, we shall be like ___________!

6.  Paul also writes about this in 1 Corinthians 15:50-54.  There we are told that in an instant we will all be changed, and our mortal bodies will become __________________________. (also Philippians 3:21)

7.  How do we understand the phrase "purifies himself," and how is v 3 related in thought to v 2.

8.  What is our motivation for living a pure life?  Is it to impress Jesus?  (See 1 Peter 2:12,15)

Read 1 John 3:4-10

9.  How do we understand verse 6?  After all, we all keep on sinning.

10.  Verse 6 can also be understood as writing against the Docetists, mentioned in our discussion of the last chapter.  As they did with Jesus, Docetists kept the physical part of Christians separate from the spiritual part.  They reasoned that sins done in the body were not significant as long as believers were 'spiritual' in their thinking.  John says 'no' to this idea.  God's children will avoid sinful behaviors.  Can we think of examples yet today of believers caught in this trap -- thinking they are God's children, yet living disobediently to his Will?

11.  Consider the last part of verse 8.  Jesus came to _______________________________________.  

Yet we see the devil working all around us today.  Didn't Jesus do a good enough job?  How has Jesus destroyed the devil's work?

12.  One way to answer the question above is to remember that the devil's name is Satan, and Satan means 'the accuser.'  Satan can no longer accuse us of sin.  Consider Romans 8:33-34.  There Paul assures us who are in Christ that there is no ____________________ against us.  Satan's accusations are nullified.

13.  Verse 9 seems to teach something contrary to our first-hand experience.  What do you think John means?

14.  And what does it mean that God's 'seed' is in someone who is a believer?  

15.  Notice how verse 10 divides all mankind into just two groups:  children of the _________________, and children of ___________________.  Notice also the importance of loving our neighbor.  John had already emphasized the importance of brotherly love in chapter 2, verse 9.  And John continues with this admonition by giving us some examples the next verses.  Read 3:11-15.
16.  Did Cain have any legitimate reason to murder his brother Abel?

17.  John says, in the same way, we can expect people of this world to hate us, for no legitimate reason.

What is true of a person's thinking, if he is not a believer?  (See Romans 8:6,7)

18.  Verse 14 echoes Jesus' words found in John 5:24.  We are all born ____________________.  Hearing the gospel and responding to it is truly crossing over from ___________________ to __________________.  John emphasizes the importance of showing brotherly love, saying anyone who does not love his brother, _______________________  in __________________.  And verse 15 reminds us of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21-22), where he equates ___________________ with ______________________.

Read 1 John 3:16-20

19.  We all know the example of love Jesus gave us -- he died for us.  John says that same love should be in us, and also a willingness to die for others.  But willingness to lay down our life for another means practicing certain behaviors when dying isn't called for.  What two responses does John give as examples of the proper attitude of love?

20.  A famous poem by Edgar Guest begins with the line “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day.”   What do you think he is talking about in his poem? 

21.  Verse 18 can also be stated by today's saying, "Don't just talk the talk, but ____________ the ____________!

22.  Consider verses 19 and 20.  What does John mean by saying, "we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us"?

The last half of verse 20 is a good verse to share with anyone having a guilty conscience over something bad they have done.

Read 1 John 3:21-24
23.  Verses 21 and 22 are talking about our attitude when we pray to God.  John's words urge us to have a clean _____________________ and have __________________________ as we ask him.  We have these as we ____________ what __________________________ him.  Notice how verse 23 summarizes obeying God's commands:  __________________________________ and _____________________________________________.

In verse 24, John writes that we can know Christ lives in us -- we know it "by his Spirit"?  What does this mean, after all, we cannot see the Spirit?  What can we see?  (Consider Galatians 5:22,23, for example)

Closing Prayer:    Lord God, our Savior:  You rescued us from death by giving us faith to believe and trust in you.  Keep us in that true faith forever.  In faith, motivate us to reach out to others, helping them with both their physical and their spiritual needs. In your Name we pray,  Amen.
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1 John 4

Opening Prayer:  O Holy Spirit, you have given us the truth of your Word. Help us test everything we hear on the basis of what you have revealed to us.  Keep us and our church from the many false teachings that are in the world.  Give us greater boldness to confess your Word in love to those who do not believe and to those who are weak.  We ask this in Jesus' saving name. Amen.

Read 1 John 4:1-3

1.  First of all, what is John speaking of when he says "test the spirits?"  Who/What are the spirits?

2.  In industry, manufactured products must be tested before they are sold.  What essential item must exist in order for the outcome of a test to have meaning?

3.  What is the essential item needed to 'test the spirits whether they are from God'?

4.  It is the clear Word of God that has the power to bring people across from the death they were born into, to the light of knowing the truth in Christ.  (See John 5:24-25)  So it is Satan's mission to distort the clear Word of God with strange ideas.  So today, we see many different ideas taught as the gospel truth.

When Paul writes to Pastor Timothy, he commands him to not let certain men teach doctrines that promote controversies.  But the truth will advance ______________   ________________ , which is __________  ________________  (1 Timothy 1:3-4) .   We have already mentioned the false ideas of Cerinthus, who taught that the 'Christ' was something different from the man Jesus.  (Their idea was that Christ came upon Jesus the man at his baptism, and was separated from him just before the Crucifixion.)  What does John write to clearly state that this is not the teaching of the apostles?

5.  Would you say this is the only criterion to distinguish truth from error?

6.  What are things we can do to truly "test the spirits" that have gone out into the world?

7.  What did the Bereans do, that showed they understood what every believer should do when someone brings them a message supposedly from God?  (Acts 17:11)

Read 1 John 4:4-6

8.  John says that 'You, dear children' have overcome the false teachers.  How?  Who gets the credit?

9.  Who are the two 'ones'  being talked about in verse 4?

10.  Name some ways today's 'viewpoint of the world' is different from our Christian viewpoint?

11.  What do we have that helps us recognize the spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood?

12.  Among many Christians today is the idea that there are essential doctrines of our faith, and there are also doctrines that don't matter as much.  But what did Jesus teach we should do as we make new disciples?  Matthew 28:19-20

Read 1 John 4:7-12

13.  How do Jesus' words in John 15:1-5 help us understand these verses?

14.  John emphasizes the importance of showing love.  He goes so far as to say if we do not show love to others, we really do not _______________  ______________.

15.  The section also tells us the ultimate expression of love, which is: 

 (see also Romans 5:8)

16.  What would you say is the most essential result of Jesus' dying for us?

17.  Verse 12 has two parts, connected by the phrase "but if we love another".  What is the logic that connects the two parts of this verse?

18.  How is verse 12 an answer to a skeptic who says "I can't believe in a god, there is no evidence that god exists."

19.  Verses 1-6 were about false teachers.  Verses 7 to 21 are about showing love -- first God showing love to us, then we showing love to our neighbor.  How are 1-6 connected to 7-21?

Read 1 John 4:13-21
19.  Here, like in 3:24, John says we know we are in him because he 'has given us his Spirit.'  But the Spirit is invisible.  How do we know we have his Spirit?

20.  Verse 14 is another statement that the testimony of John should be believed over other, false teachers.  Why?  What is more reliable about John's statements about Jesus?

21.  What about verse 15?  Is this all that is necessary to be a Christian?  To acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God?  How do we understand this verse?

22.  What would you say is the most important part of God's love for us, the part that we rely on?

23.  Verse 17 says God's love is "made complete" when we live in love.  God also lives in us and we in him.  Just what does this mean?

24.  Verse 18 gives us the end result of God's perfect love for us -- it drives out __________________.

25.  What kinds of fears are driven out by God's love?  How?

Closing Prayer:  Lord God our Father, we live in a society where there are many false ideas about who you are and how we should live.  Speak to us through your Word so that we have the boldness to share the Truth with our neighbors, that they may indeed see you, living in us, and come to faith in you.  In Jesus we pray, Amen.
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1 John 5

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we live in an evil world, and we need help fighting off the temptations of Satan.  Be with us as we live our lives for you.  Help us find our true strength in you as you come to us in your Word.  Amen.

Read 1 John 5:1-5
1.  If someone asked you "How do you know you are born again?", how would you respond, or what evidence could you show them?

2.  What do you think:  Which of the commands of God would John especially have in mind in the context of verse 2?  (perhaps Deuteronomy 15:11, James 1:27, or Galatians 2:10)

3.  Are there commands of God that sometimes feel burdensome to us?  What might they be?

4.  Brainstorm:  How do God's children 'overcome the world?'

5.  Specifically, how do we overcome the world when:


a.  a friend double-crosses us, or spreads rumors about us


b.  we have a job that does not pay very much


c.  we have a job that pays us much more than we need


d.  we get a medical condition that becomes a real hindrance to normal activity

Read 1 John 5:6-8

6.  How do we understand the phrase that Jesus came 'by water and blood?'  What is John referring to?  Many scholars assume John is talking about the beginning and ending of Jesus' ministry.  Explain.

With this understanding, John would be saying Jesus is the Son of God at his baptism, and at his death.  This is another statement against the idea of the Docetists.

7.  Then John adds a third testimony to the coming of Jesus Christ -- the Spirit.  Reading the gospels, we see that the Holy Spirit was a constant part of the life and ministry of Jesus:

Luke 1:35


Luke 3:22


Luke 4:1

Luke 4:18,21


Matthew 12:28


Romans 8:11

And of course, even today:  John 15:26,27

This is probably what John is stating by saying the water, the blood, and the Spirit all testify that Jesus is the Christ.

9.  Mention could be made of the NIV footnote on verses 7 and 8.  Apparently, in the 400's a scribe added the note between 7 and 8, making a comparison to the Trinity.  And this note made it into the Vulgate, the official translation of the Catholic Church.  But it was not found in any Greek New Testament until in the early 1500's when the scholar Erasmus was pressured to add it into his new Greek New Testament.  Martin Luther did not include the words in his German translation.  Neither do any modern translations.
Read 1 John 5:9-12

10.  Regarding "man's testimony."  Lots of people say lots of things about Jesus.  What does this passage say about listening to what people say about Jesus?

11.  What three very important points of doctrine are listed in verses 11 & 12?


a.


b.


c.

Read 1 John 5:13-15

12.  How certain does God want us to be about eternal life?  Why?

13.  What is the crucial disclaimer about asking anything of God? (see also John 14:13)

14.  But when we read 2 Corinthians 12:7-9, we read that Paul prayed many times for something, and did not receive what he asked for?  Why not?

15.  What are three reasons under our control that may lead God to not answer our prayers?


a.  James 1:6,7


b.  Psalm 66:18


c.  1 Peter 3:7

16.  What are the three things we can know which are listed in verses 13 to 15?

Read 1 John 5:16-17

17.  First of all, do you think John means physical death, or spiritual death, when he uses the term death in this section?  Why?

18.  Should we use this section to tell ourselves that there are some kinds of sins we don't have to worry about?

19.  Many scholars think this section is another warning against the heresy of the Docetists, who had the idea that they could live immorally and yet be right with God.   But this attitude is the 'sin that leads to death.'  

Read 1 John 5:18-21

20.  At first reading, verse 18 almost looks like it could mean that really spiritual Christians can get to the point where they will stop sinning.  But this would contradict other passages that say sin is always with us -- including 1 John 1:10.  A more consistent understanding is that when we are born of God, we will flee the lifestyles that keep us trapped in sin.  Our behavior will change and we will not continue in the sins we once were in.  Verse 20 is also significant as John states the truth compared to the teachings of the Docetists.  Who does John say gives us understanding?  What is true?

Closing Prayer:  Lord Jesus, we are your ambassadors in this life.  We carry the only message that this sin-sick world needs.  Strengthen us, that we may be effective as we bring this message to others.  Amen.
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2 John & 3 John

Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we conclude our study of the letters of your apostle John, help us to get a glimpse into what the early church was like, and how they dealt with the problems of that day.  Send your Spirit to teach us how we can apply this message to ourselves and to our congregation.  In Jesus we pray, Amen.
Today's study is on the two shortest books of the Bible.  Each of these letters follow the standard format of letters of that day:  1) the author identifies himself  2) the recipient is identified  3) the message of the letter is shared.  If you remember, 1 John was the exception to this rule, but the letters from Paul, Peter, and James in the New Testament all follow this pattern.  

Although the writer of these letters does not identify himself, something he also did not do in his gospel, it is obvious from the style of writing that this is John.  He is the "elder" or "old man" that everyone knows about, the last of the original 12 apostles still alive.

Read 2 John 1-3

1.  John writes this second letter to "the chosen lady", which probably is a metaphor for a congregation of Christians dear to John's heart, probably the congregation in Ephesus.  Paul, in his letters, also referred to believers in feminine terms -- the bride of Christ himself (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:26,27).  These verses set the tone for the letter, which means John is very concerned about the ________________.

2.  How long will Truth be with us?  Matthew 24:35

3.  Verse 3 tells us that when God's grace, mercy and peace come to us through Jesus, these produce in us not only truth but also love.  Truth refers to what we believe, love refers to how we ___________.
4.  Truth and love go together. What would a Christian who has truth but not love look like?

5.  What would a Christian who has love but not truth look like?

Read 2 John 4-6

6.  What is a little strange about the wording of verse 4?

7.  Do we rejoice that we don't find all of the members of Grace walking in truth, just some?

8.  What does this show us about John's experience and wisdom in this matter?

9.  John understands that showing love to others is a command "from the beginning."  What beginning is he probably referring to?

Read 2 John 7-8

10.  From our study of 1 John, we recognize that John is still warning about a particular false teaching.  What did these teachers teach about Jesus?

11.  Verse 8 reminds us that Satan is alive and well and working to destroy what God is making in us.  What are things we can do to "watch out" for his deceiving schemes?

Read 2 John 9-11

12.  In verse 9, John reveals the most common characteristic of a false teacher.  He _______________  ________________ in his teaching.  Paul had a rule in the churches he planted, teachers were not to go __________________ what was ______________________ in the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 4:6).

13.  These words also give us an idea of how God's Word was spread in days when persecution was common and people met in homes in secret.  Preachers would visit homes of Christians and bring a message.  Inns of that day had a reputation of being places of sin, so a itinerant preacher would not want to lodge there, but would be invited by his hearers to lodge with them for a night.  John gives us the best way to deal with false teachers -- don't ________________________ them in!  In our free society, false teachers operate differently.  They can come into our homes through the airwaves.  How would we apply these words to TV preachers?

14.  Sometimes seminaries accept liberal ideas which deny basic truths of Scripture.  False teachings creep into seminaries more easily than churches.  Here are some possible reactions from members:


"I don't care what happens at our denomination's seminary, our congregation is fine."


"I know our new pastor has some different ideas, but I know what I believe.  This is where I was 


baptized and married, this is my church."

What is wrong with this type of thinking?

15.  Whose responsibility is it to ensure that a congregation continues to get pastors who preach and teach the Word correctly, and who have a heart to serve others, not themselves?

Read 3 John 1-4

16.  This letter is written to a personal friend of John's.  Once again we see John's concern for ____________.

Read 3 John 5-8

17.  The previous letter warned against supporting false teachers.  Verse 5 here mentions 'brothers', who are 'strangers to you.'  From the description, what must these brothers be?

18.  Many churches sponsor a missionary in a foreign land.  How do we at Grace support missionaries?

19.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a congregation sponsor a particular missionary, versus sending our offerings to a central location (WELS missions) and letting them distribute the money?

Read 3 John 9-14

20.  Verse 9 makes us wonder if John had written a previous letter, now lost, about a strong personality in Gaius' church, named Diotrephes, who was not acting in love.  What two things does it appear he is doing when missionaries come to members of Gaius' congregation?

21.  John then mentions by name a person, Demetrius, whose message he trusts.  Hopefully when Demetrius comes, Gaius and others will welcome him and offer him lodging.  What does Jesus say about our generosity when we assist one of those God has sent to bring the Good News to others?  Matthew 25:37-40; Matthew 10:40.

Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help us distinguish truth from error.  Give us a spirit of discernment, that we follow what is right, and reject what is wrong.  Move us to support missionaries around the world who will bring a clear message of your love and forgiveness to others.  Strengthen our synod, and keep us steadfast in your Word.  In Jesus we pray, Amen.

