King David wrote Psalm 22 about 1000 years before Jesus lived and taught.  Yet this psalm gives us an eye-witness account of what happened to Jesus in his final hours.  As you read these words, you feel the emotions of Jesus as he hung on the cross for us.  Here are comments about a few of the verses of this psalm.
My God, My God, why have you forsaken me, why are you so far from saving me?  (v 1)
These are the words Jesus cried out when he was alone on the cross (Matt 27:46), as his Father abandoned him for a while to let him suffer the torments of hell in our place.

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One, you are the praise of Israel. (v 3)
Even though Jesus was abandoned by his Father, he still praises him as the Holy One.  God’s people, too, hold him in praise, even when things are not going as they wish.
In you our fathers placed their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  They cried to you and were saved.  (vv 4,5)
Jesus assures himself that his Father is still with him, even on the cross.  God is always with his people, regardless of how circumstances may outwardly look.
All who see me mock me, they hurl insults, shaking their heads:  “He trusts in the Lord, let the Lord rescue him.”  (vv 7,8)
This is the scene Jesus saw as he hung on the cross.  Those gathered around him were poking fun of him, mocking his claims to be the Son of God.

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.   My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. (v 14)
With these words Jesus expresses the pain he feels while hanging on the cross.  Make no mistake, Jesus felt the pain that comes with this terrible way to die.  This is the pain that should have been ours, because it was for our sins that Jesus was left to die on the cross.
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and feet.  (v16) 
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Just as dogs hunt down and surround an animal, so Jesus was hunted down and surrounded by the Roman soldiers.  They pierced his hands and feet with large iron nails as they fastened him to the cross to die.
They divide my garments among them, and cast lots for my clothing. (v 18)
Can anyone read this and not see the hand of God in these words?  One thousand years before it happened, this psalm says that Jesus’ hands and feet would be pierced, his garments divided up, and even his seamless tunic would be gambled away.  This is exactly how it happened.
But you, O Lord, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me.  Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.  (vv 19,20)
Jesus prays with confidence that his heavenly Father will come quickly to help him.  And the Father did, Jesus hung only about 6 hours on the cross until he was rescued by dying and returned to his Father in heaven.
I will declare your name to my brothers, in the congregation I will praise you.  (v22)
The tone of the prophecy now shifts.  No longer is the speaker alone and abandoned.  Instead he is in the congregation, declaring God’s name to his brothers.  No longer is he hanging on the cross.  This prophetic psalm also speaks about the resurrection of Jesus.

He has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him, but has listened to his cry for help.  (v24)
God the Father did not hide his face from Jesus, but brought him back to life on that first Easter morning.  God listens to us too, when we cry to him, and answers our prayers in ways that are best for us.

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him. (v 27)
The message of the Crucifixion has convinced many in every part of the earth that we have a loving God, who, although truly angry with the sins of mankind, has dealt with our sin in a way that still allows us to be saved.  He has punished his Son Jesus – with death and with the torments of hell on the cross – so that we can enjoy the joys of heaven forever with him.
Many people in our society today tell themselves that they would believe in God – if only they had some proof that he is real. This prophecy is one of the ways God has given us this proof.  Psalm 22 is only one of over 100 passages in the Old Testament which make predictions about the life of Jesus.  When Jesus walked the earth, he fulfilled every one.  

The message of the New Testament is that our sins keep us out of heaven, no matter how many good deeds we might try to do.  Only the perfect life of Jesus can get us to heaven.  By trusting what Jesus did -- living without sin, and accepting death as a punishment for our sins – we are made acceptable for heaven.  This is the only way we can avoid the punishment of hell.  

If you would like to hear more about this wonderful message, we have prepared a booklet which explains this prophecy in greater detail.  Call or email us using the information below.  Or visit us Sundays at 7:30 or 10:00 a.m. for worship, 8:45 for Bible study.  During Lent we worship Wednesdays at 3:45 and 6:30, instead of our normal Monday worship at 6:30 p.m.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus
A fulfillment of prophecy
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Most people know the basics of the crucifixion of Jesus.  He is put on trial by the Jewish authorities, condemned and put to death by the Roman government.  All because he claimed to be the Son of God.

What many people do not realize is that this event was also described in great detail 1000 years before it happened.  Are you looking for proof that the Bible is true?  Here is a prophecy that can refer to no one other than Jesus, a prophecy about the most important event that ever happened.  Let’s take a moment and look at Psalm 22, the psalm which describes the crucifixion of Jesus.
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