As you make preparations for Christmas, take a few moments to reflect on the love God has for this rebellious planet, summed up by these words:
“for God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes on him shall not perish, but have eternal life”  … “whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already” 

Jn 3:16,18
We invite you to come hear this wonderful message – God loves us, and has saved us through the life and death of Jesus.  It is the main message of the Bible.  It is heard each week at St Peter’s Lutheran Church in Mishicot.
Christmas Worship Times:

Dec 18, 9:00 am Children’s presentation
Dec 24, 9:00 pm Candle light worship

Dec 25, 9:00 am Christmas celebration
Regular worship times:
 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays,
 6:30 pm Mondays.
Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

http://mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
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Christmas: The story of the baby who changed the world.
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It’s that time of year again – when we celebrate the birth of a baby born two thousand years ago:
We decorate our homes with lights.

We put a tree in our living room.
We buy gifts for our relatives.

We send cards to our friends.
We have office parties.

We take time to visit those people who mean the most to us.
But, do we also take the time to think about who Jesus really is?
Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah received a vision of his birth and described Jesus with these words:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.   And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”   Isaiah 9:6
What do these words mean?  Let’s take a moment and discuss each section:
“the government will be on his shoulders”
Jesus is a ruler, a king.  But his rule is different. When Jesus came to earth, he refused to be like earthly rulers who live in splendor.  He was born and lived in the poorest of conditions.  
He once rode into town as a king, not on a fancy horse, but on a young donkey.
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When asked if indeed he was a king, He said “my kingdom is not of this world.”  (Jn 18:36) and explained: “where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them.”  (Matt 18:20)   Jesus then, is the ruler of a spiritual kingdom, not an earthly kingdom.  His subjects are those who believe in him. 
“he will be called Wonderful Counselor”
Jesus counsels his people as they read and hear and reflect on his words, the Bible.  God’s Word is truth (Jn 17:17).     In this world of uncertainty, millions of people find sure hope and answers to life’s questions by reading the Bible.

“[he will be called] Mighty God”
Unlike any other religion, Christianity teaches that its God has come to earth to solve our problems.  Our biggest problem is sin, that is, our rebellion against our God.  Jesus solved this by taking sin’s punishment – death.  Yes, the Mighty God died on the cross for us.
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“[he will be called] Everlasting Father”
Although all people are born as enemies of God, the Bible says that all who trust what Jesus has done are adopted into his family.  We become his children through faith in him.  He is truly our Everlasting Father.  

“[he will be called the] Prince of Peace”
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At Christmastime, many people talk about ‘peace on earth’ and ‘goodwill among men.’  But the peace that Jesus brings is the kind we really need – peace between us and God.  We have all offended God by our behavior, and any changes we might make in our lifestyle will not be enough to get us back into good standing before God.  Jesus came to make peace between God and mankind.  He lived the perfect life we cannot live.  His perfect life is like a covering over our sinful lives.  It is a “righteousness from God” that saves us (Rom 1:17), not good works that we try to do for God.
