How does Jesus draw us to himself?
As we read and hear the Word of God, the Bible, Jesus speaks to us.  He tells us that he loves us, in spite of all the many ways we have let him down by our behavior.  He tells us that all is forgiven, he has paid the price for our disobedience.
We invite you to come hear this wonderful message of comfort.  It is the main message of the Bible.  It is heard each week at St Peter’s Lutheran Church in Mishicot.
St Peter’s Lutheran Church
325 Randolph

Mishicot, WI 54228
Christmas Worship Times:

Worship 7:30 am and 10:00 am Sundays, 6:30 pm Mondays.  Family Bible hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Robert Johannes, pastor

stpetersoffice@yahoo.com

www.mishicot-stpeter.org
920.755.4555
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Christmas:  Predictions Fulfilled!
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It’s that time of year again – you know what I’m talking about – the time of the year when grocery store tabloids make predictions for the new year.  Everyone wants to know the future, to know what lies ahead in their lives.
But inquiring minds ask:  Do any of these predictions ever come true?
God knows that people are skeptical, people want proof, instead of blind faith.  So he made predictions about Jesus hundreds of years before he was born, and made sure the predictions came true.  Consider the following:
“But you Bethlehem, Ephratha, … out of you will come for me one who will be ruler of Israel.”  Micah 5:2

Or consider this:

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob … I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”  Isaiah 49:6
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These predictions were made 700 years before Jesus lived.   Who else but Jesus was born in Bethlehem and brought salvation to all the earth?
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah predicted that Jesus would be born miraculously when he wrote:
“The virgin will be with child and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  Is 7:14
And that Jesus would be God himself come to earth as a man:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, … and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Is 9:6
[image: image4.jpg]



Today, people make big money by making predictions for the coming new year and printing them in grocery aisle tabloids.  But almost none of the predictions come true!

Other people write books about how the world will end and make millions of dollars, but the dates they predict come and go, and prove them false.

But the predictions from the Bible have never been shown to be false.

The baby in the manger we sing about at Christmas time grew up to be the greatest teacher the earth has ever seen, and he said of himself:

“When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself.”  John 12:32
Jesus was ‘lifted up,’ when he was put on a cross to die.
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And now he is drawing each of us to himself, asking us to trust that what he did for us was nothing less than taking the punishment in our place for the sinful and imperfect lives we live before God.
Think about these words from the Bible.  This message truly is something to be thankful for.  
