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A Message to a Prosperous Nation 

Amos  -- Chapters 1 & 2
1:1
A concise summary of all the Old Testament kings is found at http://www.ldolphin.org/kings.html.  Using this or another Old Testament time line, find the kings mentioned in verse 1, and tell an approximate time Amos lived.






_______________ B.C.

The nation of Israel at this time is not comprised of the entire 12 tribes of Jacob.  Jeroboam I had rebelled against Solomon at the end of his reign, and had led the 10 northern tribes to form a new nation.  This happened in about ___________ BC, or ___________ years before Amos.  
The conquest of Israel by Assyria, which brought the nation to an end, is dated at 722 BC.  Therefore, the time of this prophecy is about ________ years before Israel (the northern kingdom) is conquered and taken away. 

(This puts Amos about 20 years after Jonah went to Nineveh to preach to the Assyrians, and about 20 years before Hosea gave the final warning to Israel to repent.)

From God’s point of view, the kingdom of Israel is considered illegitimate, since God wanted kings of his people to be descended from the tribe of ________________ (Genesis 49:10), but Jeroboam I was of the tribe of ___________________ (1 Kings 11:26).  How many of the kings of Israel are considered to be God-fearing kings?
A question we might have in the back of our minds as we read Amos, is not “Why would God destroy his people?” but “Why would God wait so long before destroying his rebellious people?”  After all, he told them through Moses (Deuteronomy 28) that he would uproot them from the land if they did not stay faithful to him.  Why is God so slow to react to evil?
Since Tekoa is about 17 miles south of Jerusalem, Amos is from Judah, the southern kingdom. Yet Amos is sent to proclaim to Israel, the northern kingdom.  Do you have any ideas why God would send a prophet from Judah to preach to the people of Israel?  (Would there be any advantage to having a foreigner deliver this message?)
The earthquake is probably the same one mentioned in Zechariah 14:5, but it cannot be precisely dated.  It must have had widespread damage, for Zechariah to refer to it 240 years later in a way that shows he understood most people were aware of it.  Are natural disasters like earthquakes just random events, or does God have a purpose for such disasters?  (We will explore the answer to this question in our discussion of chapters 3 and 4.)
What are we told about Amos which is unusual for a prophet?

When we think of the types of people God uses to get his message across, we may think of Moses or Paul, both of whom were highly educated and qualified to speak to large groups of people.  What might we conclude from God’s choice of Amos to speak for him?

1:2
Assuming this verse is a summary of what this prophecy is about, what kind of message will Amos be bringing from God?
Before we discuss the message of Amos, it would be proper to point out one aspect of this book.  When Amos delivers his message, he uses the name Yahweh (LORD) for God.  What aspect of God are we reminded of whenever this name for God is used?

God gave Moses a mini-sermon on his name Yahweh in Exodus 34:5-7.   What are the two sides to the meaning of God’s Name?
1:3 to 2:3
Amos mentions the judgment coming on six nations surrounding Israel.  The formula  “for three … for four” is a literary way to make emphasis. (see Proverbs 30 for another ex.) 
Divide into groups, each group taking a country or two.  Discuss in your group two topics: 
a) what each nation did to deserve God’s judgment, and 
b) what would be a modern-day example of the same kind of sin.  
Then share with all of us:
 Damascus – capital of the Arameans

Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron – important cities of the Philistines

Tyre – most important city of the Phoenicians, 

Edom – descended from Esau.  Teman and Bozrah are its cities

Ammon, Rabbah – cities of the Ammonites, descendants of Lot
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How would the Israelites probably react to news that their enemies would face judgment from God?

2:4,5
Judgment on Judah, God’s people.  Being the seventh judgment, Israel may have thought that Judah would be the last one mentioned, and that they were o.k. While the other nations will be judged for their crimes against humanity, what will Judah be judged for?
The heathen nations surrounding Israel had only a basic sense of right and wrong which God writes on the hearts of all people.  But Judah had the revealed word of God, summarized in the 10 Commandments.  How do these passages speak to Judah and to us today:
Romans 2:11-13

Matthew 7:24

2:6 – 2:16
Why do you suppose the prophecy against Israel is the longest prophecy in this section?

Why is it the final prophecy of this list?

How does Luke 12:48 fit in with this section, and what application can we make to us?

2:6
What did God command regarding the needy?  Deuteronomy 15:11

2:7b
Probably a prostitute

2:8
What did God command regarding taking a cloak as collateral?  Exodus 22:26-27
2:11
A person taking the vow of a Nazirite observed a period of dedication to God by separating himself from three things.  Can you name them without looking up Numbers 6:1-12?
2:9-11
With these words, what is God reminding Israel about his actions toward them in the past? 
2:12
How had Israel treated those who were to care for them spiritually?
From a worldly point of view, whose sins look worse, Israel’s or the pagan nations’?

Would you say God was now planning to destroy the nation because of the behavior of its government, or because of the behavior of its people?  Defend your answer.
What does Jesus call his faithful people living in an evil society?  (Matthew 5:13-16)

2:13-16
How did God fulfill this prophecy?  See 2 Kings 18:11-12
Apply:
We can look at the sins of the nations mentioned in 1:3 to 2:3, and possibly (or probably) say we are not doing those things.  But what about 2:4 to 2:12?  In which ways are we guilty of the sins mentioned against Judah and Israel?
Discussion question:  If Amos were to preach to the visible Christian church today, what might he say that corresponds to:


 2:4

2:7


2:9-11

2:12

Does God mete out his judgments on unfaithful people today in the same way he did in Old Testament times?  Defend your answer
When we consider laws our country’s government has passed in recent years, laws which are contrary to God’s will, would you say this places our country on God’s list for future destruction?  Defend your answer.

Group Discussion:  Brainstorm ways we Christians can be the salt and light God wants us to be in this evil society we find ourselves in:
Amos – Chapter 3

3:1,2
Israel considered itself the nation God had chosen, and probably assumed it deserved special treatment.  What special treatment does God have in mind?  

How does this fit in with what God says in Hebrews 12:6 and Deuteronomy 8:5?

God would have no business disciplining pagan nations, they weren’t his people.  Just like a parent does not spank the neighbor’s kids, but his own.  The destruction which came to surrounding nations as described in chapter 1 is better described as vengeance, rather than discipline.  What is the difference?
3:3-6
Examples of one thing resulting in another thing.  In other words, it is common knowledge that there is a __________________ for everything that happens.
3:6
Do you believe the last words of this verse?  After all, when a disaster occurs anywhere on earth, do we say God has caused it?  Why or why not?

3:7
So also here.  God has told his people that disaster will follow infidelity.  Consider the following scriptures.  What calamity does God promise to those who turn away from him?

Deuteronomy 8:19,20

Deuteronomy 28:58-62
So, when a calamity comes to us, whether it touches our health, or our wealth, or our relationships with other people, or something else, should we consider this as discipline from God?  Why, or why not?

What comfort is found in this verse, especially as concerning believers?

So, where should we flee to, where should we look for guidance, when times are rough?

3:8
The lion is roaring – look back to verse 4 – what does this mean?
3:9-11
Egypt and Philistia are called to witness what will happen to Israel because of their sin.  
Why would God want foreign nations to witness what he will do to his own people?
3:12
This verse is understood by considering Exodus 22:13.  Why would a shepherd risk taking a few leg bones from a lion who was eating a sheep under his care?

So, what do you think this verse means?
Damascus was not a Jewish city, yet some Jews must have homes there.  What type of Jew might have a home in Damascus, and why?

3:14
Bethel was one city where the Northern Kingdom worshipped.  This had been since the earliest days of the divided kingdom – 1 Kings 12:25-33

But what had been God’s command from the start?  Deuteronomy 12:1-7

In your Bibles next to the phrase “horns of the altar” write “1 Kings 1:49-53”  What does it mean that the horns of the altar will be cut off?

3:15
What must be true of the people of Israel at this time, if these things are mentioned?

Apply

How does the principle Jesus expressed in Luke 12:47-48 apply to Christians?

Many of the ways mentioned in verses 6-11 that God used are today called natural disasters, or ‘acts of God’.  Discuss common explanations used today that keep us from seeing God working judgment on people, when in fact he is.

Group Discussion:  God’s people for the past 2000 years are those who claim Jesus as their Savior.  Can you think of examples in history of how Amos Chapter 3 has repeated itself as God judged nations that once had the true faith, but lost their faith in Jesus?  Or are actions like this from God only for the Old Testament?
Amos – Chapter 4
4:1
What does Amos compare the Israelite women to, and is this an insult or a compliment?

What sin of theirs is mentioned?
4:2,3
Their fate when Assyria conquers them.

4:4
Is God really telling them to go and sin?  
If not, what is he saying?

Does anyone know what is special about Bethel and Gilgal that these cities became alternate places of worship?  (see Genesis 35:1-15, Joshua 4:20-24)

But what had Jeroboam I done at Bethel?  (2 Kings 10:29)

Review:  Why is going to these cities to sacrifice a sin?  (See Deuteronomy 12:1-7)
4:5
Why is burning leavened bread considered wrong?  see Leviticus 6:17; 7:12?


Are there actions in the lives of Christians today that equally disregard God’s commands to us?

4:6-11
God tried in many ways to get the people to turn to worship him.  
Group Discussion:  
1)  What does each of these ways have in common?


2)  What might the people have thought about these ways which prevented them from seeing his attempt at getting them to return to him?
What is the New Testament word for what God was trying to get his people to do in these verses?

4:12
The summary of this chapter.  It could be said that in the descriptions of vv 6-11, the Israelites had already met their God through the troubles he inflicted on them.  How do you think this next meeting will be different?
4:13
Why would God end this section with a reminder that he is their Creator?
Apply

In this chapter, God uses hardships to bring his straying people closer to him. Do you think God deals with us in similar ways today?

Give some examples of how God might work in similar ways today to get people to come back to him?

Israel was judged because she was not listening to her God.  But we know, it is not just unfaithful and self-centered people who experience troubles.  What reasons could God have for the times when he strikes his believers who do listen with hard times?
Group Discussion:  What things has God done in your life (or in the lives of people you personally know) to bring you back to him when you were drifting?

Amos -- Chapter 5
5:1
A lament is a type of song reserved for funerals or very sad occasions.  

5:2
After all the sins that have been listed in previous chapters, how can God call Israel a virgin?
5:3
What will happen if Israel raises an army to defend itself?
What is the word that describes what happens to the armies that battle the Assyrian army?

Group Discussion:  Read 5:4 to 5:15.  Jot down on the left phrases with indicate the way Israelites are living.  Write on the right how God would want them to live.



5:4
God uses the phrase “seek me.”  What does this mean?  Are these words written only for unbelievers?        Read Isaiah 55:6,7  What does God mention as being a part of seeking him?

5:5
Bethel and Gilgal were mentioned in Amos 4:4.  What happened at those cities?

It is assumed that shrines had been built at those cities and Beersheba.  These were cities where Israelites made religious pilgrimages to.  But it was idols that they worshipped there, not God.
5:6
Three times (v4, v6, v14) Israel is told to seek the Lord and they will ________________.  So, even though God proclaims judgment on the nation, there is hope for those who ________________.  Who are meant by the ‘house of Joseph’?
5:7-12
A list of the sins of the nation of Israel.  Verses 8 & 9 are parenthetical.  First, just consider 7,10-12.  What type of sin is being mentioned that is bringing this destruction upon them?
What examples from our society today might serve as parallels to what God is condemning in these words?

5:8,9
These verses are similar to 4:13.  How is God assuring them that he is not making an empty threat?
5:13-15
Notice that God does not offer only punishment to the people.  Which type of person will live, even though the nation will be destroyed?
Amos uses the word ‘remnant’ to describe individuals who seek the Lord at this time.  Though the nation is destroyed, individuals who are faithful will be saved.  Isaiah brought the same promise in Isaiah 10:20-23.
5:16-17
The same verb is used in v17 as in Exodus 12:12.  So God is telling them that what is coming is similar to the ________________________.
5:18-20
The phrase ‘Day of the Lord’ is used with multiple meanings.  But it always means the promised day when God acts.  This could be a day of destruction, a day when God gives victory, the Messiah’s New Testament era, or the Day of Judgment at the end of the world.  
Which meaning do you suppose most Israelites thought of when they heard this phrase?  (In a context other than the message Amos is bringing)
Which meaning is meant here?

Israel’s ‘Day of the Lord’ will not be something to look forward to.  It will be like a nightmare, which gets worse and worse.

As Christians, we have a Day of the Lord that is coming also.  How will that Day be different for us than for the nation of Israel?  Luke 21:25-28

How will it be similar?

5:21-24
Their worship was just external, and not acceptable to the Lord.  Which two things is God looking for from his people?  _____________________ and _____________________

Similar words were spoken through Isaiah (1:11-17).  What does Isaiah say is the way to avoid God’s wrath?
Read Samuel’s words to Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22-23.  What does God want from us most of all?

How can we today avoid falling into the same rut Israel fell into?  How can we know that our sacrifices are acceptable to God?  (Psalm 51:16-17)
5:25-27
God does not need their sacrifices.  They have been worshipping the stars and their idols, instead of the true God.  Therefore they are going into exile.
Apply

Discuss the words of this chapter in groups of two or three.  Then come up with three ways we can apply the words of this chapter to our lives.
In the Old Testament, God gave laws as to where and how his people were to worship him.   Jesus’ work has set us free of those laws.  What is God looking for in our worship today?


John 4:23-24

Psalm 51:17

Romans 12:1,2

There is a saying that goes “Worship is life, and life is worship.”  What does this mean to you?

Amos -- Chapter 6
6:1
What is the meaning of ‘Zion’?  

Samaria, built on a hill, is the capital of the Northern Kingdom.
So which people are being addressed in  vv 1-7?  

Read 6:1 to 6:7.  As before, jot down on the left how the Israelites are living.  Write on the right how God would want them to live.



6:1
Why do you think these people were complacent and felt secure?
6:2
Calneh, Hamath and Gath were once prosperous foreign cities.  But each of them had once been conquered and broken down by Israel or Judah.  What had happened to them could happen to Israel. 
6:3
The leaders of Israel brushed off the words of the prophets, not heeding their warnings.


Compare how we today brush off the words of Jesus that he will return at any time.

6:4-7
A description of their luxurious life.  But did all these material blessings lead the people to praise and honor the God who brought them the blessings?
6:6
What do you think is meant by the ‘ruin of Joseph’?  In what sense is it ruined?
What did Jesus say, recorded in Luke 18:24-25, helps us understand Israel’s ruin?

In our country today, most of us experience a great amount of material blessings.  In which ways is our response to our blessings different from Israel’s?
In which ways is our response very similar?

6:8-10
God hates the pride of the people.  So many will die they will burn the bodies instead of burying them.  And people will not speak God’s name, they will be so afraid.

6:11
Perhaps the ‘great house’ and the ‘small house’ are the winter and summer homes that people have, as mentioned in 3:15, or perhaps the houses of the rich and the houses of the poor alike will be destroyed.
6:12
This verse may be based on a well-known proverb.  In what way is Israel like the foolish farmer in the first half of the verse?

Often, when God speaks of the things he has done for his people, he uses the terms justice and righteousness.  God established his people in this land, but they have turned what he has done into ____________________________ and ___________________________.  How have they done this?
6:13
Amos uses word-play in this verse.  Prior to the delivery of this oracle, Lo-Debar and Karnaim had been recaptured by Jereboam II from the Arameans in a campaign blessed by God (2 Kings 14:25-28 ). Israel had taken the victory as an indication of its own strength and greatness, forgetting that God had brought them the victory. Amos took the consonants of the name Lo-Debar and added new vowels to make the name read “a thing of nought.” Amos was reminding Israel that its true strength and greatness lie not in their military achievements but in God who had blessed their efforts; Amos was calling the Israelites back to faith in this God.

According to vv 8, 11, and 14, who is the cause of all the destruction Israel will experience at the hands of the Assyrians?               What should this lead Israel to do?
Apply:
Group Discussion:  One of the characteristics of Israel at this time was its smugness and complacency.  It was a prosperous time, Israel had recently regained some territory from the Arameans that earlier God had allowed to be taken from them (2 Kings 10:32-33).  Think of the people of the US who lived through World War 2, list some traits that would describe their thinking in the early years after the war ended:
The ‘Baby Boomers’ were the first generation after WW2.  They made known their view of life starting in the later 1960’s.  List some traits of Baby Boomers that would describe their thinking compared to the previous generation:
Since then, two more generations have grown up in times of great economic blessings.  List some traits of Millennials that describe their thinking today:
How well has our society done in staying thankful to our God, the source of our blessings?

We in the WELS can point to many blessings God has given us.  Here in Manitowoc, we have churches which offer a variety of ways adults can grow in their faith.  We have a healthy, thriving Christian education system.  We can afford building projects when needed.  Is there any aspect of ministry we are neglecting?

How can we keep the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 at the forefront in the way operate in our local congregation(s)?     

Amos -- Chapter 7
Beginning with this chapter, Amos presents visions from the Lord regarding the future of his people.  

7:1-3
The Vision of the Locusts 
The king’s share – it was common for taxes to be levied according to the first crop only.  The second crop was entirely for the farmer.
7:4-6
The Vision of the Fire 


The great deep – which large body of water is meant?

Amos intercedes for Israel after each of these visions.  What is Amos’ chief concern?
7:7-9
The Vision of the plumb line
What is a plumb line used for?

God had built this nation.  It was his prized possession. He calls its people “my people.”  What does the plumb line represent?      (Hint:  what line or rule was the nation built upon?)

There is no intercession on the part of Amos after this vision.  Why do you think Amos does not plead for mercy from God after this vision?

What are meant by the high places and sanctuaries which are called out for destruction?
The prophecy against the house of Jeroboam was fulfilled when Jeroboam died.  His son became king, but reigned only 6 months, when he was assassinated.  The dynasty of Jeroboam came to an end.    (2 Kings 15:8-12).
7:10-11
As a priest of Bethel, what kind of a priest would we expect Amaziah to be?  (see 2 Kings 10:29)
7:12
What does this verse hint at as far as Amaziah’s view of ministry?

7:13
What is also significant about the way he speaks of the temple and sanctuary at Bethel?

7:14-15
What is Amos’ defense against Amaziah?

7:16-17
When people don’t believe God’s Word to them, God may give them a sign to help their unbelief.  For instance, when Zechariah did not believe that his wife of old age would bear a son, what sign did God give to him?  

In the same way, what sign would God give to Amaziah?  In other words, when he saw the sign come true, he would know the last half of verse 17 would also come true.
Apply
When Amos understood that the Lord planned to afflict Israel with locusts and fire, he intervened with a prayer that the Lord would stop his plans.  Personal question:  How often do you intervene on behalf of your friends who do not know Jesus, praying that they would turn to God in faith?
In response to Amos’ prayers, (v2 and v5) the Lord relented and did not carry out this type of punishment.  Consider also Moses’ prayer for the people he had just led out of Egypt (Exodus 32:9-14).  And consider 1 Samuel 15:24-31 and Jesus’ words in Luke 11:5-10.  Then comment on this statement:  
“There is no use praying.  God has already decided what he is going to do.”

Amos was told by Amaziah to stop preaching against Israel.  In the same way, the early Christians were told not to speak about Jesus (Acts 4:18-20).  What ultimately was Peter’s response to those who told him to keep quiet?  (Acts 5:29)
Discuss with those around you:  
1)  What are some situations you find yourself in where you feel the pressure to keep quiet about your faith?
2)  Share ways we can speak about the importance of trusting in Jesus that are comfortable both for us and for the people we are speaking to?

3)  How important is our level of comfort and our hearers’ level of comfort when it comes to sharing our faith?

Amos -- Chapter 8
8:1-2
The fourth vision -- the vision of the ripe fruit.  In Hebrew, the word for ‘ripe fruit’ and ‘end’ are similar.  So Amos uses another word-play to emphasize his point.  Why is a ripe fruit a good picture of Israel?

8:3
It appears that God has decided that it is time for Israel to be destroyed.  If that is so, what is the point of sending Amos to them?
8:4-6
List at least 4 ways the merchants are disobeying God in their dealings:
New Moon days and Sabbath days were to be rest days in which God’s people would contemplate God’s goodness.  But what is obviously on these merchants’ minds?

How might we in a similar way desecrate our times of worship?

8:7
We know God is omniscient, yet he does promise to forget something about us.  What is that?          (Isaiah 43:25)

So what does this verse mean?
8:8
The trembling of the land could be literal, as what will happen soon?  Amos 1:1


Or the trembling could be a picture of the coming of the Assyrian army, in that case, what trembling would be meant?
8:9
The first part of the judgment.  Often in scripture prophecy, the prophet will mix words of a destruction soon to come, with the final destruction at the end of time.  This could be what Amos does here. Or (more likely) verse 9 could also mean it is such a sad day to come that it is like the earth has no light.
8:10
God had instituted feasts and festivals so that his people could have “joy in the Lord.”  Israel no doubt celebrated many festivals God instituted (v5), but not with sincere hearts.  What does God mean when he promises to turn their religious feasts into mourning?  Give an example.
8:11-12
Coming at the end of the description of coming judgment, this is the culmination of it.  What is the worst part of the judgment to come?

Can you think of other times in history where God allowed a famine of the word of God to happen to an unfaithful people?

Why does God allow a famine of his Word?  Is he powerless to stop this from happening?

8:13-14
What is the shame of Samaria?  (see the next two lines of v 14)

Apply
As Israel was about to enter the Promised Land, Moses made it very clear that if the people continued to obey the Lord, they would be blessed.  But if they disobeyed, they would be punished, even to the point of being sent off to another country (Deuteronomy 29).  They disobeyed, but it may have seemed to many that God continued to bless them -- he did not carry out his promise to destroy.  We have in Israel the example that, although our Lord often delays his wrath, eventually he keeps his promises, including his promises to destroy those who persist in unbelief.  
For us today, the promise of Jesus’ second coming seems to be delayed.  Read 2 Peter 3:3-10.  
What does Jesus’ delay cause unbelievers to do?

What example of a time like the end of the world does Peter use to show that God eventually acts?

How long had God waited patiently in the days of Noah?

What indication does Jesus give as to how long God will wait before calling an end to this world and its evil?  (see Matthew 24:21-25)
What is God’s purpose behind his delay in acting?

Amos -- Chapter 9

9:1
The fifth vision.  Probably by the altar in Jerusalem, although we do not know.  It seems unlikely that the Lord would appear at one of the false altars of Israel, but possible, since he is coming to destroy.

9:1b-4
There will be no escape.  What does it mean that God fixes his eyes on them for evil (v4) ?  Can God do evil?

Normally we think of God’s perfect awareness of where we are as a comfort, like Psalm 33:18 or Psalm 139:7-12.  But not for Israel who has been rejecting God for so long.
In chapter 6, Amos called God’s people ‘complacent’ and self-secure.  Perhaps another way to describe Israel at this time is with the word ‘apathetic.’  They cared about their earthly blessings, but not about the One who blessed them.  As for an example of history repeating itself, read Revelation 3:14-19.  What does Jesus say he would like to do with apathetic believers?
9:5-6
God is the One who can surely carry out these threats.  List the things mentioned here that God does which shows he is all-powerful.
9:7
Israel considered itself God’s special people.  How does God feel about them?
Israel thought itself special because God had brought them out of Egypt.  How does God respond to that?

9:8
The 10 northern tribes were taken captive by Assyria in 722 BC.  They were transported far eastward and absorbed as slaves in foreign lands.  An interesting history of the conquest of the Northern Kingdom is found in 2 Kings 17.

Although the northern tribes were deported eastward, what hope does God hold out for the descendants of Jacob?

9:9
In harvesting wheat, the kernels are shaken over a screen or sieve.  The kernels fall through, the chaff and stones and other unwanted things don’t hit the ground.  God is saying that deporting the Northern Kingdom will be like a sieve, which separates the unwanted from the wanted. Is there any reason for hope in these words?
9:10
Despite Amos’ warnings, many did not believe his message, saying “Disaster will not overtake us.”  God calls them ________________ and they died by the sword.

In this verse we see an attitude from Israel of “judgment will not come to me” or “I won’t be held accountable for my actions.”  Why is this such a dangerous way to think?

After all these words of destruction, God ends the message from Amos with wonderful words of hope:

9:11
James, the leader of the church in Jerusalem, quoted v 11 in Acts 15:16-18.  How did he understand the fulfillment of the words  “I will restore David’s fallen tent”?

How is it built “as it used to be”?

9:12
One of Israel’s greatest enemies was the nation of Edom.  Who were these people descendants of?  
Here is a prophecy that ‘David’s fallen tent’ will be built up again, and it will possess Edom and all the nations that bear God’s name.  That is, Edom and all nations will be a part of the tent of David.  What can this possibly mean?
So, as the prophecy continues to the end of the book of Amos, when do you believe we should understand these words of Amos were fulfilled?

9:13
What is being pictured in this verse?  (What must be true if the plowman overtakes the reaper, and the grape stomper overtakes the planter?)
As we read this, we remember that God sees people as his planting. (cf. Isaiah 5:1-7)  What does the continual reaping and planting that is described foretell?
9:14
When did the Israelites once return from exile, rebuilding their cities, etc? 
But look ahead to v 15.  Was Israel uprooted after they returned from Babylon?  
What, then, is this a prophecy of?

9:15
There are many Christian groups which say that this verse refers to the establishment of the modern-day nation of Israel in 1948.  The traditional view of the Church over the centuries (of course) did not understand it this way. 
 We believe that vv 11-15 all refer to the same time period in Amos’ future.  James saw the fulfillment of verse 11 in his own day.  We call the period in which all these things are fulfilled the 
_________     ___________________________    _____________.
A second confirmation that the Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled during the New Testament Age comes from Hosea.  Hosea also speaks of a Day when God plants his people in the land (see Hosea 2:23).  Paul quotes this verse of Hosea in Romans 9:25,26.  What does Paul say it refers to?  (see Romans 9:24)
Apply
Looking back to the attitude expressed in verse 10, can you think of ways our society, even the Christians in our society, show that they do not really believe that God will hold them accountable for the way they live their lives?
Does it follow from the example of ancient Israel that if the US continues to reject the gospel and slide into unbelief that a judgment similar to Israel’s will come to our country also?
If so, how can we stop this?  Or can’t we?

As you conclude your study of the book of Amos, list three principles (timeless truths) you desire to remember. How will they affect your life, relationships with God and others, and your view of the world? 

Principle 1: 

Principle 2: 

Principle 3:

Kerioth – city in Moab, also descendants of Lot








What would you say is the similarity in the reasons God is judging the nations which surround Israel and Judah?
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