But it should come as no surprise that marriage has been redefined.  The founders of our country were familiar with the state-church arrangements of Europe.  They saw the problems that occur when governments decide religious doctrines.   They wanted the people to decide things for themselves.  

Historically, because a majority of people who settled in America understood that the Bible is the Word of God, laws were passed which reflected that understanding.

Many years have passed, and today fewer and fewer people look to the Bible for the definition of right and wrong.
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Many people today do not believe there is an absolute right or an absolute wrong.  It follows that there is no absolute definition of marriage.
But in Isaiah the Bible says:

“the word of our God will stand forever.”  Is 40:8
People in our society may ignore the truths of the Bible, thinking they are not relevant to the 21st century, but all people – you and me included --will be judged according to God’s Word after we die.  His Word stands forever.
And what does God’s Word say about who will or will not go to heaven?  
Consider 1 Cor 6:9,10:  
 “Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither 
the sexually immoral 
nor idolaters
nor adulterers 
nor men who have sex with men nor thieves 

nor the greedy 
nor drunkards 
nor slanderers 
nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God.”
This list is 2000 years old.  Although America may be changing, people don’t change.  This list is as up-to-date as if it were written about America today.

Although God is quite clear about condemning sex outside of marriage, this sin is just one of many ways people disobey the God who made them.
Can’t find your favorite sin in this list?  Maybe your understanding is too narrow.  If you have lust in your heart, you are an adulterer.  If you know facts about sports more than facts about the Bible, you may be an idolater.  If you keep all the money you earn and never give to charities, you are greedy.
The Bible does not condemn homo-sexuality as worse than other sins.  In fact, the Bible condemns all of us, you and me and everyone else, because we all have sinned.  And don’t think that at least your sins are not as bad as some in this list.  Or that you are not quite as bad as someone you know.  Any sin will keep you out of heaven.  In fact, you must have no sin on your record if you want to go to heaven.
Who then, can be saved?
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When Jesus was asked the question, “Who then can be saved?” he answered by saying "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." Matt 19:26  
What Jesus meant is that if the final judgment were based solely on how we lived our lives, it would be impossible for anyone to go to heaven.
But there IS hope for each of us.
God himself has made it possible for all people to get to heaven, even though we are all unworthy.  He has punished his Son Jesus for your sins and for mine.  And he has declared this world forgiven.  
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Some day, each of us will die and stand before God to be judged.  Those who trust what Jesus has done will have no sins on their record, and will go to heaven.  All others still have their sins, and will be sent to the darkness of hell.

What should you do?
Place your hope of getting to heaven in what Jesus has done for you.  Don’t hope that your good deeds will outweigh your bad.  They won’t.
As you put your hope in Jesus, your attitude about sin will also change.  You will want God in the center of your life, instead of trying to avoid Him.  Your behavior will change as you find that you want to please God.  You may not have fewer troubles in this life, but you will be able to look beyond those troubles in a way you never did before.
As you put your hope in Jesus, you will also become more hungry for God’s Word.  As you read your Bible, and attend a church where this good news of Jesus is clearly taught, your hope of heaven will become more certain.
This message has been brought to you by:
St Peter’s Lutheran Church
325 Randolph St, Mishicot
920.755.4555
Summer worship:   Sundays @ 9:00 am and
Mondays at 6:30 am
Like us on Facebook, and come worship with us!

America is Changing
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Regardless of your opinion on recent Supreme Court rulings, one thing is certain – our country has entered a new era.  The decision about homosexual marriage marks a significant change in our country’s definition of what marriage is.  
From this summer onward, any two people can decide they want to be a married couple.  Gender no longer determines the meaning of marriage.
Many people wonder what will be the next big change in America.
