The Antichrist
In pre-millennial teachings – like the Left Behind series of novels, the Lord comes first for his believers, then the Antichrist appears.  What order does Paul teach in 2 Thess 2:1-4?

During the Reformation, the Antichrist was identified as being the Papacy because it rebelled against the truth, as these statements show which are part of the Council of Trent (1545-1563) proceedings:

"If anyone says that man is justified either by the imputation of the righteousness of Christ alone, or by the remission of sins alone, to the exclusion of grace and love, which is poured forth in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, and inheres in them, or even that the grace of God by which we are justified is only the favor of God, let him be accursed."  Session VI, Canon 11

"If anyone says that the justification received is not preserved and also increased before God through good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits and signs of justification obtained, but not a cause of the increase thereof, let him be accursed."  Council of Trent, Session VI, Canon 24

Compare the above statements to Rom 3:28 and Rom 9:30-33
Pope Boniface VIII said around 1300:

"It is altogether necessary to salvation for every human being to be subject to the Roman Pontiff." 

Compare this to Matthew 23:8-10
In 1854,  Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of the ‘Immaculate Conception’. According to this dogma, Mary was protected from all sin — even original sin — because she had been chosen to become the mother of Jesus. This was the first time in the history of the Catholic Church that a Pope had taken it upon himself to proclaim a doctrine or dogma without first consulting a council.
But what does Mary say about herself?  Luke 1:47

What does the Bible say about Mary?  Rom 3:23

In the past, many have tried to identify the Antichrist as Mohammed, or Napoleon, or Lenin, or Mussolini, but where does Paul say this ‘man of lawlessness’ is to be found?  2 Thess 2:4
The Greek word for temple that Paul uses here is the same word he used in 1 Cor 3:16,17; 6:19;  2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19-22.  Therefore, this ‘man of lawlessness’ is to be found within God’s people, the Church.

Paul says the Antichrist is the man ‘doomed to destruction’.  The only other place this phrase is used is for Judas (John 17:12).  Judas was one who claimed to be a friend of Jesus, but betrayed him.

In 2 Thess 2:4, Paul writes that the Antichrist ‘sets himself up’ in God’s Temple.  A better translation would be ‘takes his seat’ in God’s Temple (NASB).  This is the same Greek root as the root of the word cathedral, the ‘seat’ of a bishop.  Many cardinals and bishops were uncomfortable with the 1854 declaration that Mary was without sin.  But Pope Pius IX pressed on with another doctrine, calling a council of Catholic rulers called Vatican I.  In 1870,  this council proclaimed as official Catholic teaching that when the Pope speaks ‘ex cathedra’, ( ‘from the seat’ or ‘from the chair’ ) he speaks the very words of God, and is without error.  This is the teaching of ‘Papal Infallibility.’  Certainly this fulfills Paul’s prophecy in verse 4.

Since 1870, there has been only one ex cathedra pronouncement.  It was the teaching called the ‘Assumption of Mary.’  In 1950, Pope Pius XII declared that Mary was ‘assumed’ into heaven shortly after she died.   This means her body did not decay.  
Many Catholics look to Mary for help more often than they look to Christ.  Most believe that she sits with her son Jesus in heaven and dispenses grace with him as the Queen of the Universe.  More miracles are attributed to Mary than are attributed to Christ.
But what does the Bible say about looking to Mary for help?  1 Tim 2:5

What about the argument that the Papacy and the Catholic Church have changed since 1965 and Vatican II?

Consider this quote from the book Documents of Vatican II, pages 367,368:

"Finally, those who have not yet received the Gospel are related to the People of God (i.e. members of the Roman Catholic Church) in various ways.  There is, first, that people to which the covenants and promises were made, and from which Christ was born according to the flesh: in view of the divine choice, they are a people most dear for the sake of the fathers, for the gifts of God are without repentance.  But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are the Moslems; these profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the one, merciful God, mankind's judge on the last day.  Nor is God removed from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, since he gives to all men life and breath and all things, and since the Savior wills all men to be saved (cf. 1 Tim 2:4).  Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their conscience--those too may achieve eternal salvation.  Not shall divine providence deny the assistance necessary for salvation to those who, without any fault of theirs, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God, and who, not without grace, strive to lead a good life."

Compare the above statements to Acts 4:12 and John 14:6
The word Antichrist does not necessarily mean ‘against Christ.’  The Greek prefix ‘anti-‘ means ‘in place of.’  So really, anything or anyone who takes the place of Christ is an antichrist.  This is how John uses the term in 1 John 2:18,19.  It is noteworthy that the official title of the Pope is Vicarius Christi, which means Vicar of Christ, or the one who is in the place of Christ.  In many Catholic writings, the Pope is also referred to as the Vicar of the Son of God, but the Latin of this Vicarius Filii Dei, is avoided because using the Roman numeral equivalents of this title (and remember there was no ‘u’ in old Latin, it was a ‘v’), the title adds to 666.
In identifying the Pope as the Antichrist, we also refer to Revelation 17, where a great prostitute sits on a beast having seven heads and ten horns.  We remember that Jesus refers to the Church as his bride in Rev 21:2,9, and our relationship to Jesus is like the relationship of a wife to her husband (Eph 5:22-33).   But in Rev 17:2, we see a woman who is not faithful to her husband, but has gone after all the kings of the earth.  The Roman Catholic church has claimed earthly power ever since the Roman Empire fell and she took its place.  The seven heads of the beast are revealed as the seven hills on which the woman sits, v9.  The city of Rome has been called the city of seven hills since its founding.  The great prostitute is the city of Rome, v18.  
In Rev 16:6 it says the prostitute is ‘drunk with the blood of the saints’ and there is no doubt historically that the Catholic church killed millions of its former members simply because they refused to go along with some of her doctrines, or refused to submit to the Pope’s authority.
What we do not say as we identify the Pope as the Antichrist:
1.  We do not say all Popes have gone to hell.

2.  We do not say all Catholics will go to hell.  In fact, because of the sheer size of the Roman Catholic church, there will probably be more in heaven who were part of this organization than of any other denomination.  God judges what is in our hearts, and many who are in the Catholic church nevertheless do trust Jesus and not their good works to get to heaven.

We recognize that there are many antichrists, or teachings that take the place of what Jesus did for us.  We condemn the teaching of the Catholic church,  that we need the Mass, which sacrifices Jesus again and again to gain forgiveness, or that there is a purgatory, where sins not paid for must still be punished.  Jesus lived without sin, and died as the sacrifice for sins ‘once for all’ Heb 7:27.  But we also recognize as antichrist those who teach that we must speak in tongues in order to know we are saved, or that we have to be baptized by immersion, or that we have to observe Sunday as a day of rest, or any other teaching that makes our works necessary to gain God’s favor.
